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were not the only ones of the name 
aunt* to Virginia. Thorn wan also n e< 
Martha Washington. Sin* emigrated t« 
ginla ami married Nioholns Hay war 
Westmoreland. How it wan that, l**i 
spinster, she oatno ovor ah»m*. 1 am to 
format!. She loft hor projierty to iu-r 
sina John and Hnwrenee, ami a gohi tw 
shilling piere to oaoh, ami to tiioir 
each a foatlior IhhI ami furnituro, at 
thoir heirs forovor wiiiolt does apjwa 
mo long for n IhhI to last. 

There wort* also others, hut if rein! 
havo not felt oonoornoti to inquire, * 
spelled tin* mum* Vysington in re 
deeds, which 1 iiavo hoartl wiih tla* an 
mamior of spelling it. Of thorn 1 1 
nothing further. My grnit grattdfathoi 
a iogaoy to tin* rootor of tin* iow«*r ohur* 
WaHhingttui jmri«!i, ami ordered that i 
noral sermon 1 h» prenehed, which apj»en 
mo, uh Lord Fairfax Haiti, to in* a re: 
way to hoou re lM*ing well spoken of, at 
once, after death. Ho also provided ii 
will for a tablet of the Ten fommnmiiu 
ami also the king's arum, to he mt up it 
church of his pariah. 
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He may have been led to come to Vir¬ 
ginia by the fact that it had become for 
men loyal to the crown and to the Church 
of England a refuge such as the Puritans 
sought in Massachusetts. We have ever 
since been connected with that Church, nor 
have I found reason to depart from it. At 
times I have been a vestryman, but this was 
in those days also a civil office, having judi¬ 
cial duties, such as charge of the schools and 
of the poor of the parish. 

My connection with the Church of my 
fathers has varied in interest from time to 
time, for, although I have at times partaken 
of the sacrament and even fasted, I have 
not always felt so inclined, although I have 
with reasonable punctuality attended upon 
the services. I have had all my life a dis¬ 
inclination to converse on this subject, and 
confess, as Dr. Franklin once remarked to 
me, that “silence is sometimes wisdom as 
concerns a man’s creed.” 

In considering so much of my family his¬ 
tory as is known to me, I perceive that men 
married at an early age and remained no 
long time widowers. Also I observe that 
many children died young, as was like 
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I 

M Y retirement from official duties as 
President has enabled me to restore 
order on my plantations, and in some degree 
to repair the neglected buildings which are 
fallen to decay. The constant coming of 
guests—moved, I fear, more by curiosity 
than by other reasons—is diminished owing 
to snows, unusual at this period of the year. 

Owing to these favouring conditions, I 
have now some small leisure to reflect on 
a life which has been too much one of action 
and of public interests to admit, hitherto, of 
that kind of retrospection which is natural, 
and, as it seems to me, fitting in a man of my 
years, who has little to look forward to and 
much to look hack upon. 
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My remit uneasiness lost 1 should 1 h< 
called upon to conduct n war against our 
old allies, the French, is much abated, and 
I feel more free to consider my private 
affairs. I am too far advanced in the vale 
of life to bear much buffeting, ami I have 
satisfaction in the Itelief we have escape! 
a new war for which the nation has nut yet 
the strength. For sure 1 am, if this emm 
try is preserved in tran<|uillity twenty y ears 
longer, it may hid defiance in n just eau*e 
to any powers whatever, such in that time 
will be its power, wealth, ami rewiutws. 

Increasing infirmity and too fmpient 
aches and ailments remind me that I am 
nearing the awful moment when 1 must 
bid adieu to sublunary things, and iipjsuir 
before that Divine Beiug to whom alone 
my country owes the success with which wo 
have been blessed. But the great Disposer 
of events is also the Being who has formed 
the instruments of his will and h-ft them re 
sponsible to the arbitration of conscience. 
Therefore I have of late sjient much time in 
considering my past life, ami lmw it might 
have been better or more successful, and in 
thankfulness that it has eseajs*d many pit 
falls. 
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My reflections have brought back to mind 
a remark which seems to nu> just, made by 
my aide, Colonel Tilghmim, a man mom 
given to philosophic reflection than I have 
Imen. He nuked me if I did not think there 
was ho met hing providential in the way each 
{»eric*d of my life had lieen an education for 
that which followed it. t said that thin idea 
had at timen presented itself to my mind, 
and when I txdrayed curiosity, he went on 
to Hay that my very early education in self 
reliance and my training as a Hurveyor of 
wild tends had fitted me for frontier war¬ 
fare, that this in turn had prepared me 
for action on a larger stage, and that 
all through the greater war my necessities 
called for coiiHtant dealing with political 
questions, and with men who were not sol 
diers, He thought that this had in turn 
educated me for the position to which 
my countrymen summoned me at a later 
time. 

As l was silent for a little, thin gentleman, 
who tierame my aide de camp in .June, 17^0, 
and for whom l conceived a warm amt last¬ 
ing afTeetion, thinking his remark might 
have l>een considered a liWty, said as much, 
excusing himself. 
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I replied that, ho far from annoying mo, 
I found wlmt hi* had to any interesting. 

Whom, recently, these remarks of Colo 
nol Tilghman recurred to mo, I foil that 
they were correct, and dwelling upon thorn 
at this remote time, my intercut in tin* «■ 
quonee of the event h of my youthful life 
assumed an importance which has Sod mo 
of late to endeavour, with the aid of my 
diaries, to refresh my memories of n pji«,t 
which had long ceased to engage my at 
tention. 

I rememlier writing once that any reeul 
lections of my later life, distinct from the 
general history of the war, would rather 
hurt my feelings than tickle my pride white 
1 lived. I do not think vanity is a trait of 
my character. 1 would rather leave pus 
terity to think and say what they please «.f 
mo. Those who served with me in war amt 
peace will lie judged ns we l*en»mc ?.uh 
jects of history, mid time may unfold more 
than prudence ought to disclose, < ’nm-eni 
ing this matter I wrote to Colonel Hum 
phreys that if 1 had talent for what he 
desired me to do, I had not leisure to turn 
my thoughts to commentaries, Conscious 
ness of a defective education, and want of 
leisure, I thought, unfitted me fur such »,», 
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srtaking. I did, however, answer cer- 
questions put to me by Colonel Hum- 
!ys concerning the Indian wars, hut he 
so far, made no use of these notes, 
ae of these considerations does-not so 
h apply at present, for I possess the 
ire, and in recording my early reminis- 
es I shall do so for myself alone, and 
redly shall find no satisfaction in com- 
ts on the conduct of other officers who, 
myself, were honestly engaged in learn- 
and at the same time practising, a busi- 
in which none of us had a large 
irience. I shall confine my attention 
ecalling the events of my youth, and 
hate deception even where the imagi- 
on only is concerned, I shall try, for 
own satisfaction, to deal merely with 
s. General Hamilton, whose remarks 
ve often just reason to remember, once 
te me that no man had ever written a 
biography of himself, that he was apt 
lame himself excessively or to be too 
prone to self-defence. He went on 
tate that an autobiography was written 
3 r from vanity and to present the man 
lurably to posterity, or because he de- 
1 for his own pleasure in the study of 
self to recall the events of his career. 
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In the latter cnmt there in no need of pub¬ 
lication. 

It is only in order to such nolf examina¬ 
tion as that to which ho refers that I am 
induced to act down tho rcmombrancoH of 
my earlier days, and Is'enuse writing of 
them will, I feel, enable me more mi rely to 
bring them hack to mind. I have no other 
motive. 

Whatever just ambition* 1 have had have 
been fully gratified; indeed, far layout! my 
wishes. The great Searcher of heart* is my 
witness that 1 have now no wish which 
aspires lH*yond the humble ami happy lot 
of living and dying a private citizen on 
my own farm. In my estimation, immt 
jienuancnt and genuine happiness in to Im 
fount! in the sequestered walk* of connubial 
life, ho long denied me in the war, than in 
the more tumultuous ami imposing tteone* 
of successfulambition. Korean 1 complain. 
I am retiring here within myself. Mnvious 
of none, I am determined to be pleased with 
all; and with heartfelt satisfaction, feeling 
that my life has lieen on the whole happy, 1 
will move gently down the stream until I 
sleep with my fathers. 

There are indeed not many circumstances 
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iy life before the war which it now gives 
pain to recall. I could not truthfully say 
of that great contest, nor of the political 
ggles of my service as President. Mr. 
mas, or perhaps Mr. Jefferson, once said 
le that I was a man too sensitive to con- 
nation. This I believe to be correct, but 
.ve not discovered that my ability to de- 
■ was ever largely affected by either un- 
ionable blame or the bribes of flattery, 
e treachery of men who professed for 
friendship, and the intrigues of those 
’, like Conway, Lee, G-ates, and Rush, 
1 ignoble means to weaken my authority 
n it was of the utmost importance to our 
mon cause that it should be strength- 
1, were calculated to give pain chiefly 
mse they lessened my usefulness. Nor 
I ever willing to dwell upon the treason 
Arnold, which cost me the most painful 
y of the war, and lost to the country a 
it soldier, who had not the virtue to 
t until, in the course of events, his ser- 
s would obtain their reward. It is, how- 
*, somewhat to he wondered at that in so 
' a war, where hope did at times seem 
lisappear, the catalogue of traitors was 
mall. It is strange that there were not 
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more, for few men have virtu** t*» wit 
th« highest bidder. As to ill nntun 

unjust refleetions on my eouduet, I iVi 

lutvo felt, everything that hurts the 
bility of a gentleman, but to perse\ 
one*H duty amt In; silent in the U*st i 
to calumny. 

Dr. Franklin tuts wisely said tl 
exam}dim are so useful to n ttuiu nn 
which his own etmduei affords ate 
he was right in his opinion 1 have 
to Indievo. This I have observed to I 
of anger, to whieh l am, or wa . o 
I flatter myself that l bnve now tear 
eommami my temj»er, although si r. >. 
rare oeeasions likely to |«eeoine mutin 
do not observe that mere abuse ei < « tr 
me long, bnt in the presence ..f •*«.« 
or ingratitmle I am subjert to Jits of i 

Arnold's treason distress'd in**, b 
trenehery of one of mv eabinet, f\« 
Randolph, the nejdtew and adojiie.l 
my dear friend I’ey ton Randolph, di« 
my temjHtr as nothing had done *>»»» 
miseonduet of t**e at Monmouth. If 
instance t was swayed by personal m 
vate findings in the i-i.-niw ..f 
patronage and power, it was in the « 
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Mr. Randolph; and this fact added to the 
anger which his conduct excited. 

I willingly turn from the remembrance 
of ingratitude, a sin that my soul abhors. 
It is a severe tax which all must occasion¬ 
ally pay who are called to eminent stations 
of trust, not only to be held up as con¬ 
spicuous marks to the enmity of the public 
adversaries of their country, but to the 
malice of secret traitors, and the envious 
intrigues of false friends and factions. But 
all this is over. I willingly leave time and 
my country to pronounce the verdict of 
history. 

As I wrote what just now I have set down, 
a remark of Mr. John Adams came into my 
mind. He said it was difficult for a man to 
write about himself without feeling that he 
was all the time in the presence of an audi¬ 
ence. This may be true of Mr. Adams, but 
I am not aware that it is true of me. 

The statement I shall now record of 
myself and for myself might be made very 
full as to events by the use of the details 
of my diaries, but this I desire to avoid. My 
intention is to deal chiefly with my own 
youthful life and the influences which af¬ 
fected it for good or for ill. 
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B ETNG without children to transmit my 
name, l have taken no great interest in 
learning much about my ancestors, 1 have, 
indeed, been too much concerned with larger 
matters, It in, however, far from my design 
to believe that heraldry, emit armour, ete., 
might not to rendered eomtneive to publiti 
and private uwh with us, or that they eiiu 
have any tendency unfriendly to the purest 
Hpirit of republicanism; imr doe# it seem t*i 
me that pride in toing etune of gentry nm| 
of dutiful and upright inert is without itn 
value, if we draw from mi honourable past 
nourishment to sustain m in continuing t»l 
to what our forefathers were. This atoi 
should make men who have children tin! 
more careful ns to their own maimer of life, 
and as for myself, although denied thi«i 
great blessing, I may perhaps wisely hsmi 
been destined to feel that all my country' 
men wore to me something more titan my 
fellow-citizens. 


13 
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I have heard my half-brother Lawrence 
say that he had learned from his elders 
that my English ancestors were violent 
Loyalists, especially one Sir Henry Wash¬ 
ington, when the great straggle arose be¬ 
tween the Parliament and the King in the 
time of the Commonwealth. 

I recall that, when a yonng man, I was 
riding with my friend George Mason, and 
when this matter arose, and he asked me 
whether if I had lived in those days I should 
have been for the crown or the commons, I 
replied that if I had lived in that time I 
could have answered him, but that I was not 
enough informed concerning that period to 
be able to state on which side I should have 
been. Certainly I should have found it hard 
to make war on the King. 

I profess myself to be ignorant as to 
much that concerns my ancestry. When too 
young to have the smallest interest in the 
matter, I heard my two half-brothers and 
William Fairfax conversing on the subject 
of the origin of my family. The brothers 
were not very clear as to our descent, but 
were of opinion that we came of the Wash¬ 
ingtons of Sulgrave, originally of Lanca¬ 
shire. In 1791 the Garter king-at-arms, Sir 
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Isaac Heard, wrote to me, sending I"*’!) 
gree of my family; but I bad t<> emife** it 
was a subject to which 1 had given very lit 
tie attention; in fact, except us to <mr later 
history, I could only say that we came t rum 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, or some still more 
northerly county. 

Most of the early colonists of all ehm-ms 
were too busy in fighting Italians and ram 
ing the moans of living to concern them 
selves with the relatives left in Knglami. 
This indifference was not uncommon among 
us, and was in those early days to 1** e\ 
pected. It explains why we and other d>* 
scendants of settlers knew, and in*lord 
eared, too little about our ancestors. 

I do not know what exactly was the sin 
tion of the father of the brother* who first 
came over—John, my nneestor, and Law¬ 
rence, his brother. It is of more moment 
to me to know that my forefathers in this 
country have been gentlemen, and haw in 
many positions of trust, both in eivil employ 
and in the military line, served the etilunies 
and, later, their country with faithfulness 
and honour. 

As concerns the question of ancestry and 
a man's judging of himself by that alone, 



THE YOUTH OP WASHINGTON 


15 


i much of Colonel Tilghman’s opinion, 

once said to me, speaking of Mr. B-, 

when a man had to look hack upon his 
istors to make himself sure he was a gen- 
an, he was hut a poor sort of man, which 
uceive to he true. 

y great-grandfather, John Washington, 
first emigrant of our name, was the son 
jawrence and Amphilis, his wife. He 
t first to the Barbados, hut, not being 
sed, came later to Virginia; that is, in 

is certain that my great-grandfather 
ome respects possessed qualities which 
cabled those which I myself possess, 
was a man of great personal strength, 
ned to war, very resolute, and of a mas- 
il and very violent temper. He was 
sed in 1675 of too severe treatment of 
Indians in the frontier wars against the 
luehannocks, for which he was repri¬ 
ded by Sir William Berkeley, but, it is 
, unjustly. He was a man had in es- 
i and most respectable, and held a seat 
Le Assembly in 1670. He was also of a 
re greatly moved by injustice, for on his 
ige to Virginia a poor woman on board 
ship was hanged for a witch, and he 
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made great efforts, on k-ing nmit« nshe 
have the master and rrew punished, 
in myself the same anger at injustiee. 

It in pro|>er to add that there whh et 
in the eolonv a story that, *m noruti 
his rigour with the Indians, he was • 
by them Oonoentorius, whieli, Kngl 
means a Destroyer of Villages. The 
King, an Indian rhief so failed, heard 
name when first we met, addressed i: 
thin title. There must have Uvtt a 
these trilies a rememhranre or traditi 
to the name, for eertainly 1 never d«**» 
it, and that after so long a time it •• 
have ivoen rememliered nj*|*ears t« 
at range. 

My greatgrandfather's brother 
mice was engaged for n time in tin* 
eantile way, and at one time signed hi 
as of Initon, Uountv Bradford, men 
He made some voyages to Virginia 
home again before he settled in the •*» 
and may have acquired land in Kn» 
for, as l slinll state Inter, he devise* 
estate in the home eountry. 

As I sjs'nk of tin* home eountrv, 
reminded that even after tin- War of 
pendency the habit of shaking of Kn 
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as home prevailed with many, so strong 
was the attachment to the mother country; 
and, indeed, nothing but the folly of Great 
Britain could have broken the bonds which 
united ns. 

My great-grandfather, John Washing¬ 
ton, brought with him a wife from England. 
Her maiden name I do not know. She and 
her two children died within a few years 
of his landing. The brothers mention in 
their wills property in England, but where 
or exactly what it was they do not say. It 
would seem, therefore, that it was not pov¬ 
erty which drove my ancestor to emigrate. 
That this property was not mere money, 
the proceeds of tobacco, appears to be 
shown by the will of my great-grandfather’s 
brother Lawrence, who devised to Mary, his 
daughter, his whole estate in England, real 
as well as personal. 

My great-grandfather married secondly 
the widow of Walter Broadhurst, daughter 
of Nathaniel Pope of Appomattocks, gen¬ 
tleman. My grandfather Lawrence was the 
first bom of this marriage. My great¬ 
grandfather died in 1677. He was of that 
importance as to have named for him the 

parish in which he resided. The brothers 
2 
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were not the only ones of the nmnc 
enme to Virginia. There wiw also n <•< 
Martha Washington. She emigrated tt 
ginia and married Nicholas I lay win 
Westmoreland. How it was that, !*• 
spinster, she came over alone, l am te 
formed. She left her property to her 
sins John and Lawrence, and a gold tw 
shilling piece to each, and to their 
each a feather hed and furniture, m 
their heirs forever which dt*e« npj*e 
mo long for a lied to last. 

There were also others, hut if relit 
have not felt eoneernetl to impure, 
spelled the name Vvsington in n 
deeds, which l have heard wan the at 
manner of spelling it. Of them 1 
nothing further. My great gramifathe 
a legacy to the rector of tin* lower eltnr 
Washington parish, and ordered that 
neral sermon Is* preached, which itpjsu 
me, as Lord Fairfax said, to Is* a c* 
way to secure Iteiug well spoken of, at 
once, after death. He also providml i 
will for a tablet of the Ten (’ommaudu 
and also the king’s arum, to bo set up i 
church of hi* pariah. 
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lit* may lutvt* lieen I»'il to mum* to Vir 
ginin by tin* fact that it hail lieeotne for 
tttcn loyal to tin* crown ami to tin* Church 
of Knglnnd a refuge Much ax the Puritan* 
tonight in MaMxaehimettH, Wt* have over 
hinm* U'cu conmctcil with that Church,nor 
have f found reason to depart from it. At 
times I have ltm*n a vestry man, hut thi* wax 
in 11 tone tiny* also a civil otlicc, having judi 
cial duties, sttrh a* charge of the sehoolx and 
of the poor of the parish. 

My connectitui with the Church of my 
father* ha* varied in interest from time to 
time, for, although 1 have ut times* partaken 
of the hactaioeiit ami even fasted, 1 have 
not alway * felt m* inclined, although 1 have 
with reasonable punetuality attended upon 
the service*. I have had all niv life a di* 
inclination to converse on this snbjeet, and 
confi •s*. a* l*r. Franklin onee remarked to 
me, that "xilenee i* sometime* wisdom ft* 
romvrnx a man's mill,” 

fit eonsidering so nmeh of my family hi* 
tory a* i% known to me, 1 jtemuve that men 
married at an early age and remained no 
long time widower*. Also f observe that 
ntttuy children died young, u« wan like 
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enough to hapi>en on plantation* 
from physicians, ami indeed these w 
in number arul not an good a* in tin 
cm colonies. 

I know lews of my grandfather hi 
than of hi« father. He did not inen 
importance of the family, neither 
inclined to public business. lie wi 
have understood, n quiet, thrifty m 
no seeker of mlventure by land or 
He married Mildred Warner, by w 
had children, and died leaving a eot 
estate, hut none to be compared •.*. 
great lands accumulated by the H 
Carters. 

1 conclave him to have Itwn a jh> 
moderate opinions eom*erm»g the 
of Kngland, and as one who may h« 
aidered the dissenting sects as ill iwh 
I gather from a l*ook given t<» m 
yearn ago by a gentleman of I’hilm 
of the Society of Friends, who won 
had me to believe that my grnndfntl 
of that sect. This book is the life 
John Fothergili, a Quaker preach* 
ways that in 1720 he “held a meeting 
toeks, at Justice Washington’s, a 1 
man, where the Love of (bid ojiei 
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:t toward the people, much to my com- 
and their satisfaction.” I do not sup- 
s it to have meant more than that, as the 
•ch could not he used by a dissenter, Jus- 
Washington willingly gave the good 
the use of his own house. 


m 


M Y father, Augustine, wn* born in HUM, 
on the plantation known m Wake 
field, granted, in lf>f'»7, to hi* grandfather, 
and lying ladween Bridges’ and l’ope’* 
creeks, in Westmoreland, on the north tioek 
between the Potomac and the K'appnhmt 
noek. My father, in hi* will, wivk: " For 
HHintieh an my several eltildren in this my 
will mentioned, Iteing by several Ventures, 
cannot inherit from one another,“ ete, 

Wlmt he apeak* of a* hi* “ Venture*’’ 
were hia two marriage*. A venture doe* ap 
pear to me to !«> an appropriate name fur 
the uncertain atate of matrimony. 'I‘hi* first 
“venture” wa* .lane Butler, who lie* buried 
at Wakefield, Of her four ehildren two 
survived that in, my half brother* Ijiw 
reneo and Augustine, whom \w railed \u* 
tin. I wan the first child of m> father’* 
second “venture,” and my mother wa* 
Mary Ball. I was horn at Wakefield, 1 on 

* This Wltftt* Wftt* i»y fsiy ffwft'l III# 

ItfUllirf Jfulift. 
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February 11 [0. S.], 1732, about ten in the 
morning. I was baptized in the Pope’s 
Creek church, and had two godfathers and 
one godmother, Mildred Gregory. Mr. 
Beverly Whiting and Mr. Christopher 
Brooks were my godfathers. I do not re¬ 
call ever seeing Mr. Whiting, although his 
son, of the same name, I met in after years. 
Of Mr. Brooks I know nothing, nor do I 
know which one of the two gave me the 
silver cups which it was then the custom for 
the godfather to give to the godson. I still 
have them. I was told by a silversmith in 
Philadelphia that the cups are of Irish 
make, and of about 1720. There were six of 
these mugs, in order to be used for punch 
when the child grew up. 

The Balls were respectable, and came 
out first as merchants. My maternal grand¬ 
mother we know to have been Mary John¬ 
son, of English birth, but of her family 
nothing more. At a later time the older 
planter families, both with us and in the 
West Indies, paid more attention to their 
ancestry, sometimes, it is to be feared, with 
pretensions which had no just foundation. 

Many assumed arms to which they were 
not entitled, or, like Mr. J-n, commis- 
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strict that they could not he broken, as in 
England, hy agreement of father and son, 
hut required to break them, in each case, an 
act of the Assembly. Families like our own 
were regarded rather as minor gentry, and 
were, for a time, owing in a measure to their 
having but moderate estates, looked down 
upon hy certain of the great proprietors 
of enormous plantations and numberless 
slaves. 

Whatever may have been the reason, or 
the reasons, I was more than once made to 
feel the fact that I was not looked upon 
as an equal hy certain of these gentlemen, 
and this at an age when men are sensitive 
to such considerations. 

My father, Augustine, has been described 
as a good planter and a man of energy. I 
apprehend that he was of a serious tendency, 
for Lawrence, my brother, once gave me to 
understand that most of the few hooks at 
Wakefield were religious; hut whether this 
was so or not I do not know. Like some of 
the rest of us, my father had a high and 
quick temper, which, as he used to say, he 
had to keep muzzled. I remember being ter¬ 
rified at seeing him in a storm of anger 
because the clergyman who was to have hap- 
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tized my sister Mildred was too mueh in 
liquor to perform the eerentoiiy. 

About the year 1724 he lteemne inter 
ested in the mining of iron ore with the 
Prineipio Company, in whieh th<> venturers 
wore chiefly Knglish. A furnuee was opened 
on his estate in Stafford County. It was 
confiscated in 17H0 ns relsd property, He 
had a contract for hunting the ore from the 
mines, and later commanded a ship for the 
taking of iron to Knglawl and the fetehing 
back of convict labourers. On this aeeount, 
I apprehend, he was known ns Captain 
Washington. He was, I have understood, a 
man of enterprising nature and letter in 
formed than most planters of his time. 

He was educated at Appleby in Hnglwtd, 
near Whitehaven. I have often regretted 
that I never had his opportunities, or those 
of my brothers, in the way of edueation. 
The fact of my being a younger son and my 
father’s death, and also my mother’s over 
fondness, may have stood in the way, and on 
this and other oeensions interfered with my 
own plans or with those of others for me. 

I did not take after my mother in np 
pearaneo, and I had the large frame and 
strength of my father. In other res junta 
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alxo I wax aomewlmt like him in my mitul 
und charm-tor. 

When in later yon in I returned to vital 
Wakefield I uw*d to fancy I remembered 
it. Thin 1 cmiid not have done, an I wan 
only three yearn old when, law-auae of the 
unheidthfuineaa of the place, my father 
moved away. The honae wan burned down 
on Chriatmnx eve, 177th It wax of wood, 
with brick fotmdatinnx, ami had eight bed- 
roomx. There wan an underground dairy, 
a great garden with tig treea and other fruit, 
and along the xhorex were wild flowering 
gra|tex and laurel ami lmneyauekle and 
xiveet brier rones very fragrant in the apring 
w-axon. Here in the middle of a great field 
lie ntv nm-extora and aotne of the eiiihlren of 
my father’* llrxt marriage. 

In tin* year I7.’tf» we moved, na I have 
anid, fifty mile* higher up the Potomac to 
the extntc then known a* Kpaewnaaon or 
Hunting ("reek. Thi* wax given, with other 
land, hv the colony to my great grandfather 
and Colonel Kjtoneer for importing an hun¬ 
dred labourer*, and wax {weight by my fa¬ 
ther in I7Jit from my mm! Mi id mi tlregory. 
Inter my godmother. It came afterwards* to 
U» called Mount Vernon. It wax at tlmt time 
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in Prince William County, which my father 
represented in the House of Burgesses, ns 
my brother did later. There we remained 
until 1739. 

In this year our house took tire, us was 
supposed, by the net of one of our slaves, hut 
never surely ascertained. We were then 
obliged to remove, and this time settled in 
Stafford, formerly St. Oeorgr, on the east 
bank of the Rappahannock, opposite to 
Fredericksburg. 

This residence was a two story house on 
a rise of ground, with a fertile meadow 
sloping gently to the river. It was built of 
wood and painted red. There, as jteoplr 
well-to-do, we lived until my father's death, 
when the division of his estate did some 
what lessen the easiness of our lives; and 
of these latter years I can recall some more 
or less distinct remembrances, for here my 
education began. 



IV 

W HILE I was a child, my father, as I 
have said, made many voyages to 
England and fetched back with him con¬ 
victs, and perhaps also indentured servants. 
Often in those days some of the unfortunate 
people thus sent to the colonies were under 
sentence for political offences, but many, of 
course, for crimes. One of these, a convict 
I was told, was my first schoolmaster. We 
called him Hobby, which was, I believe, 
a nickname; but he was named Grove, and 
was sexton of the Falmouth church, two 
miles away. Of what our sexton school¬ 
master had been convicted I never heard, 
but of this I am assured, that my father 
would not have used as a schoolmaster a 
common thief. I used to ride the two miles 
to the “field-school,” as they called it, in 
front of a slave named Peter, and later was 
allowed a pony, to my mother’s alarm when 
he would tumble me off, as happened now 
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and thou. Hobby was a short man, with one 
eye, and too good-humoured or too timid to 
be a good teacher, even of the a U r h and 
the little else we learned. 

My father was kind to thin man. and per 
haps knew his history. He would even have 
allowed him the use of the rod, with the aid 
of which 1 might have profited more largely, 
for I am of his opinion that children should 
be strictly brought up. Hobby, ls*ing of a 
humourous turn, seems to me, as 1 rememlter 
him, to have resembled the grave digger in 
the play of “Hamlet.” lie sometimes 
amused and at other times terrified ns by 
tales of London or of his went life us a se\ 
ton. lie believed many of the negro super 
stitions—as that if a snake’s head was rut 
off the tail would live until it thundered 
and was much afraid of having what he 
called black magic put upon him by the 
negroes. 

I did not learn nmeh from Hobby ami 
preferred to Iw out of doors. My father 
considered, 1 believe, that, as 1 was a 
younger son and must in some way support 
myself, I should l>e well trained in is>th 
mind and body, and had he lived the ehunon 
of the former might have lst>n lettered. 
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The latter was often made diftieult by my 
mother, who was unhappy when I wus sub¬ 
ject to the risks to which nil lads of spirit 
nit* exposed. I remetiiis'r that, when later 
my father was teaching me to leap my pony, 
the pony refused over am) over, and this 
being near to the house, my mother run out, 
and at lad ha«l a kind of h> sterirk turn. My 
father snt still t*n a big stallion and took no 
notice of her entreaties. At last l got the 
pon> over, and he fell with me. 1 jumjted 
up ami was in the saddle in a moment. My 
father * aid that was ill ridden, ) must try it 
again; amt upon flu* my mother ran hnek 
to the house, erying out l would be mur¬ 
dered, Hut tm father wa< this manner of 
man; lie hated defeat, while m\ mother was 
ever dc -uom. of keeping me out of danger, 
lieenu e it made her utteomfotlable; and this 
was <4 1 ange, for I have never fteen able to 
ms* that die win* great!) pleaded when I was 
sneer.«ful, or was much moved by what the 
great Milder allowed me to attain in later 
years. 

My elder brothers, latwrenee and Augus 
tine, were isith at different times sent to 
Knghtnd for edueatmn at Appleby School, 
near Whitehaven, w hen 1 was n child. Law 
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rencc had the family liking fur enterprises 
and martial employment. I was eight years 
old, and he of ago, when Lawrence nerved 
with Admiral Vernon and General Went 
worth in the disastrous attack mi ('arta 
gena. I remember ns a hoy the interest this 
expedition caused in our neighbourhood. It 
was said that Harry Beverley and other 
Virginians captured by the Spaniards had 
been made to work as slaves, and this 
stirred up much feeling among us. The e\ 
Governor Hpottiswood, although an aged 
man, would have gone as a major general, 
but died suddenly at Temple Farm, near 
Yorktown,where forty two years later Lord 
Cornwallis met me to sign the eapitula 
tions. 

Lawrence was away two years. 'Hie let. 
ters wrote by him to my father were full 
of interest, and, as I rcmeml»er, were the 
means of arousing in me, who was hut a 
little lad, the liking for warfare, of which 
we all had a share. 

I can remember how, as we sat about the 
hearth at evening, my father rend aloud 
to us these letters, and explained to me the 
military terms used, and why, for want of 
foresight, the gallantry of soldiers and sail 
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<th served only to give opportunity for loss 
of life. Thin was esjnieinlly in connection 
with tin 1 hint letter wo received, after the din- 
mnl failure of the attack on Cartagena. He 
wrote: 

Uonuuukd ani> dbak Fathkh : What with dis¬ 
sensions la'tween tho Oonerul Wentworth and 
Admiral Vernon, who wan, aa wo think, not to 
blame, we have come away, leaving the Hpaniarda 
to crow, and our Colonel Oouoh ill at Jamaica. 
When I nui to have another done of glory I pray 
to have t«ctter doetors. 

Wu were to storm Fort /navim—which must 
mean bamrus at night. Hut we were too long 
getting there, or the guide* treacherous, and the 
ladders t«*o short ami no sufllciient breach. This 
lAtettma fort was too muelt alive, hut we were ac¬ 
tually on the rampart when Colonel Omut wan 
killed, and we were driven hack in sad confusion, 
and half of tin, a good thousand, killed or wounded 
for want of forethought. 1 came off with no more 
hurt than to l*e so spent that I had no breath 
to curse the folly for whieh so many brave men 
died. Tho climate was worse than the dens, and 
we took ship with our tails between our legs and 
soma two thousand shaking with agues and racked 
with fever. 

When I heard this 1 jumped up and said 
1 wished I could have boon there, upon 

i 
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which my father laughed and said 1 was 
better off where I wan, mid my mother that 
I had better go to lx>d. 

I was at that age when hula of spirit an* 
apt to ask questions, and eoneerning these 
my father was always patient, ami eneour 
aged a reasonable curiosity; hut, on the 
other hand, my mother disliked this habit of 
curiosity, and when my father talked of In 
dian wars and of my brother's tine conduct 
at Cartagena she was sure to say t should 
never go to war. My father would reply 
that it was sometimes the business and also 
the duty of a gentleman, and then there was 
no greater pleasure than to hear over amt 
over how Sir Henry Washington, said to l*e 
of our family, defended Worcester in the 
civil war in England. 

In those days all the world was at war, 
and with us there was always the dread of 
Indian outbreaks. It was no wonder that 
I and other little fellows at 1 lobby’s school 
played at soldiering. A lad named William 
Bustle, a fat, sturdy hoy, was commander 
of the Indians, and in the woods we inn 
tated the rod men and the frontier farmers, 
and passed from true to tree throwing 
stones, or, in winter, snowballs, with mock 
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seal ping ami much pulling of Imir, which 
was worn long. This was interfered with 
one winter beemiHo Bustle hit me in the 
eye with a Hnowbnll in which was a atone, 
a thing not considered fair. My mother 
wished Bustle punished. My father said I 
must take care of my own quarrels, and 
this I did, for, being then ten years old, 
and very strong, as soon ns I went back 
to school 1 gave Bustle a good lauding. 
In fact, I was of unusual strength, and Im¬ 
mune of my violence of temjwu* felt no 
hurt, and would not listen when Bustle 
called, “ Knough." My mother’s uncertain 
discipline and her too affectionate weak¬ 
ness did mo great harm. For if my father 
punished ate on account of disolmdienee or 
outbursts of temper, my mother was sure 
to interfere, or to coddle ami pity me, a 
thing 1 greatly disliked. I never learned 
much self control until a later day, which, 
in its place, 1 shall call to mind. 

My sister Betty, who afterwards married 
Fielding Imwis, was, next to my half brother 
Lawrence ami my brother .lack, most dear 
to me. Samuel hud some of the weaknesses 
of my mother, and Charles, in inter days, 
some worso ones of ids own. In after life 
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Samuel was often in debt, and was married 
five times, Iteing extravagant in this ns in 
all other ways. Mildred was sadly a fleeted 
from birth and diet! voting. It was unfor 
tunate for me that while 1 was a rltild itty 
half-brothers were sent front bona' and put 
in charge of the plantations of Wakefield 
and of Mount Vernon, which had Itoen re¬ 
built and given the name of the admiral 
whom Lawrence much admired. 



V 

I N 1742 Lawrence came from Cartagena, 
and meant to continue in the service, 
hut, after our midden way, lie fell in love 
with Anne,the daughter of William Fairfax 
of I tel voir, our neighbour, the cousin and 
agent of my lord of that name, and this, 
luckily for my own character, ended his 
desire for a military life. I too •well recall 
the event which delayed his marriage. I 
was at this time, April 17, 1742, licing 
eleven years old, on a visit to my cousins 
at Choptank, some thirty miles away. We 
were very merry at sup]sir, when Peter, who 
was supposed to look after me, arrived with 
the news of my father’s sudden illness. It 
was the first of my too many exjs*riences of 
the ravage time brings to all men. I heard 
the news with a kind of awe, but without 
realizing bow serious in many ways was 
this summons. I rode home behind Peter, 
and found my mother in a state of distrae- 
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tion. She led me to the ljedside of my 
father, crying out, “ Ho is dying.” The 
children were around him, and he was 
groaning in great pain; hut he kissed us 
in turn, and said to me, “He good to your 
mother.” I may say that throughout her 
life I have kept the promise I made him 
as I knelt, crying, at his Itedside. He died 
that night, and 1 lost my Itest friend. 

My mother for a month talked of him 
incessantly, ami after that very little, ex¬ 
cept to say, “ If your father were alive I 
should be more considered.” 1 do not 
know why T, too, was averse to a{leaking 
of him, and yet I loved him above all pen 
pie. But concerning such matters ehitdrea 
are puzzled, and unable to express them 
selves, nor have f ever l)oen other than shy 
in saying what I feel in the way of nffee 
tion, whereas on paper I do not suffer this 
shyness, nor feel the reserve which oeea 
sioned Colonel Trumbull to say to me 
once that I was often unjustly regarded 
as cold because of my difficulty of bung 
outspoken concerning my regard for those 
dear to me. I am little better of it to day. 

My father had much land ami little 
money. As was usual in Virginia, he left to 
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his elder hoiih the larger share. To Law- 
re nee he gave his interest in the iron-works, 
with Mount Vernon and two thousand five 
hundred acres, also the resident slaves and 
the mill, and, in ease of his failure to leave 
a child lawfully l>egotten or such child 
dying under age, this pro|x*rty was “ to 
go to and remain” to me. To Augustine 
he left Wakefield; to me his farm on the 
Rappahannock and one moiety of his land 
on Deep Run, with ten negro slaves. 8am- 
uel, John, and Dharles were also given land 
and slaves, and Betty four hundred pounds. 

My mother was to have my estate for 
her use until 1 was of age, and with what¬ 
ever else was left her, and her own sixteen 
hundred acres, might have sufficed with 
economy; hut that virtue she found diffi¬ 
cult to practise, and was never a prudent 
or managing woman. She soon felt her 
children to lte a heavy harden upon an 
estate which was none too large, and com¬ 
plained, us was common for her to do all 
her life, that she was poor, and this even 
when I was assured that she was comfort¬ 
ably eared for. I never knew a more af¬ 
fectionate mother. She was said to have 
lieen foolishly fond of her children, and I 
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was more than own brought to feel tlint 
her love of ns did interfere with good j‘“|K 
ment. Certainly whatever were her oj»in 
ions,—and we did not often agree, these 
differences never lessened my love tor her, 
as differences often do. As she grew oh! 
her peculiarities were more and toon* nota 
ble. With very many good qualities, she 
was hard to satisfy, anti this did not reuse 
until the end of her life, for she could not 
be restrained from borrowing money and 
accepting gifts from those who were not 
her relations. Indeed, l once had to write 
her that while I had a shilling left she 
should never want, hut that 1 must not l»e 
viewed as a delinquent, or 1 h* considered 
by the world as unjust and an undutifu! 
son. But so was she made, and even her 
doctor, Thornton, wrote to me in tier last 
illness, in which his cousin, 1 >r. Kush, was 
also consulted, that he “ had every day a 
small battle with her.” 



vr 

M Y father cliod in April, 1743, and Law¬ 
rence wiih married to Mian Fairfax 
in .June of that year. It wan fortunate for 
me that my brother’a wife, Anne Fairfax, 
aeon aha red the* constant affect ion felt for 
me by her husband Lawrence. 

Austin, as we annuity called Augustine, 
also embarked into the matrimonial state 
as the* bunhand of Anne Aylett of Went- 
moreland, who brought him a large prop¬ 
erty. 

The next three yearn of my young life 
were important. I learned very noon from 
my toother that, when of age, I would have 
a moderate estate and insufficient. It in a 
happy tiling that children have no power 
to realize what money means to their eiders, 
else 1 might have tswn net against Law 
rene«* and thought my father unjust. As 
I did not understand my mother’s com¬ 
plaints of poverty, they had no effect upon 
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me. After my father's death, and in the ah 
sence of my elder brothers, the house and 
farm booh showed the waul of a man h 
care, and we lads enjoyed at this time al 
most unlimited freedom. My older hru 
there saw it, and felt that I, at least, might 
suffer, being of an age and nature to need 
discipline and to In* guided. In inet, 1 de 
lighted to skip away from my man Peter, 
and find indulgence in roasting ears of In 
dian corn in the forbidden eahins of the 
field-slaves, or in noon-hunts id night, when 
all the house was asleep. When my pranks 
wore discovered my mother was sometimes 
too severe in her punishments, or else only 
laughed. 

Nothing was assured or certain in the 
house, now that the hand of wise and strong 
government was gone. 

Wo were taught the catechism as a prep 
aration for Sundays, and my mother rend 
the Bishop of Kxeter’s sermons or Matthew 
HaleV‘Commentaries, Moral and Divine.” 
I still have this hook. It lxdonged origi 
nally to my father’s first wife, dane Hotter, 
and below her name my mother wrote her 
own, “Mary Ball.” At this time she was 
much given to Puritanical views, which 
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were l>eginning to be fell in Virginia, owing 
largely to the want of Imtter clergymen in 
tin* Kstablished (ilmrch. She would have 
the servants up late on Saturday to cook, 
that there might lm no labour on Sunday. 
In consequence, the blacks fell asleep in 
ehureh. My mother would then get up in 
mid-service, and go where they ant, and poke 
them awake with her fan. 

At thin period my great jM'rsonnl strength 
and endurance were constant temptations 
to forbidden enterprises on lami or water, 
and it was at thin time of my life that I 
discovered a certain pleasure in danger. I 
that it difficult, not having the philosophi¬ 
cal turn of mind, to deserilte what I mean; 
but of this I iH'came aware as time went on, 
that, in battle or other risks, l was suddenly 
the master of larger eomjH'tena* of mind 
and body than I possessed at other times. 

When, on one oeeasion, the learned Dr. 
Franklin desired to In* excused if he asked 
whether in battle I bad ever felt fear, l had 
to confess that in contemplating danger 
! was like most men, but that immediate 
j»eril bad upon me the influence which liquor 
has upon some, making them feci able for 
anything. He said yes, but as to the influ- 
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ence of drink, that was a mere delusion; 
■whereas he understood, and lion* he lagged 
to apologize, that, in great danger in battle 
and when the ranks were breaking, l had 
seemed to possess powers of decision and 
swift judgment, lieyond those I could ordi 
narily command. 1 said it was true, that 
danger seemed to lift me in mind ami body 
above my common level, and that it was the 
satisfaction this gave which made danger 
agreeable; not, be it said, the peril, but the 
results. 

I apprehend him to have Itren correct, 
for in battle I have often fell this, as at 
Monmouth, at Princeton, and elsewhere. 
In general, my mind acts slowly, and 1 have 
been often painfully aware of it when in 
council with General Hamilton, Mr. defier 
son, or General Knox. General Wayne was 
fortunato in this quickening of the mind in 
danger. IIo onee said to Colonel Hum 
phreys of my staff that he disliked damrer, 
but liked its effects upon himself when it 
came. 

Certainly I had my share of risks at the 
time I now speak of. No one controlled 
my actions, and old Peter, in whom my 
father had greatly trusted, now allowed me. 
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in general, to do as pleased me. The river 
and the forests afforded game, but the rid¬ 
ing of half broken horses was what most I 
liked. My joy in the horse and his ways 
was the mere satisfaction in conquest and in 
the training of a strong brute; but it made 
me a good horseman, and helped, though I 
knew it not then, to prepare me for the years 
when I was to las so much in the saddle. 

We had at this time a slave named Samp¬ 
son, who possessed great control over ani¬ 
mals. He was old in our service, and very 
black. 1 le was said to Is* a Maudingo negro, 
and to do very well if kindly treated. The 
blacks of this trilns incline to take their own 
lives if what they feel to be disgrace falls 
upon them, and this man, for whom my fa¬ 
ther had a great liking, never had been 
whipjted. lie had charge, under the over¬ 
seer, of the stables, the brood mares, and the 
training of horses for saddle or harness. 

I was at this time more about the stables 
than was allowed under my father’s rule, 
and did, in fact, much ns I liked out of 
school hours. It so happened that once, 
on a Saturday, there lining no school, I 
was very early at the stables, and, as there 
was no one to hinder, made the groom 
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saddle a hunter we lmd. On tins l made 
my appearance at a meet for fox hunting, 
four miles from home, to tin* great amuse 
mcnt of the gentry. They asked me if I 
could stay on, and if the horse knew he had 
any one on his hack. However, the hig sor 
rel carried me well, and knew his business 
better than I did. I saw two fovea killed, 
and this was my first hunt; hut its l rode 
home my horse went lame, and, to save him, 
I dismounted and led hint. Towards noon, 
when we were come to the farm stable, 1 
found the overseer, with a whip in his hand, 
swearing at Sampson, ami making as if 
about to beat him. 1 ran up tx*hiud them 
and snatched away the whip. The overwer 
turned and, seeing me, said ho meant to 
punish Sampson for letting me take a 
horse whieh was sold to go to Williamsburg. 
When he knew the horn* was lame, la* was 
still more angry; hut I declared 1 was to 
blame, and no one else, and said he should 
first whip me. He said no more, exeept that 
my mother would say what was to tx* done. 
I think ho made no report of me, anti eer 
tainly my mother said nothing. When the 
overseer had walked away, the old servant 
thanked me, and said no one had ever struek 
him, and that it would be his death. This 
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seemed strange to mo, a boy, for the slaves 
were whipped like ehihiren, and thought an 
littIt* of it. Sampson said to mo that 1 wuh 
like my father, that whon 1 was angry I bo- 
enme rod and thon pah*, and that l must 
never got angry with a horse. 

Aftor this intorforonoo Sampson took 
groat pains with mo and taught mo many 
usoful tilings aliout horses. Although I 
lieoamo a good horseman, l never had his 
strange gift of managing dogs or other 
erouturea. Indeed, he was the only hlaek 
man I ever saw who oould hamlle ltees, for 
these industrious little inseots have a great 
enmity to negroes. 

All this happened in Hotelier, 17K1, and 
was the means of making a useful ehnnge 
in my life and ways. At about this time 
my two brothers enme together to visit us, 
in order to satisfy my mother’s enmplainta 
that she was never so poor and, sitioe my 
father died, was not ever eonsidered. It 
hwiiih that at this time she was, ns she re¬ 
mained until death, n dissatisfied woman, 
although never without nufiieient ineome. 
She was, 1 fear, born diseontenied, and 
eouhl not help it; for happiness dejtends 
more on the internal frame of a person's 
mind than on the externals in this world. 
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W HILE matters concerning the estate 
were being discussed, Lawrence smm 
discovered so much of my too great free 
dom that he and my half-brother Augustine 
insisted that I go to live for n time with the 
latter, near to whose abode was a good 
school. My mother wept and protested, but 
at last agreed, with impatience, that 1 might 
go if I wished to do so. Of this Ijiwrenee 
felt secure, for he had promised mo a horse 
for myself and clothes to come from 1 am 
don, especially a red coat. I have always 
had a fancy for being well clothed; and as I 
was less well dressed than other gentle 
men’s sons, the idea of a scarlet coat,and the 
promise of spurs when I had learned to ride 
better, settled my mind. I liked very well 
the great liberty I had, and to part with this 
and my playfellows T was not inclined; hut 
I felt, as a boy does, that f was Isnng made 
of importance, which pleases mankind at all 

48 



THK YOUTH OH WASHINGTON 4S) 

times of life. I may «ay, also, that I was tx*- 
«>m« more grave than most of my years, 
and was curious to see Williamsburg, whore 
lived tho king’s governor, and something 
beyond our plantation. 

I remember that (leorge Fairfax insisted 
once that no action ever grew out of only 
one motive, and, as I see, there were sev¬ 
eral made me willing to leave my home, 
'rhus when Lawrence talked to me of his 
wars, and of his friends the Fairfaxes, and 
of how I must also soon visit him at Mount 
Vernon, I readily agreed to his wishes. It 
was hartl to part with Betty, who looked 
like me until 1 had the smallpox, and with 
my dear brother .lack; but 1 was eager, as 
the day came, to set* tho outside world, and 
i rode away very content, on a gray mare 
with one black fore foot, Imside Augustine, 
and my man Peter after us. 

It was a long ride across the neek and 
down to Pojtc's Creek on the Potomac, and 
I was a tired lad when we rode at evening 
tip to the door of the house of Wakefield, 
where I was Imrn eleven years before. 

Here Itegan a new life for me. Anne 
Aylett, Mrs. Augustine Washington, was a 
kind woman, very orderly in her ways, and 

4 
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handsome. After two days C‘‘ter was 
home, and I was allowed to rule uho 
a Mr. Williams’s school at Oak Lruve, 
miles away. 

X took very easily to arithmetic, 
later, to mathematic studies. I remei 
with what pleasure and pride l accompli 
Mr. Williams when he went to survey t 
meadows on Bridges’ Creek. To disc 
that what could Ik* learned at school n 
be turned to use in setting out the home 
land, gave me the utmost satisfactioi 
have always had this predilection for 
knowledge as can Ih* put to practical 
and was never weary of tramping nfte 
teacher, which much surprised my sisti 
law. I took less readily to geography 
history. Home effort was math* (hut 
was later) to instruet mi* in the rndiu 
of Latin, hut it was not kept up, a 
phrase or two 1 found wrote* later in a i 
book is all that remains to me of 
tongue. 

I much regret that 1 never learm 
spell very well or to write Knglish 
elegance. As the years went by, 1 impi 
as to both defects, through incessant 
on my part and copying my letters 
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and over, (Ireat Hktll in the use of language 
l have never possessed, but I have always 
linen able to make my meaning so plain in 
what l wrote that no one eonld fail to un¬ 
derstand what I desired to make known. 

1 have always iieen willing to confess 
my lack of early education, but notwith¬ 
standing have lieen !letter able to present my 
reasons on pajter than by word of mouth. 
I am aware, as 1 have said, that, except in 
the chase or in battle, my mind moves 
slowly, but i am further satisfied that under 
jMwefnl circumstances my final capacity to 
judge and net is rjuitc as good as that of men 
who, like (Icneral Hamilton, were my sitpe- 
riours in power to express themselves. I 
may add that 1 learned early to write a clear 
am! very legible band. As to spelling, my 
mother’s was the worst t ever saw, and I 
believe King (leorge whs no lietter at it than 
1. his namesake. This just amv reminds me 
that l may have Usui named after his grand¬ 
father, King (leorge 11, for (leorge was not 
a family name, and, as we were very loyal 
jieople, it may have Wen so. 

it was usual in those days to give to 
ehihiren names long in use in a family, 
•foiiu, Augustine, and Uiwwmce, for males, 
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wore repeated among us, and Mildree 
Harriott; but I never heard of a <*< 
Washington before mo, nor of any <h 
in our descent, except my granduml 
grandfather, the Hon. doorge Kent 
Ins Majesty’s council in H»f>7. Ur 
Hamilton at one time interested hints* 
this matter, but I could make no sat: 
tory answer. I suppose mv mother I 
I never thought to ask her. Uenernl ! 
ilton made, merry over the idea of how 
it would have gratified his present Mu 
to have known of his grandfather Iteinji 
honoured. 

Indeed, it pleased Mr. 1 hmne, whet 
ligning me, to call me Ueorgius Hex, l 
this I apprehend that I have said etc 
Tt is of no importance. 

Outside of my school, the life at V 
field was well suited to a lad of * 
There were thirty horses in the stable* 
some of them well bred and had won 
at Williamsburg. 

The waters of Pojte’s Oreek, wher 
Potomac tides rush in at tlood and c 
ebb through a narrow outlet of the i 
were full of crabs, oysters, clams, am: 
One of the slaves, named Appleby 
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August's school, was engaged in the supply 
of Oh!), which the tunny negroes and the 
family needed. I think there were, at the 
leant, seventy blacks. Being permitted to 
go on the water with Appleby, 1 found 
much satisfaction in nailing and rowing 
and the search for shell fish. My brother 
August once surprised me by saying that 
some day the bottom of the Buy of t'hesn 
jH*ake would In* a richer mine, on account 
of the oysters, than my brother I jtwrcuce's 
iron-mines, by which we all set great store. 
This may some day come to pass. The 
quantities of shad took in April and May 
were enough to feed an army, and what we 
did not eat went to feed the land. 

In the autumn 1 was sometimes allowed 
to sit with August in a wattled blind, Ih>- 
hind brush, while at dawning of day he shot 
flit* dueks, geese, and swans which tlew over 
the little islands of Pojje’s (’reek in great 
flocks. 

I prosjM*red in this hardy life and grew 
strong and able to endure, nor was it less 
good for me in other ways; for, although 
1 eared very little for August’s ibid ling, nor 
to hear Anne sing, nor for the books, of 
which there was a fair supply, 1 admired 
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August so much that 1 liegnn, 
will do, to imitate his ways **f doing th 
And this was of use to me, for August 
very courteous and mild spoken to j« 
of all classes, and much lielovrd In 
slaves, to whom he was a gentle and eo 
orate master. 

The country along the Potomac was 
settled with families of gentry, and ’ 
were made by rowboats, so that 1 found 
soon boy companions, although Bel 
where the Fairfaxes lived, and Mount 
non, rebuilt in 1742, living remote, wen 
frequently visited. 

The church at Oak drove was the 1 
attended, and few persons were pre.n 
or admonished for non attendance, 
cause on Sunday, as many drove loop 
tanees, provisions were brought, and i 
oak grove near hv, Udween services, 
was a kind of picnic, very pleasant f 
younger people. 


VII! 


B OON’ after going to live for a season at 
WnkcHeld with Augustine, l liegnn to 
take myself more seriously than is common 
in hoys of my age. I 1 h*Hi'Vi* ! have all my 
life ls<en regarded as grave and reserved, 
althougli, in fact, a part of this was due to 
n eertain shyness, which I never entirely 
overcame, and of which I have already 
written. My new schoolmaster, Mr. Wil¬ 
liams, gave me a Isiok which I still have, 
and which here, and later at Mount Ver 
non, was of use to me. It was called this 
'* Youth's (’ompanion.” It contained re- 
ecipts, directions for coialuct and manners, 
how to write letters, and, what most pleased 
me, methods of surveying land by Hunter's 
rule, and all manner of problems in arith- 
metie and mathematics, ns well as methods 
of writing deeds and eonveyanees. Young 
ns I was, it suited well the practical side of 
my nature; for how to do things, and the 

IA 



56 


THE YOUTH OF WAKlUNUToJi 


doing of them ho as to reach practical re¬ 
sults, have never ceased to please me. 

My mother’s natural desire for my pres¬ 
ence wore out the patience of Augustine, 
and I was at hist, after some mouths (hut 
I do not rememlier exactly how long), sent 
hack to her and to a school kept by the 
ltev. James Marye, a gentleman of Hague 
not descent, at Fredericksburg, ami from 
whom I might have learned French. My 
father had been desirous, l know not why, 
that I. should learn that language; but this 
I never did, to my regret. I should have 
been saved some calumny, as l shall men 
tion, and later also ineonvenicruv, when I 
had to deal with French officers during the 
great war. I had then to make use of Mr. 
l)uponeeau and of Lieutenant Colonel Hugh 
Wynne of my staff, hut had lioeu better 
served by 0. W. had l known the French 
tongue. 

I was at this time about fourteen, and 
was, as I said, a rather grave lad. I was 
industrious as to what l liked, hut fond of 
horses and the chase, and was big of mv 
years, masterful, and of more than common 
bodily strength. 

I was not more unfortunate than most 
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other young Virginians in regard to edu¬ 
cation. (Inventor Spottiswood, an I have 
hoard, found no iuciiiIhth of tho ma¬ 
jority in the I founts who could spell cor- 
reelly or write ho uh to state clearly their 
grievance*. There wore itersons, like the 
late t'ohmel Byrd, who were exception#, but 
theno were usually nuch an had been abroad. 
Patrick Henry, tong after thi# time, ob- 
Horved to my winter that, even if we Virgin¬ 
ian# had little education. Mother Wit waa 
1 letter than Mother Country, for the gen- 
t lenten who came tmek brought home more 
vice# than virtue#. In fact, thi# may have 
lieen my father’# opinion; for, although ho 
went latwrenee and Augustine to the Ap¬ 
pleby School in England, he would not allow 
of any long residence in London, where, he 
said, “men’s manner# are finished, but no, 
too, are their virtue#.’' 

Cor a few month# in the next year l spent 
about half of the time with my mother. 
While there l #ttidied, a# Itefore, at the 
school kept by the Kev, Mr. Marye. The 
test of the time was sjtent in the company 
of Lawren«*e and his lady at Mount Vernon. 

Lawremv was a tall man, narrow ehetded, 
and less vigorous than Augustine. He waa, 
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however, fornl of tin* chase and f"\ hunting, 
and had hooka in larger mmiU-r than was 
■usual among planters. 1 remember him as 
very pleasing in his ways, and possessed of 
a certain reserve and gravity of demeanour, 
which, as my sister Betty l ,ew is remarked, 
made his rare expressions of affection more 
valuable. 

lie seemed to me the finest gentleman 
I ever knew, and 1 took to imitating him ns 
my model, as I had done Augustine, which 
was at times matter for mirth to Anne, lu . 
wife. No doubt it seemed ridiculous, hut it 
was, l do Ixdieve, of use to me. 

As I write, 1 recall with unceasing gniti 
tude the great debt 1 owe to my brother's 
care of me at this period of my life, ! was 
encouraged when 1 was at Mount Vernon 
as I was then for a time away from school 
—to keep up my studies, and 1 rememUw 
that I fell again with satisfaction upon the 
manna 1 1 just now spoke of. It is still in m> 
possession, and my wife's children once 
made themselves uncommon merry over the 
ill-made pictures I drew on the blank page-; 
but it was of use to me ns no other honk ever 
was. 

I was early made to understand that 1 
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must do something to support myself. Tho 
few acres on the river Lappnhmmock were 
not to Is* mine until 1 Iteenme of age, and 
until then were my mother’s; indeed, 1 never 
took them from her. My brother disap¬ 
proved of the easy, loose life of the younger 
sons of planters, and, of eourse, trade was 
not to 1 h> eonsidered, nor to work ns a dark; 
and vet, without enre, aeeuraey, and such 
business eapaeitv as is masted by merchants, 
no man ran hope to 1 m* successful, either as 
a planter or even in warfare. 

F.ver since 1 had l»oen at Mr. Williams’s 
school, I had a liking for the surveying of 
land, and had Inter Iteen allowed to further 
inform myself by attending upon Mr. (lean, 
tin* official surveyor of Westmoreland, n 
man very honest and most accurate. In 
d«*ed, 1 bad so welt learned this business that 
1 lieeatne, to ftiv great jov, of use to Law 
reuce and some of his neighbours, es}*eeially 
to Wilburn Fairfax, who had at first mueli 
doubt us to how far my skill might lie 
trusted. 

Meanwhile various oeeupntious for me 
were eonsidered and discussed by my elders. 
The sen wji*. lens favoured in Virginia than 
at the North; hut many enptnins of iner 
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chant ships were in those days, like my fa 
ther, of the better class, and my brothers, 
who saw in me no great promise, believed 
that if I went to sea as a sailor 1 might lie 
helped in time to a ship, and have my share 
in the pros{>erous London trade. 

Like, many hoys, I inclined to this life. 
I remind myself of it here lieeittise it has 
been said that I was intended at this time 
to serve the king as a midshipman, whielt 
was never the case. Meanwhile, for this 
was an alTair long talked about, my mo 
ther’s brother, Joseph Ball, wrote to her 
from London, .May ID, 174(5, that the sea 
was a dog’s life, and, unless a lad had great 
influence, was a poor affair, and the navy 
no better. Upon this my mother wrote, 
offering various trifling objections, and at 
last hurried to Mount Vernon, ami so pro 
vailed by her tears that my small ehest was 
brought back to laud from n ship in the 
river. 

My brother Lawrence comforted me in 
my disappointment, saying there were many 
roads in life, and that only one had l**en 
barred. I remmnlter that I hurst into tears, 
when once f was alone, and rushed off to 
the stables and got a horse, and rode away 
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at a groat puoo. Thin linn alwaya dono mo 
good, ami, aomohow, aottlod my mind; for 
I imvo novor folt, an I IkOiovo a Latin writor 
aaid, that oaro witn 1 k* 1»tu«i a horaoman. I 
jnltod mino (dT, hut fur dava would not havo 
any ono talk to mo of tho mattor. Kvon aa 
a lad, 1 had nnwiliingnoaa to rouur to a 
thing wlion onoo it waa uoneludod, and that 
ia mo to tlda day. 



TX 


T IIK summer passed away in sport nn«l 
in visits to William Fairfax, who lived 
below us on the river. Here I saw mueh 
good society, among others the Milkens, 
Oarys, ami Lees, ami formed an uttuehinent 
to William Fairfax, the master oi Helvoir, 
and his son George, which was never broken, 
although we came long after to differ in 
regard to our political views, Hut of tin-;, 
and of his cousin. Lord Fairfax, more here 
after. In the fall of this year l returned 
to my mother, or rather, as licfure, 1 went 
to hoard across the Rappahannock at Fred 
erickshurg, in the house id’ a widow of the 
name of Stevenson, which she pronounced 
Stinson. She had, hy her two marriages, six 
sons, two of them Crawfords and four St.* 
vonsons. They were all well grown fellows, 
and of great strength and bigness. 

I am reminded, as l set down in a ran 
dom way what interests me, that, ns i ex 
pected, this act of attention brings to mind 
(12 
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some things which I wmcd to have alto¬ 
gether forgotten. Among them in thin, that, 
just. liefore returning to my school, I went 
with Lawrence to pay my respects to Lord 
Fairfax, who wan come for a visit to his 
cousin at Belvoir. We found tin* family, 
however, in sudden distress at the news, 
just arrived, of the death in battle of 
Thomas, the second son, who was killed in 
the Indies, in an engagement on Imard his 
Majesty’s ship Hunt i< It, We made, on this 
account, hut a short stay. I remeudior that, 
ns we rode away. Lawrence said to me; “A 
great preacher called Jeremy Taylor wrote 
a sermon about death, and gave a long list 
of the many ways of dying. Which way, 
<Icorgc, would you wish to die! ” I said I 
did not wish to die at all. 

Lawrence said: ” But you will die some 
day. What way would you choose V* I said 
I thought to die in hat tie would lie liest, 
and i said this hcenuse I rememlmred with 
horror watching how my father died and 
how greatly lie suffered. 

Lawrence said: “The good preneiter did 
not speak of that way to die.” Now, as I 
write, Lung in years, it seem* that not in 
that way shall 1 die, nor does it matter. 
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After this I went bur!; fo my mother. ur 
rather to the town of l ’ivderiekshurg. I 
liked it the more lsvause Colonel Hut ry 
Willis lived there. He married first tm 
aunt Mildred, and second my cousin Mil 
dred, so that 1 had aland me many cousin**, 
with also Warnera and Thornton* of my 
kindred. 

I was hero fortunate in my teacher, of 
whom 1 have spoken liefore. This gentle 
man, the Rev. James Marye, was very dif 
ferent in his ways from some of the rtergy 
put upon us by the Bishop of London, hard 
drinking, ill-mannered men. Mr. Marve 
was got for Bt. George's parish, on a peti 
tion of the vestry to Governor Gooeh, He 
waa rector thirty years, and was succeeded 
by his son. 

On Sunday, as was quite eomumu in Vir 
ginia, the girls and boys were heard the 
catechism by the rector, and those who did 
well were rewarded from time to time 
the girls with pincushions and the Imys with 
trap-balls. 

The sons of the widow in whose house 
I lodged during the w<*ok were, as I have 
said, rough, big fellows who damaged a 
great deal the pride I had in my strength. 
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twenuse among them, for the first time ns 
eoneorned lads of near my years, I met my 
mateh in wrestling and jumping, and what 
we called tin* Indian hug. Almost all of 
them served under me in the war, and one, 
William Crawford, rose to Ik* a colonel and 
famished miserably, lining burned at San¬ 
dusky in the war with the Indians, after 
their cruel way. 

The I lev. Mr. Marye concerned himself 
more than the ordinary schoolmaster with 
the manners of his scholars. I may have 
I teen inclined lieyond most lads to value his 
rules of courtesy and decent liehaviour, for 
I kept the hook in which I was made to copy 
the one hundred ami eighteen precepts he 
taught us. I conceive them to have tieen of 
service to me and to others. I find the mice 
have gnawed ami eaten a part of these rules. 
When, of late, I showed them to my sister 
Hetty, she said she hoped eating of them 
would make the tuiee polite, for she was 
dreadfully afraid of those little vermin. 

In this manner my next two years passed 
by. During this time I beeame still further 
attracted by the exactness and interest of 
the surveying of land, whieh 1 earned on 
without present thought of gain. 1 used to 
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ride into the woods, and, leaving my l 
tied, make use of 1‘eter as a ehnin U • 
Sometimes my cousins went with me, « 
daily kiwis Willis, my sehoolmnte. 
they soon grew tireii and went to ! 
nesting, or digging up of woodchucks, < 
making the “praying mantis" bug* 
one smother. I never hud much inctim 
towards games which had no distinct or 
ing result. At any time 1 preferred fit 
play to fish or shoot, when allowed, % 
measure lands and plot them. 

Any work demanding strirt metln 
good for a lad, and l found in survey 
education of value and one suited tt 
tiistes, which never very much indita 
discover happiness in constant intern 
with my fellow-men, nor in tuueh re»i 
of books. 


X 


AT the age of fifteen, in the full of 1747, 
i \ 1 wont once more, for n time, to reside 
with tatwrcnee at Mount Vernon, where it 
was to lie flnntiy determined what I should 
do for a livelihood. Ah 1 look laiek on this 
I*t*rioti of my life, 1 perceive that it was the 
occasion of many changes. I saw nmrh 
more of (leorge William Fairfax and 
(leorge Mason, ever si nee my friends, and 
was often with (leorge’s father, the master 
of Helvoir, only four adieu from Mount 
Vernon. 

't'here came often, for long visits, Wil¬ 
liam’s eousin, Lord Fairfax, over whose 
great estates in the valley William was the 
agent. I learned later that when first his 
lordship saw me he pronounced me to he 
a too solan* little prig and this, no doubt, 
1 was; hut after a time, when he eume to 
overcome my shyness, he ttegan to show 
sueli interest in me ns flatten'd my pride 

m 
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and pleased my brother l.nwtvmv. . 
Iteriod Lord Fairfax. ua<* a lull mo 
gaunt, very ruddy and near sighted 

It was natural that ns a lad 1 dm 
pleased by tin* notion thin gentlema 
only nobleman 1 had ev or seen, !«•( 
take of mo. My fondness f**r survey 
took morn seriously than did m% mv 
pie, and told meon«*e it was a noble let 
because it had to lte truthful, and h 
it kept a man awnv from men ami 
daily, from w<nuen. I did m*t then 
stand wlmt he meant, and did not tl 
proper to inquire. 

I owed to this gentleman npport 
which led on to others, and t» no »*i 
have I Ishui more indebted. I frit 
believe that I let go no ehanee in aft 
to serve this admirable family. 

True friendship is a plant of slow g 
and must undergo and withstand the 
of adversity before it is entitled to t 
{Killation. In fact, mueh disaster h 
fallen those friends, front whom politi 
distance have separated me without 
oning my gratitude or afTeetion. 

It has often happened to me to h>at 
I am thought to be a cold mint, but 
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boliovo to he* untrue*; for though I nm, as 
ciim'i'nitt sound intoruourso and fm*dom of 
HjM'ocii, ii man re*si*rvt*d hy nature*, 1 dimivur 
in myw>lf it groat froochuti to ox proas inyaoif 
atTootionntoly on pnpor nor t!o l oonooivo 
that l nm unlike* otiiors in fooling tiio loss of 
tho uuiny friunds whom ilistanot* or tlonth 
has sopnratott from mo. But I will not re*- 
piuo; I havo hail my day. 

Ah my hrothor was awaro of the* advan¬ 
tage* it might Is* to mo to aen-uro the* good 
will of tho Fnirfaxus, 1 was e*nuournge*ei to 
visit Bolvoir ofton, and thus was giv«*n mo 
tho ohnnoo to lx*, whoa ho ohose*, in tho 
esunpnny of hi« lordship, who was at this 
time* a fro«|tiont guost at Bolvoir with his 
ooiisins, and now and thou at Mount Vornon. 

'Hie* oompnny of thoxo g»*ntlome*n was 
of miioh valuo to mo, and in all ways use** 
ful. William Fairfax was a man of honour 
and groat probity; also vory oourtoous. 
Ho had se*t*n se*rvioo in Imth Indies*, niul 
had dive-rs ndvonturos in oloariiig the* pi* 
rate*s out of Now I’rovidonoe*, all of whiuh 
1 was dolightotl to hoar of, mid he* to re*lato. 
Ho had It vis I as a oollootor of onstotiis ill 
the* N*. «w F.nglmu! oolonii*», having tukon 
a wife* at Saleun, ami hod a gronte»r n*sjxsd 
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for thorn than was common in Virginia, 
deed, in those days our planter* desj 
the men of the North an merr trader* 
Puritans, while they, in their turn, 
sidored us godless, drunken, fox hm: 
squires, out of whieh prejudices arose, 
ing the great war, many jealousies 
troubles, of which, Uod knows, there 
enough without them*. 

At this time I was old enough to 
an interest in what my elders said <d 
polities of the colonies. I was more 
more surprised to hear how lightly 
regarded the governor. 1 listened ah 
their complaints of the too frequent t 
fereneo in affairs of whieh we knew n 
and the advisers of the crown in bum 
very little. They complained that e 
prise was crippled on sea and land, 
considered smuggling n just way to e» 
some of the grievous duties laid l*et 
the colonies. They felt it unjust tha 
must use none hut Hritish ships or 
ocean, and be cut off from the natural i 
nels of commerce, etc. I listened m 
and wondered, as a hoy would, why 
great gentlemen, who seemed to me so 
erful, should submit to such wrongs. 
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spoke also with linger of the way in which 
the colonies were being loaded with Uneven 
and women of the worst elans, sent out an 
convicts. Of the political convicts they 
spoke with pity, as indued they might, for 
some of these were gentlemen of good 
families, and in later times, lieing freed, 
prospered in honourable conditions of life. 

There were some singular matters com¬ 
bined with the condition of indentured ser¬ 
vitude. Ksjtecially was I one day aston¬ 
ished to learn that at one time, but earlier 
than this, if the white master of an inden¬ 
tured man was lined and could not pay, 
the debt might Ite satisfied by the whipping 
of one of these bad or unfortunate servants. 

Both Fairfaxes spoke with more freedom 
of the king than did my brothers. Per¬ 
haps they inherited some of the litierty of 
thought which made the famous earl of 
their name a rcliel to the crown in the time 
of the Commonwealth; and yet, when, at 
a later day, we hud even greater cause to 
reliel, they were, to my sorrow, loyal Tories. 

1 was not without younger friends, for to 
Belvoir earne the Carlyles, cousins of the 
Fairfaxes from Alexandria, my own cousin 
Ijiwrenee, with tny dear cousin Robin 
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Washington of Choptank, and many mmv, 
such as the Carys, Mrs. Fairfax** kindred, 
the Masons, and my sister Betty, a great 
favourite. But of all these people, the l mrd 
Fairfax most affected my life, mat indireetly 
prepared me for the career of a frontier 
officer. At this time he was fifty nine years 
old. Although a heavy man, he was a tine 
horseman; and as 1 never was tired of the 
saddle, we were much engaged in the hunt 
ing of wild foxes, or, lucking thews of foxes 
bagged by the negroes amt let louse for the 
sport. He was a man who disliked women, 
and avoided society, or was inclined to l*e 
silent in company; hut with me he was n 
most lively companion, and would tell me of 
Oxford, and of having written p»|«*rs in 
the “Spectator,” which 1 had then Itegtm 
to read. My sister Betty was inclined to 
he merry over his lordship** faney to have 
me ride and hunt with him, saying that us 
I never talked except to answer questions, 
and his lordship talked only once n week, 
we were well matched. My brother laiw 
rence considered her wanting in respeet, 
and that his lordship might Ik* of mueli 
service to me. I could talk when occasion 
served, but 1 had been taught that it wa* 
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iy elders to choose whether I should 
or not. There were times when his 
hip was pleased to encourage me in 
siring of questions, and at other times 
to puzzle me with matters beyond 
ears. 



XI 

I N tliis pleasant company of Wi 
Fairfax anti his wife, ami my f 
George William, his son, I saw with i 
something of the ways ami manners oi 
sons of consideration, ami, !<eing by n 
observant, profited accordingly. Indeo* 
Lord Fairfax more than mire rummt 
the matter to my attention, saying 
good and fitting manners to men « 
classes would often obtain what eouh 
be otherwise as easily had. I do not 
recall the phrase he used, hut, if l 
lect, it was out of a letter written t 
Philip Sidney by his father. 

I find it curious to recall how at 
time I appeared to others, and, com-e 
this, I have found a letter address* 
Lord Fairfax to my mother. In oi 
her sudden and often brief ambition 
me, she desired to know of his lor 
74 


THE YOUTH OP WASHINGTON 


75 


whether it would not he well for me, like 

Mr. C- and Colonel H-, to go to 

Oxford. When riding with the old gentle¬ 
man the next day, he told me of her wish. 
I was surprised, but even then I knew she 
would, at the last minute, change her mind, 
and I said as much, with due respect. For 
a time he rode on in silence, and at last 
said: “Young man, this is your country; 
stay here. What do you want to do?” I 
said boldly I should like to be a surveyor 
and help in the settling and surveying of 
his lordship’s lands in the valley. He said 
I was young to contend among hostile squat¬ 
ters, but he would talk with Lawrence of 
it. I heard no more of Oxford, and this 
is the answer he made my mother. It seems 
to me as I read this letter, after the lapse 
of forty-nine years, that what his lord- 
ship wrote was very near to the truth; 
nevertheless, it greatly displeased my 
mother. But she was always displeased 
with any one who did not agree with her, 
which, indeed, was hard to do, as sister 
Betty Lewis once said, because, when¬ 
ever for peace you were on her side, you 
found that she had changed to the opposite 
opinion. 
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He wrote: 

/iVl» 

HONOtUtEO MaOAM ; Yuli fir** so good m 
what I think of a tem|mmry residence fm 
son George in England. If m it ^mntr\ f»*r 
I myself have no inclination, and tlm gent 
you mention are certainly renowned gamble 
rakes, which I should ho sorry \our *on wr 
posed io t oven if \m means easily ndmtiie 
residence in England, He in strong find 
and as good a master of a homo ns any no 
sire. His education might haw hern hr* 
but what ho hits in accurate and inclines I 
much life out of doors. He xn \ cry grn 
one of his age, and reserved in las mtere 
not a great talker at any time 11 m m md n 
to me to act slowly, hut, on the whole, !«* 
just conclusions, and he has an ardent 
see the right of question* - wlmf my fru t 
Addison was pleased to cull 41 the intellect ti 
seience. ,, Method and exactness seem t« hi 
ral to George. Ho is, 1 susjirct, t*t»gi fitting 
the sap rising, being in the spring of life, 
getting ready to bn the prey of your *«*, 
fore may the Lord help him, and deliver hit 
the note those spiders, called women, will e 
his ruin. I presume him to be truthful h 
he is exact. I wish I could sav thiit h»> g 
Ms temper. He is subject In attacks of mi 
provocation, and sometimes without jimt 
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hnt ns hi* in a reasonable person, tium* will cure 
him of this vier of mil tire,and in fad hi> in,in my 
judgment, •'» man who will go to school all his 
life amt profit thereby. 

I hope, mmliirn, that you will llml pleasure in 
what I have written. ami will rest assured that 
l shall continue to interest myself in It is for¬ 
tunes. 

Much honoured hy your appeal to my judg¬ 
ment, I am, my dear madam, your obedient hum¬ 
ble servant, 

Fairfax, 

To Mrs, Mary Washington. 

My nephew Bush rod Washington, in ar¬ 
ranging tnv papers, plneetl all my Fairfax 
letters in cute piieket, mid thus it elmaras 
that lying next tu this one is a letter from 
Bryan Fairfax, the hrotlter of tny older 
friend, written in 177 H from New York. 1 
am pleased t«* find it here, and thus to lie 
reminded of the vast ehanges through which 
time gives tts opportunities. I had been 
aide to stop the Whigs in New York from 
offensive* nttaeks upon thin gentleman, and 
on this he wrote: 

There an* times when favours conferred make 
a greater impression than at others; for, though 
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I lmve received many, I Iu»|»e I have m.t Wn u«. 
mindful of them; yet that, at a time ymtr jmjm 
larity was at the highest and mine at the lowest, 
and when it in ho common for men's jHihttcnl re 
sentmentu to run up ho high ngiunst tlerne who 
differ from them in opinion, you should act with 
your wonted kimliiciw toward me, has affected me 
more than any favour 1 have received , and muds 
conduct could not be belie* »ul t*v Home in New 
York, it being above the run of common itond*. 

When Lord Fairfax died in hi* ninety 
second year, my old comrade, thin Itryan 
Fairfax, became the heir to hie title, but I 
believe never allowed himself the use of it, 
and, becoming a clergyman of our church, 
is still thus engaged. 

The finding of these two letter* moved 
me more than eommon. Two matter* are 
alluded to in hi* lordship’* letter to my 
mother which, otherwise, I might not have 
reminded myself of, and yet mm of them 
had an important influence on my life, 

I had been told, of a Hundny morning, 
of a great flock of ducks, of the kind called 
canvaaback, and much esteemed. It wn* 
against our habits to shoot on this day, 
but towards evening, the temptation being 
great, I went to the shore and was about to 
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off, when Peter, using the liberty of 
l family servant, said I would make 
airfax and my brother, then like my- 
; Belvoir, angry if I went. When he 
n to the prow to stay me, I suddenly 
y temper and struck him with an oar 
head. He fell down and lay in a sort 
ihake. I thought he was killed, and 
i been white I must surely have put an 
him; but the blacks have thick skulls, 
resentlyhe got up and staggered away, 
sad bleeding. I was both sorry and 
[, for he would not wait when I called, 
liked off to the quarters of the slaves, 
ood still a minute, and then went to 
Duse and told Lawrence, and asked 
o have the man looked after. Law¬ 
being very angry, said: ‘ ‘ This comes 
ir hot temper. Once our father nearly 
a man for a small matter, and that 
him; I hope this may cure you.” I 
mthing, and went to see if the man 
iadly hurt. Peter only laughed and 
“Master George, you hit mighty 
” I liked the man, and, although no 
Ise spoke of the matter again, it had 
effect on me than the many good reso- 
s I had written or made as to keeping 
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my temiwr. I have rarely lout it runs 
since that time: once at Mmunmtil 
after Edmund Untidulph** trencher 
once when (leneral Knox, thru of m 
net, showed me a vile caricature of 
being guillotined. 


XU 

l*; other ttit'ii, I have had my timt‘8 of 
•eiii# irritnhJe, hut oj*eii linger in with 
ko to » tornado, juui if l give wity I 
i in n ship in it storm whim no anchors 
tleneml llnmilton. i»n mu* oeoiwion, 
vcd l«» iin' tlint wore Home till- 

whii-h it was Kmi«l that mi'll should 
you to U< jni*4tossed nf, ItecauMc once 
weie awaie of this, vim were not no 
» lie eat led upon t«» u*‘i' thi'io, ami thin 
lie tI'm* of that rage <>f hiu'it I now 
of. lint I eamiot think it a thing of 
, in m of any real »»-♦*; for if it follow 
or‘a actions, it can do no good, mitt 
nro t letter wa>i of showing disappro- 

i. 

i* other nmttor to which his lorddtip 
in that 1 was. at this timo, the vie- 
if olio of tho.<o attachment* to n lady 
than myself from which lad* are apt 
fler. It was not the last, for in the 

i«t 
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composition of (ho human frame there is 
a good deal of inflammable matter. My 
fancy lasted for some months, hut was 
cured at last by hard work and life in the 
saddle. It was full time that 1 got away 
from the easy hospitality of Belvuir ami 
Mount Vernon. A masterful nature amid 
slaves is not so well situated as among 
scenes where he has to contend with those 
who can resist. Since t Iteenme u man ! 
never approved of human slavery, and 
surely the worst thing ever done to the eutu 
nies was the act of Kngtand in forcing upon 
us an endurance of the trade in slaves, '{’he 
evil results of this tyranny I do not propose 
to discuss fully, hut sure 1 am that the con 
tinnance of this form of servitude will some 
day give rise to troubles, i find myself, 
however, inclined to believe that the habit 
of mastery, also the aristoeratie turn which 
society acquired in Virginia, had u certain 
value in our war with the mother eountry. 
In Virginia the minor officers, such ns enp 
tains, were of a higher class than their pri 
vates, and for this reason, and on account 
of being from youth upward accustomed to 
command obedience and exact discipline, 
were in this respect well fitted for warfare. 
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ew England, especially, under more 
eratic circumstances, and also because 
were few slaves, the officers, such 
itains and lieutenants, were unused to 
i>l men who, being of their own class, 
wledged of late years no such differ- 
of position as in Virginia, and were 
nsubordinate. I found in this state of 
3 a serious obstacle to discipline when 
took command at Cambridge, 
the other hand, it is worthy of remark 
10 general officers of great distinction 
of Southern birth. All of those on 
I learned to depend most largely were 
in the North, or had lived long in the 
es north of Maryland. Of these were 
snerals Knox, Morgan, Wayne, Ham- 
Montgomery, Schuyler, Greene, and, 
Arnold; and generally these were men 
rare not of the upper classes. This is 
ter which I once had occasion to men- 
j Mr. Edmund Pendleton, who was of 
>n that, as the first open warfare was 
North, and the first army there col- 
, it was natural that the early oppor- 
38 and high commissions should have 
to men of the North. I was unable to 
this, but upon reflection it does not 
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present to me a satisfactory explain 
since the actual war lasted seven yean 
afforded many chances to men of all 
lions. 1 find myself naturally drawn 
these reflections by the events of my 
life, hut such interruptions are of m 
ment, because I am endeavouring, fo 
own satisfaction and with no thong! 
others, to consider rather how certain 
in life prepared me for larger tasks, 
with a view to any connected narratioi 
There lived near Mount Vernon at 
time a man named Van Britain, a I) 
man, who, having served under my hr 
Lawrence, at Cartagena, was used at 
as a clerk. He was a slight, wiry little 
and dejxmdent in those days on nt> 
ther’s aid. lie spoke Freueh, hut wh 
well or ill I was too ignorant to know 
because of his supposed ki»owl»*dge,he 
later to be the innoeent means of g< 
himself and me into unpleasant diflirt 
Like Ijnwrenee, he was an aeeompl 
swordsman; and I received from bin 
sons in the small sword, and Iteeame it 
expert in this, ns I have usually Iteeii 
exercise involving strength and am 
being more quick of lstdy than of mint 
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This talent of the sword was an accom¬ 
plishment which I never had to use per¬ 
sonally, nor have I ever been so unfortunate 
as to have needed it in the duel. Experi¬ 
ence has proved that chance is often as 
much concerned in these encounters as 
bravery, and always more than the justice 
of the cause. I felt regret that my friend, 
General Cadwalader, should have exposed 
a valuable life to the pistol of a man like 
General Conway, especially since the real 
cause of the quarrel was, I am assured, lan¬ 
guage used by the latter which my friend 
knew I could not resent. 

Indeed, in an affair like that of these two 
generals, it would have been reasonable to 
have decided by lot which was wrong; for a 
farthing was tossed as to who should be 
first to fire, and both were good shots. 
Happily, my friend was fortunate, and the 
other, who had considered his honour 
wounded, was now in addition wounded in 
his tongue—the organ which made all the 
mischief. 

This lamentable manner of settling dis¬ 
putes was the occasion, while we lay at the 
Valley Forge, of our losing valuable offi¬ 
cers. I have always discouraged it. Many 
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of tho duels in the war might have l>een 
avoided by the help of judicious friends. 
When Captain Paul .femes desired to call 
out Mr. Arthur Iah*, I dissuaded him from 
asking my friends, the two (' s, to he 
his advisers, on aeeonnt of the ton pug 
naeious tendencies of these gentlemen of 
Welsh blood. 
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rriHK question of whether I should l>c- 
JL come ft surveyor by profession was 
much debuted among us. My youth was 
against it, but I was in strength and serious¬ 
ness older than my years. My mother op¬ 
posed it, as she did every ehnnge, Inung of 
those who are defeated Ix'forehand by ob¬ 
stacles. Without any letter plan of life to 
offer, she insisted that it was not an occu¬ 
pation for a gentleman. This was, in a 
measure, true in Virginia. The bounds of 
estates were often vague or contested, and 
there was a strong prejudice against the 
jjersons employed to settle these disputes, 
or who were engaged in laying out new 
plantations lieyond the Alleghanies, and 
who took daily wages, like mechanics. 

The planters settled on the tide-water 
coast or on the rich river lands were long 
since uneasy because they feared the set¬ 
tlements made inland might interfere with 
m 
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their control of the truth* in tobacco, in tin* 
culture of which they were c\han->fing the 
soil. At one time tin* king endeavoured to 
prevent settlements lieyond the mountains, 
under the pretence that they would l*e ton 
little under government. It was l**Uoved, 
however, that the jealousy of the h*ng set 
tied planters was the real means of bringing 
about this deem*, which tm one ids-yed. 
The more enterprising families, who were 
disposed to engage in the aeiptisition of 
such lands, were looked upon with auspi 
cion. Nor were their active agents re 
garded with favour. Imleed. long after 
wards 1 was suhjeet to reproach bemuse 
of having been engaged in the occupation 
of a surveyor of lands. The prejudu-e en 
tertained hy the gentry of Virginia was not 
without foundation in the rlmrneter of 
many of those who were thus employed, for 
they were not all of a decent etass, and wore 
subject to lx* influenced hy hriltes, so that 
out of their misconduct arose many tedious 
disputes as to boundaries. 

Although among my elders then* was 
much discussion as to my choice of a means 
of livelihood, I cannot rememls*r that it in 
any way affected my own resolutions or, 
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in tho ond, iho.o **f my hrnthor*. It wrh 
finally oonolnded 1 hut I was to servo under 
Mr. Uorm, my former imdruetor in survey 
ing. mtti was to Jm« n«'<'o!!t]>miii><t I»y Mr. 
fjeorgo William Fairfax, on a visit to tho 
ostato of Lord Fairfax. 

The jirosjwrt of living nhlo to ourn my 
own living, nml of a hfV in the wilderness, 
ftllod mo with pleasure, ami I sot iilwmt pro 
paring Hints, powder, nml slmt for thn now 
fowling j»io**o hi* lordship was so kind as to 
give mo. I had tho foresight, also, to tako 
some |o**nm* in tho shooing of horses, nml, 
wftor n \ Lit to my mothor, was fully pro 
I mrod for my journey. 

I hol«| it most fortunnto that my own 
inolinntion* nml tho good sense of mv hro- 
thorn sot too to work at a timo of life whon 
temptation* are most dangerous iteoatiso of 
thoir novelty, Many of tho young ntou I 
know Imoiitno hrtttal from oontnot with 
idnvo*, nml n|amt fla ir lives. liko some of 
thoir elder*. in fighting eork* and dog* ttttd 
in running tptnrtor i.w. \ f ow moil worn 
brought up to professions; hut a* estates 
woro entailed on ol»lor son*, or thoy, at least, 
revolved tho turgor portions, nml thorn was 
no unity or navy, tho younger how* woro 
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generally without occupation ami apt to 
fall into evil ways. I little knew, when I 
rode away, how fortunate wax toy choice. 

Wo set out on March 11, 17-17, Ueorgo 
William Fairfax and 1. with two servants 
and a led horse, loaded with n pack and 
such baggage as could not Is* carried in 
saddle-bags. I was at this time ill, not hnv 
ing recovered from an attack of the ague; 
but the action of the horse and the feeling 
of adventure helped me, so that in a day 
or two I left off taking of Jesuits' Imrk, and 
was none the worse. 

I have now before me the diary l kept 
as a lad of near sixteen years. It was not 
so well kept as it was later, hut already in 
it T discover with interest that it turns to 
practical matters, like the value of the land 
and what could be pictured on it. 

As we were soon joined hy mv old mas 
ter in surveying, dames (lean, I learned » 
great deal more of his useful art, and ttsu 
ally earned a doubloon a day, but some 
times six pistoles. Although the idea of 
daily wages was unpleasant to Virginians 
of my class, I remendter that it made me 
feel independent, and set tt sort of value 
upon me which reasonably fed my esteem 
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yself, which wan, I do ladieve, never 
treat. 

ir journey wan without rinks, except 
attics oaken, and the many smiUler ver- 

. I * 1 * I 1 * J. t i * * t 1 i * t 1 
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of the education of tho worn in. Only 
nights did I sleep in a and tI m*i 
more small company than i liked to * 
tain. 

I copy here as it whs wrote liv i 
lad of sixteen, what we saw on a Wei 
day. It might have bwi I tetter spelle 

At evening w« were agreeably surpruu 
yo Bight of thirty odd Iml inns coming fr< ** 
with only one scalp. We gave them some ! 
which, elevating their spirit*, pot them m \ 
mour of dancing. They seal thrm«*lv ni 
a great fire, and one leaps up as if out ..f a 
and runs and jumps ahmit ye ring in a 
cornicle manner; afterward others. Then 1 
there musicians to play and to Wat a jh<1 
full of water, with a deer *km tied tight m 
and a goiml with some almtt in it to rutth 
piece of a horse tail tied to it to make it h«d 

Tho Dutch, then of Into conn* in 
Pennsylvania, I found an uncouth pc 
who, having aquatted, as wo say, n 
not their own, hojwnl to acquire cheap t 
They were merry and full of untie tr 
I talked with some by an interpreter 
heard them say they eared not who wer 
masters, French or Fnglish, if only 
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(t to farm their lands. This amazed 
to was brought up to despise the 
as frog-eating folk, and, indeed, this 
fence of the Dutch became a matter 
cera when wo had a war with the 

r one night in a Dutch cabin I liked 
a bearskin and the open air, for it 
t to my taste to lie down on straw— 
opulous—or on a skin with a man, 
nd squalling babies, like dogs and 
id to cast lots who should be nearest 

l not like these people, and the In- 
interosted me more. Gcnn under- 
heir tongue well enough to talk with 
md the way they had of sign-lan- 
pleased Lord Fairfax, because, he 
m could not talk too much in signs 
y abuse your neighbour; but I found 
d a sign for cutting a man’s throat, 
teemed to me that was quite enough, 
rso than abuse. Mr. Genn warned 
; one of their great jokes was, when 
• hands with white men, to squeeze 
> give pain. Being warned, I gave 
of who was called Big Bear such 
hat, in his surprise, he cried out, and 
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thus much amuml the other warrior*. ’Huh 
incident in not in my diary, ami l find it 
remarkable that now, after no many yearn, 
it should come to mind, when even mime 
more eerioua affair* are quite forgot 
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.ELY in April, having completed our 
vork, I crossed the mountains afoot to 
reat Cacapehon, and, passing over the 
Ridge, on April 12 found myself again 
>unt Vernon. But before that I first 
m to Belvoir, that I might be prompt 
swer his lordship’s questions. All he 
l talk about was how to get horse and 
>ver rivers, and of a way I learned of 
idian to wade across a strong swift 
n safely, even breast-high, by carry- 
heavy stone to keep me on my feet. 
Ivised me to learn the sign-language 
> savages. 

was soon to set out for the valley, 
; he meant to lay out the manor of 
iway Court and there reside. He de- 
me to come and help to survey his 
domain. 

ire must be some natural taste in 
for the life in the woods, and, for my 
95 
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part, I longed over to rot urn to thi> 
which, sooner or Inter, I had many « 
tunitics. Kor did the free lift* mu) 
less, hut rather more, practical, i 
learned to observe the trees, ami ho 
land lay, and the meadows, whether 
to Hood or not, all of which ennhh 
not only to serve my employers wel 
was of use to me when l lieemuo a 
purchase land myself. 

Al«>ut this time the inlluenoe of 
Fairfax and my brothers obtained (< 
the place of surveyor of the county n 
{s»per. I saw, a few years ago, in th 
ords of t'uljH’jM'r t’nurt House, male 
of July ‘2<t, 174‘.t, that Ueorge VVashii 
gentleman, produced a commission 
the president and masters of Williat 
Mary College appointing him to U« , 
veyor of the county, whereupon he tn< 
oath to his Majesty’s person and g* 
ment, and subscribed the abjuration 
the test, etc. 

T recall now the pleasure this form 
pointment gave me. Although l wm 
but seventeen years old, l was much ti 
and was soon busily employed, l*enn 
my exactness, and Imoouse it was 1 
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that I could nut l*e bribed; ami thus for 
over two years I pursued this mvupation. 
His lor*Inltij* hml lung since this tiim* left 
his rousin‘s house of Belvoir ami gone to 
live in tiir valley, in hi* steward's house, 
which now In* lettered ami enlarged for his 
own use, meaning *mn to build tt grent 
mansion house, which he never did. 

His home was a long, low stone dwelling, 
with n slotted roof, and many coop* where 
swallows enme, mid bird cotes under the 
eaves, and around it on all sides it wide 
|*oreh, with, in even* direction, the great 
forest of gum and hickory and itnks, and 
the tulip trees, I found the roads much im¬ 
proved on my first visit, and many out¬ 
buildings for slaves and others, with ken¬ 
nels for the hounds his lordship loved to 
follow. My own room was ever after kept 
for me. it had n wide dormer-window, and 
next to it n room with more books than T 
had ever seen before, except at Westover, 
Colonel Byrd ’a great mansion. 

I never passed tbe time more agreeably. 
When not alwent laving out land, we 
hunted and shot game, especially wild tur¬ 
keys, which abounded; and when the wea¬ 
ther nerved u« ill I read the history of 
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England, and tried to please his lordship 
by reading Shakspere and other books of 
verso. But although I had by ban! labor 
managed to lay out and plot verses to cer¬ 
tain young women, 1 never found much 
pleasure in the use of the imagination, nor 
in what others made of it. It seemed to 
me tedious and without practical value, nor 
did it amuse me except when it was in a 
play. 

For days at a time I sometimes saw 
nothing of this kind but eccentric noble 
man. A woman in England was said to 
have wounded his life, and it was rare that 
we had any female guests at Green way 
Court, except Anne Cary, the sister of 
George William Fairfax's wife. I found 
it not good for me to Is* in her eompany, 
for in some way she brought to my mind 
a boy love, which I had resolved no more to 
entertain, but which 1 found it difficult to 
master. 

Miss Cary stayed no long time, and others 
came and went, but for the most part l 
had his lordship to myself. There wen* 
days when he was absent in the woods with 
a servant, or alone. At others he would 
remain all day shut up in a small log house, 
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not over fifteen feet square, where he slept, 
and, as ho said, very ill. It was his cus¬ 
tom, however, to join me at supper, and 
then to remain smoking, which I never 
learned, and taking his punch. He was 
either full of talk or so silent that we would 
not exchange a word while he sat staring 
into the fire. Sometimes, when tired, I fell 
asleep, and, on waking, found him gone to 
IkhI. When disposed for conversation, ho 
was apt to 1h> hitter about his native land, 
and once said that the best part of it had 
come away. 

My brother Lawrence ami he were the 
only persons of our own class I ever knew 
in those days who, to my surprise, foresaw 
serious trouble from the selfish policy of 
the crown and the greed of English mer¬ 
chants, who desired to keep us shut out of 
the natural way of sen trade. I should 
have l*een most ungrateful, which X never 
was, had I not felt my obligations to Lord 
Fairfax. His great wealth and high posi¬ 
tion kept even my mother satisfied that 
what pleased my patron could never be 
complained of, and so, for a season, I was 
let to go my own way. 

He led me to fool sure that, soon or late, 



100 THE YOUTH OF WAHHIXOTON 

wo must be at war with hath Franc** and 
tho Indians, or also submit to !** shut out 
of the fertile lands to tho westward. Ho 
was almost tho only Englishman of high 
rank whom wo saw in Virginia. Thero worn 
governors with thoir soorotarios, ami ofti 
eers of tho army, but, except my lord, all of 
them regarded tho gentlemen of the colo¬ 
nies as inferior parsons. This feeling was, 
I apprehend, due to the fact that wo looked 
to England for everything, ami were in 
many ways kept as dependent as children. 
Tie once said to me that we were like slow 
bullocks that did not know their power to 
resist. This was all strange to a young 
Virginian in those days. I have lived to 
see its wisdom, and now, ns I think of it, 
am reminded that Mr. Hamilton once wrote 
to me, “a colony was always a eolony, and 
never could Ik* n country until it had nl 
together to stand on its own legs." 

This was spoken of Canada, which u» 
wisely refused to make common cause with 
us, and will now bo for us nt least a trou 
blesome, if not a dangerous neighbour. 

But to see her in the hands of Franco 
was not, as the matter presented itself, to 
he desired, for which reason I did not at 
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a later time encourage Marquis Lafayette 
in liis design upon Canada, knowing that 
if wo Huccoodod in tho war, mid with French 
troops worn able to tako Canada, France 
would claim it as her share of tho spoils, 
and thus hem us in from Louisiana to tho 
Croat Lakes. Indeed, this was very early 
a constant fear throughout all tho colonies, 
and esjK'cinlly in New England, where tho 
notion of Iming shut in by a popish nation 
added to their uneasiness. 

When considering this matter, T recall 
tho effect, of the capitulations of 1759, for 
at that time, in order to quiet the French 
after England had taken Canaria, and to 
get tho Canadians to accept willingly Eng¬ 
lish rule, vast and unwise privileges were 
granted to the Church of Homo. Still later 
tho Queliee Act of 1774 decreed that. Quebec 
should be hold to extend over all the coun¬ 
try west of the Ohio mid up to the lakes, 
and thus that the privileges enjoyed by tho 
Homish (Miureh should prevail over all this 
great dominion. 

While the Stamp Act and the laws re- 
strietive of trade did variously annoy the 
separate colonies, the Quebec Act produced 
a still more general dissatisfaction. 



XV 


W HILE at (Ireenwny Court I iuui 
other teachers liesides bin lordship, 
for many Indians, frontier trio torn, ami 
trappers camo to claim food and shelter, 
which were never denied them. < tften the 
woodH were lighted up by their tires, and I 
found it of use, and interesting. It* hear 
what waa said and to learn something of the 
uncertain ways of the savages. 

I heard how the Delawares, Slmwnees, 
and Iroquois had wandered from the north 
and taken to the lands about the Ohio, and 
how the French protected them ami claimed 
all the country up to the Alleghenies, 

To those camps came the rude, lawless 
traders from Pennsylvania, who lmd stories 
to toll of the Indians and of the French 
beyond the Ohio. These men foresaw a 
war on the frontier when seam* any others 
did, and, by their accounts of the fertility 
of the wide savannas beyond the Ohio, filled 
103 
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xno with desire to explore thin rich wilder¬ 
ness. 1 learned that already the French 
had warm'd the fur-traders to leave and 
had driven away their hunters, and when 
I mentioned this to Lawrence he said we 
were not easy folk to drive, and, least of 
all, Pennsylvania Quakers, and that there 
would lx* trouble, which there was soon 
enough. We were on the edge of a strug¬ 
gle in which all the world was to share. 
Meanwhile, time went on, and what Lord 
Fairfax called the “ frontier pot ” was 
boiling. 

I was often hack at home, sometimes 
with my mother, or at Belvoir, or at Mount 
Vernon, riding to hounds, surveying, and 
making more than I needed in the way of 
money, and enough to keep me in horse¬ 
flesh and to give me better clothes, for 
which I have always had a fancy. Only in 
the woods 1 liked liest such dress as our 
rangers wear, and good moccasins are the 
Ix'st of foot-gear. But as to clothing, when 
not in the woods, I found in myself a liking 
for a plain genteel dress of the liest, with¬ 
out lace or embroidery. Fine clothes do 
not make flue men, and the man must he 
foolish who has a better opinion of himself 



10*1 


THE YOUTH OF WAHlUNUToN 


k'eause his clothes nri> such ns tin* truly 
judicious mid sensible do not advise. 

Until I had money of »uy own I did not 
venture 1 much at rank; hut now l played a 
little, although l was never fond of it, mid 
lost more than I made. I was more inelined 
to the game of billiards. 

If at times I was in danger of leaning 
towards the rough ways of the wilderness, 
T had the advantage of seeing at Mount 
Vernon, or at the homes of the farters and 
Lees, or among the lewises of Warner 
ITall, and elsewhere, the older gentry, who 
were orderly and ceremonious, and wlm re 
minded me anew of his lordship’s lesson as 
to the value of good manners. 

Sometimes on these great plantations 1 
was employed in surveys, hut at others, as 
at Shirley and the Corbins’, l was only a 
guest. T was, l conceive, unlike the idle 
young men of some of these houses, for I 
was over-grave and eared less for eard 
playing and hard drinking than suited 
them. 

I found myself at this time preferring 
the society of women, who are always ami 
ably disposed to overlook the shyness of 
men like myself, and with whom it is jms- 
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sible to bo agreeable without cither punch 
or tobacco; but racing of horses X always 
liked, and dancing. 

In those days cock-fighting was also to 
my liking. I remoml>er well, because it 
was at Yorktown, a great main of cocks in 
17. r )2 Itetween (Uoucester and York for five 
pistoles each hnttle, and one hundred the 
odd. I was disappointed to leave before 
it was decided. I saw there a greater cock¬ 
fight in after days. 

I recall now that my brother Lawrence 
once wrote home from Appleby School that 
each boy must pay to the master on Master 
Tuesday a penny to provide* the school with 
a cock fight. 

As to the hard drinking of rum and 
bumlto, Madeira and sangarce, I never had 
a head for it, or any liking, nor for the 
Mnglish way of looking doors until the half 
were under the fable. These things were 
not encouraged in the better houses, but 
sometimes they were not to la* avoided with¬ 
out giving offence. The great war helped 
to 1 tetter these foolish customs, and now 
they are more rare. 

I rememlter, about this time, to have seen 
such an occasion on a hot day in July at 
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L - Hull, where I was eume to survey 

a plot of meadow land. I arrived about 
7 t.m., and I must needs go at once to sup 
with u gay company of men, very hue in 
London clothcH. I would have excused my 
aolf to ho of the party, hut no one would 
listen to me, and, although duM> and tired, 
I was pulled in whether I would or not. We 
had a great supper, and Madeira wine, and 
much rum punch, with wine gluten whieh 
had no stands or bottoms and must, there 
fore, be kept tn the hand until emptied. 
When it Iteenme very warm, negroes were 
sent for to fan ns and to kn*p off the flies. 
At last then* was a dispute us to game 
cocks, and two were fetched in, very sleepy, 
and set on the table to tight, which they 
were little of a mind to, hut were urged 
until feathers and blood were nil over the 
table. When songs were sung, and most 
very drunk, and the King toasted, l slipped 
away, and would have got out the door, hut 
found it looked. Being unable to esenj«>, 
I was forced to return to the table. At Inst 
a lighted candle having been set Itefore each 
guest, our host called on us to rise, and 
when he cried out his toast, “The Ladies, 
God bless them!” each gentleman, having 
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drained his glass, used it to extinguish the 
candle light set before him. It seemed to 
me a strange custom. I took advantage of 
the darkness to get out of an open window, 
and was pursued by two or three, who fell 
on the way, so that I got back to the house 
and to lied, liking none of it. But now all 
this is much amended, and there is more 
moderation in drinking, but still too much 
of this evil custom. 

1 am led here to remark that in the 
War of Independency many officers who 
were otherwise eomjH'tent failed Imcnuse of 
drunkenness, and, indeed, at (lermantown 
this was one cause of our losing the battle. 
When it became needful after St. (Hair’s 
defeat in 1791 to appoint general officers, T 
furnished my cabinet with a statement of 
the names and characters of such officers as, 
having served under me, I knew should be 
considered. As concerned most of them, I 
found it well to state whether or not they 
were addicted to spirits, so common was 
this practice. 

It seems very remarkable that so few 
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French ami English. Tin* Indians. although 
cheated and made drunk, were Mill in p«>* 
session of the woods they considered to Is* 
their own. Virginia claimed what Penn 
aylvania, and even Connecticut, said was 
theirs; lVmiHylvnnia was reaping the only 
harvest of the wilderness, of tin* value of 
some fifty thousand pounds a year, tin* 
trade in furs; last of all, in I Tit*, some on 
terpriaing gentlemen in F.ngland ami Vir 
ginia planned the Ohio Company, meaning 
to colonize even north of the Ohio. 

When Mr. Thomas l*ee, president of the 
council, died, my brother Lawrenee l*eenme 
the head of the Ohio Company, and all of 
this, aa I now see, ha<) much to do with the 
next change in my life. I find it pleasant 
again to dwell here on the good sense and 
liberal spirit of my brother, who. had his 
life been spared, would surely have ls*en 
chosen to do that which has fallen to me. 
His character is well seen in his desire that 
the Dutch from Pennsylvania, whom he in 
vited as settlers, Ixung dissenters and hav 
ing come into the jurisdiction of Virginia, 
should not bo fom*d to pay parish rates 
and support clergymen of tin* Church of 
England, as all dissenters were obliged to 
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do. lie urged that restraints of oonucienco 
were cruel, and injuriouH to tin* country im¬ 
posing them, and ho wrote: 

I may quota ax example England, Holland, 
and 1‘rumdu.aml, much more, I’cunayK anin, which 
has nourished under that delightful lilierty, so m 
to heroine the admiration of every man who cum* 
xiderx the short time it ha* Won nettled, whereas 
Virginia law increased hy slow degree*, although 
much ohier. 

There, on our borders, a* Lord! Fairfax: 
said, wan much powder, anti only one spark 
ni*oded to net it off. Meanwhile Mr. (lint 
not out to HUrvey the grant of the Ohio 
Company, on the Hotitii side of the Ohio 
ttiver, all of which wax greatly to concent 
my life. 

Virginia and Pennsylvania were, at that 
time, mtteh tdirred up hy the hoxtile threat* 
of France, and effort* lingua to Ik* made 
to prepare for hoKtilitie* on the frontier. 
A liout thi* time, hut the exact date I fail 
to recall, my brother Istwremx* abandoned 
all eoneern in the military line of life, and 
arranged that hi* place of major in the 
militia should he given up to me, and that 
T should also take hi* potation a* district 
adjutant. 



XV! 

D UHINO the Hummer of 17.M 1 saw with 
affectionate anxiety « great change in 
the lnmlth of my brother Lawrence. I n* 
member tto event of my lift* which caused 
mo mow concern. Since otsr father's death 
he had been both father ami friend. Had it 
not lieen for hint, l should not have known 
Mr. Fairfux and bin cousin, Lord Fairfax, 
nor without their help cmthl 1 have lie 
eomo emjiloyed in it way which brought 
about my service on the frontier and all 
that came after. Thus, in the providence 
of the Ituler of the events of this world, 
one atep leads on to another, and we are 
always being educated for that which is to 
come. 

At last, in Heptemlier, Iatwremv, who 
had been long ill of a phthisical complaint, 
asked me to go with him to the Barlutdos. 
Therefore, while Mr. (list’s surveys on the 
Ohio went on, and both Knglish and French 
no 
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were making bids to secure tins Indians, wo 
worn on tin* son. It is far from my purpose 
to madl what, after a constant habit, is sot 
down in my diary. I lost in the Barbados 
what good looks a dear skin gave me, be¬ 
cause of a mild attack of smallpox, such as 
a third of the human race must expect, and 
I remain slightly pitted to this day. 

What most struck me in the islands was 
the richness of the soil, and yet that nearly 
all the planters were in debt, and estates 
over billed ami alienated. They were all 
spendthrifts, and I remind myself that l 
resolved at that time never to Ite in the 
grasp of the enemy ended Debt. How per¬ 
sons coming to estates of three hundred or 
four hundred acres could want was to mo 
most wonderful. 

Lawrence now declared for Bermuda, and 
as he seemed 1 tetter, 1 felt aide to leave him 
and return. To lie torn by tins demands 
of public duty on the one hum! and by the 
call of affection on the other, I have many 
times lieen subjected to. Lawrence insisted 
that matters at home made urgent my re¬ 
turn, and, indeed, through life I have al¬ 
ways held that tins public service comes 
first. 
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T reached home in tin* ship / ruiustii/, 
in February, 1752, having had enough of 
the sea in a live weeks' voyage, and very 
stormy. 

Lawrence was at times better ami <ie 
sired to remain a year in Bermuda, and fur 
me to fetch bis wife. Hut soon bis mind 
changed, and he wrote that hi* was resolved 
to hurry home, as he said, to his grave. 

In the little time that was between Ids 
return and his passing away, I was mueh 
in his company nor have I ever shut* Is-eii 
long without thought of him; for. although 
I am not disposed to speak mueh of sorrow, 
nor ever was, his great pntienec under suf 
faring, and how he would never emnplaiti, 
but comfort bis wife and me ns if we were 
those in pain, and not he, have often l**en 
in my mind, and partieulnrlv of late, sinee 
the increase of my own infirmities has re 
minded me that the etui of life eatmot Is* 
very remote, 

I am of opinion that I must have seemed, 
when younger, to Is* a dull, plodding lad; 
hut, as time went on, Lnwrenee eatne to 
think more of me than did any, ex«*ej»t Lord 
Fairfax, and in this Ids last illness gave 
me such evidence of his esteem ns greatly 
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strengthened my hope that I should justify 
his belief in mo. 

General Hamilton oneo asked me whe¬ 
ther I did not think that at the approach 
of death men man sometimes to acquire 
such clearness of mind as they might be 
thought to obtain beyond the grave. I had 
to reply that such considerations were re¬ 
mote from my usual subjects of reflection; 
but what he then said, although 1 had no 
suitable reply, reminded me of certain 
things laiwrenee said to me, and of his 
certainty that 1 should attain honourable 
distinction. I thought him then more affec¬ 
tionate than just, for l have never esteemed 
myself very highly; but I know that T have 
never ceased to do what 1 lielieved to be 
my duty, and as to this my conscience is 
clear. 

My dear Iawrenee died at Mount Ver¬ 
non, duly 12, 1752, aged thirty-five years, 
am! thus I lost the man who had most be¬ 
friended me. As his infant daughter Sarah 
inherited his estate, and I, although only 
twenty years old, was one of his executors, 
mv time was fully occupied by this and by 
the increase of public duties, which were 
made heavy by the want of good officers 
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and by the inHiibordiimtimi ami »in 
ness of thoir men. Kven then I saw 
must come of it nil if we had a s 
war, for the militia could not by l, 
used more than five miles outside » 
colony, and wo should have to rely 
volunteers for mow extended servio 
The little maid, my niece, at Mouir 
non, did not live long after her fa 
death, and thus, m I have before stut 
1754 the estate fell to me under th 
of my father. It was charged with ; 
interest in favour of my brother’s wif» 
soon married Mr. (Jeurge Is*e of 
moreland. I was obligated to pay h 
teen thousand pounds of tobaeeo v< 
and as the estate, twenuse of l,awn 
illness, had fallen away, 1 was lit! 
better for the property until her dei 
1761. 


XVII 


O N my brother’s return, although very 
ill, he interested himself in my future, 
ami it was, no doubt, in part due to his in¬ 
fluence that, before his death, I was called to 
Williamsburg, the scat of government, by 
Governor Dinwiddie, who told me he was 
advised to make me one of the adjutant- 
generals. To my surprise, he seemed to 
consider me competent, and, owing to my 
brother, and probably also to the advice of 
the Fairfaxes, 1 received this appointment 
for the Northern Division, one of the four 
now newly created, with the rank of major 
and one hundred and fifty colonial pounds 
a year. 

To this day I do not fully understand 
why I so easily secured this important ap¬ 
pointment. I was only nineteen and knew 
nothing of war. As I consider the matter, 
there were many more experienced men, 
who, like Ijiiwrenoe, had served at sea and 
no 
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on land. The other adjutants wore older 
than I. One of them said 1 would have a 
bitter bum new, for the ehief use of tlie 
militia was to search negro cabins for arms 
and to get drunk on trainingdays. Never 
theless, ns I knew well enough, there was 
good stuff in the men of Virginia, and no 
better could be found than the men of the 
frontier, who were exj*crt with the rifle and 
were more than a mnteh for the Indians. 
As T learned from Lnwreuee, the eundi 
dates for these planes of adjutant wen* 
either too old or wen* men of drunken 
habits; and as to the wandering soldiers of 
fortune who had had e\i»eriem*e in war, 
they were not gentlemen of our own elans, 
and this, 1 understood, was a question 
which the governor and council eonsidered 
important. 

When T went again to nreept and thank 
the governor for the appointment, lie talked 
to me at some length, and I learned that 
he was more largely interested in the Ohio 
Company than I had previously known, 
and that one reason for my appointment 
was my familiarity with the frontier eoun 
try, where 1 might have to serve. Without 
further troubling myself as to why I, a 
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young man of ninotoon, was thus chosen, 
I sot earnestly about my work. I found it 
no easy task. I myself had much to learn, 
and, by Lawrence’s advice, secured Mr. 
Muse, formerly adjutant of a regiment., who 
had served with my brother in the Spanish 
war and now resided near us in Westmore¬ 
land. This old soldier lent me books on 
tactics, and taught me the manual of the 
soldier, which was to prove of small value 
on the frontier. Van Braam was also put 
to use, as I wished now to learn the broad¬ 
sword. 

Meanwhile, at intervals, 1 rode through 
the counties of my district, and did my 
liest. to ascertain how many mini could be 
counted on, ami to stiffen the lax discipline 
of the county militia. 

I soon discovered that the governor, 
Hubert Dinwiddie, was more intent on mak¬ 
ing money than on governing wisely. 

Appointments to office, in my youth, 
wore very often obtained through family 
and other influence, and were, like mine, 
critically considered by many. Indeed, in 
this year, not long before Lawrence died, 
Mr. Oeorgo Fairfax mentioned to me that, 
being at Oreenway Court, and Mr. Meade 
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present, (hut gentleman inquired of him 
how it ehaneed that a man so voting as I 
should have sueeeeded to obtain what older 
moil had failed to got. Ilia lordship ropliod 
for his <'(niKin that lit* was mistaken an to 
my ago, for all the Washingtons won* horn 
old, and ho supposed that l wan near ahmtt 
thirty. Mr. Month* an id that it wan thought 
my lord know boat who pulled tin* at rings, 
but to thin, hk (loorgo Fair fax said, laugh 
ing, hia lordship only smoked a reply. 

This Mr. Moado was tho father of Kieh 
ard, who served well as one of my aides in 
tho groat war. David Meath’, the second 
son, was of those who Iteliewd that Colo 
nol Byrd should have lteen math* eom 
mandor-in-ohief hy the Congress, It may 
lie that ho was right, or won hi have l«*en so 
had Colonel Byrd lx>en more decided in his 
opinions. Ho imd both ability anti military 
experience. 

Mr. Meade was not alone in this opinion, 
and was said to have himself entertained 
tho belief that, although l was, as he suitl, 
a good business man ami of irreproachable 
morals, Colonel Byrd of \Vestover was my 
superiour in some resiwets anti in none my 
inferiour, and of oven greater exjierionre in 
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war. I have had at times to contradict the 
Htntomcnt that them was no opposition to 
my appointment. I may add that X made 
no ('{Tort to sec,are it, and 1 am sure that 
no one doubted my capacity for the com¬ 
mand more than I myself; hut of this I 
have already said enough. 

There were many in and out of the Con¬ 
gress who preferred others. More than one 
of the Virginia delegation has been said to 
have l>eon cool in the matter, and Mr. Ed¬ 
mund Pendleton was clear and full against 
my appointment. I have always taught 
myself never to resent opposition founded 
on honest Indicts or entertained hy those 
of unblemished character. Colonel Madi¬ 
son once said to me that time is a great 
peacemaker, hut 1 have rarely needed it. 
My breast, never harboured a suspicion that 
the opposition then made was due to per¬ 
sonal unfriendliness, for no man could have 
had more reasonable doubt of my fitness 
than I myself. Nor have I ever permitted 
the remembrance to affect my actions, and 
T have lived to have unequivocal proofs of 
the esteem of some who moat opposed me. 



XVIII 

I IKE all Virginians, l was disturbed dur- 
J ing this time by the news of the in¬ 
solence of the French on the frontier, and 
began to feel that my brother’s money, put 
into the Ohio Company, was in peril, for 
we were like to be soon eoojssl up by a lino 
of forts, and our trade in peltries was al¬ 
ready almost at an end, and about to pass 
into the hands of the French. We learned 
with pleasure that the nival governors were 
ordered to insist on the retirement of these 
overbusy French, who claimed all the land 
up to the Alleghenies, hut I did not dream 
that T was soon to take part in the matter. 

About that time, or Indore, there had 
been much effort to secure the Sit Nations 
of Indians as allies. One of their chiefs, 
Tanaeharisson, known as the Half King, tie- 
cause of holding a subsidiary rule among 
the Indians, advised a fort to Is* built by us 
near to the Forks of the Ohio, on the east 
120 
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bank, and Gist, the trader, set out on this 
errand. A Captain Trent was charged to 
carry our King’s message to the French out¬ 
posts ; but having arrived at Logstown, one 
hundred and fifty miles from his destina¬ 
tion, and hearing of the defeat of our allies, 
the Miamis, by the French, he lost heart 
and came back to report. The Ohio Com¬ 
pany at this time complained to the gov¬ 
ernor of the attacks on their traders, and 
this gentleman, being concerned both for 
his own pocket and for his Majesty’s prop¬ 
erty, resolved to send some one of more 
spirit to bear the King’s message ordering 
the French to retire and to cease to molest 
our fur traders about the Ohio. 

It was unfortunate that Governor Robert 
Dinwiddie, who was now eager to defend 
his interests in the Ohio Company, had lost 
the prudent counsel of its late head, my 
brother Lawrence. He would have made 
a better envoy than I, for at the age of 
twenty-one a man is too young to influence 
the Indians, on account of a certain rever¬ 
ence they have for age in council. I was 
ignorant of what was intended when I re¬ 
ceived orders to repair to Williamsburg. 
To my surprise, and I may say to my plear 
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sure, 1 learned that I was to go to hogs- 
town. X was there to meet, our allien, the 
Indians, and secure from them an escort 
and guides, and so push on ami find the 
French commander. I was to deliver to 
him my summons, and wait an answer dur 
ing one week, and then to return. 1 was 
also to keep my eyes open as to all matters 
of military concern. 

Whatever distrust I had in regard to my 
powers as an envoy, I said nothing, for in 
ease of an order a soldier has no alternative 
but to obey, liad I lteen in the governor’* 
place I should have sent an older man. 

I received my credentials at Williams 
burg, and rode away the day after, (>rtols*r 
31, 1753, intending no delay. 

Van Bream was assigned to me as my 
French interpreter, and 1 gathered my out 
fit of provisions, blankets, and guns at Alex 
andria, and horses, tents, and other tabled 
matters at Winchester, and was joined near 
Wills Creek where now is the settlement 
called Cumberland by Mr. Cist and an In 
dian interpreter, one Davidson. 

The same day, Novemlsir 13, to my plea 
sure, Lord Fairfax rode into camp and 
spent the night. It was mining and at times 
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snowing, but Gist soon set up a lean-to, and 
with, pur feet to the fire we talked late into 
the night, his lordship smoking, as was his 
habit. 

I have many times desired to be able to 
make drawings of the greater trees, but, 
although I could plot a survey well, beyond 
this I could never go. I speak of this be¬ 
cause of my remembrance of that night, and 
how mighty the trees seemed by the camp¬ 
fire light around the clearing. It was his 
lordship who called my attention to the 
trees. Ho had a way, most strange to me, 
of suddenly dropping the matter in hand 
before it was fully considered. He would 
be silent a space and speak no more, or turn 
presently to another matter most remote. 
All of this I learned to accept without re¬ 
monstrance, out of respect for this great 
gentleman, as was fitting in one of my 
years. I never got accustomed to his ways, 
for it has been always my desire to deal 
with the subject in hand fully and to an 
end. Nor did I see this wilderness as his 
lordship saw it; for, while I made note of 
trees for what logs they would afford, and 
as to the soil and the lay of the land, his 
lordship I have seen stand for ten minutes 
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looking at a groat (ree ns though he found 
much to consider of it. In like manner I 
have neon him atop when the hounds were 
in full cry, a thing moat astonishing, and 
sit still in the saddle, looking down at a 
brook or tip at the sunrise. 

As we lay by the fire he remained without 
speaking for a long while, until tin* men, 
having found some old and dried birch logs, 
cast them on the fire, and a great roaring 
red flame lighted the woods and was (down 
about by the cold wind. If is lordship said, 
“See, George, how* the shadows of the tm*s 
are dancing ” - a thing very wild, that I 
never should have much noticed had not 
he called on me to oltserve it. After this 
he was silent until suddenly he lw*gmi to ask 
questions as to my men and my route, and 
what I meant to do and say in the French 
camps. At last he said, “ You are going 
to stir up a nest of hornets,” and, finally, 
that the former messenger, Trent, was a 
coward. 

When he had again lx>en silent a long 
while, he said that this time, at least, he was 
not responsible for my appointment, and 
Dinwiddie was a fool to send a hoy on a 
man’s errand. This was my own opinion, 
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but I made no reply. At last be filled his 
pipe again, and called for a coal, and said, 
“But by George, George, you never were 
a boy, not since I knew you.” I ventured 
to say that but for his former influence this 
office would not have come to me. To this 
he made no answer, but bid me distrust 
every Indian, especially the Half-King, who 
was not treacherous but uncertain, and not 
less every Frenchman, and added that I was 
so young that they would think that I could 
be easily fooled. I said that might be an 
advantage, for I meant to see all there was 
to see, and had told Yan Braam to keep his 
ears open. 

His lordship laughed, and said I might 
thank Heaven there were no women in the 
business, and with this, bidding me have 
the fire made up for the night, we lay down 
to sleep in the lean-to. 

I find it interesting now in my old age to 
discover myself thus able to recall, little by 
little, what his lordship said. I was pleased 
at the notice he took of me, but a lad, and 
lay long awake under the lean-to, thinking 
upon such counsels as his lordship had been 
pleased to give. 



XIX 

AS T turn over the diary in whieh 
-OL corded my journey through thi 
derness, I find myself rememliering 
little incidents which l never set dov 
It rained or snowed almost daily, 
rivers were swollen, so that we had to 
our horses, an art which soldiers slnn 
taught. Although Van Branin turn 
livened the way hy his songs and 
doubtful tales of his wars, 1 was very 
and my new buckskin coat in tatters 
wo arrived at the mouth of Turtle ('ri 
the Monongahola. Then* we found Fr 
a trader whom the French had drive 
* of the Indian town of Venango. Wit 
canoes he lent me I stint our Iwtggnge 
the Monongahela to the fork, where, 
the Alleghany River, it joins the Ohit 
set out on a bad trail to rm*et them. 

We got to the Forks of tin* Ohio 1 
the canoes. There, I settled in ttty 
m 
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;he place for a fort, nor could I better 
judgment to-day. It came afterwards 
i chosen by the French engineer Mer- 
;o he Fort Duquesne. On the rise of 
id we made camp, and paid a visit to 
jiss of the Delawares, who pretended 
vour us, hut proved later a savage foe. 
3t insisted that he could tell from their 
how the Indians felt towards us, hut 
5 they told nothing, and are in this re¬ 
unlike the faces of white men. 
i got to Logstown, fifteen miles down 
>hio, on November 24. Here I met the 
m known as the Half-King. He was 
y at the French claims, and I did not 
trongly put forward those of the King, 
1 were not much better founded; but 
was for my superiours to decide. I 
1 him hard to satisfy, but if I spoke of 
French he was at once angered, and 
: to help. I watched with interest as 
rew with charcoal on birch bark the 
of their forts at French Creek and on 
Erie, while Davidson interpreted his 
s. 

e nearest way was impassable because 
arshy savannas, and I found I must 
i travel north so as to reach the lake, 
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by passing through Venango. Thi 
Half-King informed me, was five sloe; 
tant, and expressed it by five times dr 
up his hands, as a man does when j 
up his blankets k'fore sleeping. 

It was fortunately arranged tin 
Half-King, White Thunder, and two 
chiefs should go with me. It was In 
enty miles to Venango, hut tin* w 
could not have lH*en worn*, and so 
December 4 liefore wo rode into the eh 
the French had made around the h 
house out of which they hud drm 
trader John Frazier. 

I recall what is not sot down in my 
the anger and shame with which I si 
flag of France flying over the big 
As I came out of the woods, a lean, 
faced man came forward with three h 
officers, and I learned that in* was 
Jonoaire, the worst enemy we had, ; 
was a half-breed and had the tongi 
the Indians. He said lie hud eomtiut 
the Ohio, hut we must push on to s 
general. He was very merry, and la 
every minute or two, hut was on hia 
like the others. 

Three days passed before I eoul 
away, with La Force, the guide thej 
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nd three soldiers for escort. Mean- 
Joneaire entertained us at a supper, 
jr had better cause to be thankful for 
briety, which was a rare virtue at that 
,nd even later, among all classes. The 
g cabin had a great table set out with 
and French kickshaws, such as were 
'e to me. None of the French spoke 
sh nor understood it, and of my 
3 Van Braam alone had any French, 
all dosed themselves freely with 
and brandy, and pretty soon the 
h felt it and began to give their 
es license and to brag and talk loosely, 
never more amused in all my life, for 
ncaire boasted of what they meant to 
m Braam, who was an old soldier with 
d used to potations, chattered what 
d to be a kind of French, which set 
unken fools a-laughing. Amid all the 
and the smoke which nearly choked 
7"an Braam now and then spoke to 
filing me what they said, and of their 
to seize and hold the country. Next 
le was still more full as to their 
md did me a service, which, in spite 
3 hurt he innocently did me later, I 
forgot. 

as glad to get away at last, for when 
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Joneaire found tlu* Half King, who 
away in my camp, whirl) I had miu 
"woods at a distance, ho got tin* pool 
drunk with mm and loaded him wi 
Four days later, and vary tired, I 
French ('reek, when* wax a great ’ 
teen mi lea from Lake Frit*. Much 
my will, Joneaire had sent with 
Force, aa great a Inver of mischief 
Ixs found. Thia fellow wax the lent! 
1 ever saw, and Huddle coloured. \ 
spoke to me he stared constantly, i 
aa unpleaaant ns to avoid entirely 
a man's gaze. He made no end of 
and had later his reward, ami jierha 
punishment than he deserved. 

T met. at this station many < 
French officers, such as I was to in; 
come at another time. I could n< 
to bo pleased with the command 
name Legardeur do Nt. Fierro, a e 
of St. Louis. He was an old soldi 
tall and straight, ami with mueh gr 
and had lost an eye in battle. Thu 
man was most courteous, and ha 
pleasing ways, very frank and m 
He desired to bo mnemtiered to I#o 
fax, whom he had known in Paris }< 
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i chevalier, by good fortune, spoke 
sh enough to make his company very 
able, and I became sure, as I spent 
days in his society, that he made no 
pt to deceive me; for nothing could 
been more plain than that he meant 
d the country for his king, 
was pleased to relate his campaigns 
trope, and, although he was apt, like 
oldiers, to be lengthy as to these, I 
[ him to be instructive, 
talked lightly of women, but so did 
Seers, and in a manner we in Virginia 
i have considered to be unmannerly 
rse. Also he told me that the French 
raged their soldiers to take wives 
g the young squaws, a thing our peo- 
ever inclined to do. He seemed to 
known many English gentlemen who 
een in Paris, and even why Lord Fair- 
ad left England, all of which story I 
have heard from him if I had thought 
ir so to do, which I did not. He did 
md was very merry about it, that if a 
m drove his lordship to America, an- 
might drive him back, for, after all, 
are only shuttlecocks, and were knocked 
d fro by the women—and I might say 
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ho to his lordship with tin* rhevnlie 
pliments. 

I remcmlx»r that when, after this 
I had returned homo, my sister B< 
agreeably mteresU*d to hoar what th 
liar had said of tin* old lord, who 
only person who oouhl keep Betty « 
five minutes. I had to answer thi 
not seen fit to inquire further. 1’ 
she declared that some day who sin 
his lordship all alsmt it. When 1 
and made no other reply, she deeln 
I was as silent as my lord, and th. 
lost a fine opportunity. ! contente< 
with the chevalier’s compliments 
Fairfax, who Haid if that was nil 
fellow had said ho must have chan 
he was a gossiping old reprobate a 
corrupt me. But for my part 1 )i 
and found him a gallant gent Ion 
only of a mind to serve his king, i 
to serve mine. 

There was no unreasonable delay 
chevalier made clear to me that 
could be done until after they hm 
council. T arrived on the 12th, am 
14th they were able to give me a real 
to the governor’s summons. Meai 
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sen left free to inspect tlie fort and 
the canoes made ready for use in the 
: I must admit that they seemed care- 
to what I saw. There were many In- 
and French and half-breeds coming 
sing. The fort was square, of logs, 
>alisadoes, a forge, and a chapel, all 
leat and clean, and much ceremony 
ive came in and went out. 


I WAvS now wry eager to go, but is 
standing tin* polite way* of Hi 
mandant, I found needless delay* 
guides and supplies, Thin was to ga 
to win the Half King, who wan of « 
to-day, and the next lmd wlmt the 
call “two heartH.'’ I cannot «nv th 
in my life I suffered ns much anxi« 
did in this affair. The Half King 
half drunk, assured me the chevaf 
keeping him. That oflieor swore 
was ignorant why we did not go, I 
I determined not to do without 1’ 
risson. One day a gun was proud 
savage, another day all my sachets 
dead drunk. I was in despair, for 
the Half-King to the wiles of the 
would be a serious matter, and 1 
solved not to fail. But here wits I, i 
twenty-one, playing a game with oh! 
men for the prize of a drunken lndi 
134 
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ally Gist succeeded in keeping Mm 
a day, and yet, as he said, reasonably 
cated with promises of great gifts; 
o at last, on December 16, we gladly 
farewell and set out in our birch 
s to go down French Creek, 
sannon was fired, and the officers as- 
ed on shore saluted us politely as we 
tie fort. The commandant sent one 
loaded with strong liquors to bo used 
i way, and at Venango to overcome the 
if Tanacharisson. 

ill of us, Gist and Van Braam and 
Ison, was seated very comfortably in 
iddle of a canoe of birch bark; at the 
nd stern were Indians or half-breeds, 
s the water was very rapid most of the 
they used poles of ash to hold and 
the canoes. On the 18th December 
ire no longer comfortable. The ice 
lick, and we had all of us to wade and, 
cos, to portage. On the 22d we came 
;rong rapid. Gist advised to land and 
?e the provisions. This we did, and, 
arrived before the French canoes, 
to watch them descend, a fine sight. 

; half-way the man on the bow of one 
—that with the liquors—caught his 


136 


TUB YOUTH OF WASHINGTON 


pole between two rooks. He should 
let it go; but an he did not, the bout 
square to the stream and, filling, tt 
over, so that all the brandy was lost, t 
satisfaetion. The men got out, wit 
great ease, swearing oaths, both Crenel 
Indian. 

It rained and froze, and when, at f; 
night., we eame to Venango on Deer 
22, wo were eased in iee like men in ari 
I was never more glad of a lire. 

Here Captain (’halted do .f ones ire t 
work again to eonvinoe mv Half King 
the bottle. Hut by good lurk the sa 
was mueh disordered in his stonmeh Is* 
of the rum he had of Mt. Pierre, and 
Gist {termmded him the Creneli hat 
witched the liquor, he would none < 
Here we found our horses, hut verv 
and, after a rest, set out by land fnm 
nango, over a tad trail, this (song i 
December 25. 

Tt was a horrible journey, the met 
ting frozen feet and the pnekhorses fa 
until, in despair at the delay, on the 
day, against Gist’s ndviee, I left 
Braam to follow me with tin* horn*.* 
men, and determined to strike throng 


THE YOUTH OF WASHINGTON 


137 


s by compass to the Forks of the Ohio, 
;hus be enabled the sooner to report to 
overnor. 

r this venture Gist and I put on match- 
, Indian dress, thick socks, and mocca- 
We carried packs, with my papers 
up in tanned skin, and as much provi- 
s we could manage. With our guns, 
thus cumbered, we left the camp and 
k out through the woods, where to 
> by compass is no easy matter, be- 
s to go straight is not possible where 
r tree and bit of swamp must turn a 
to this side or that. But by taking 
of some great pine in front of us, and, 
jaching it, of another, we made good 
ress, and for part of the way we had 
idian trail. 

i the third day, the snow being deep, 
truck up the southeast fork of Beaver 
k. Here were a few Indians camped, 
seemed to expect us, but how they 
l have done this I never knew; but 
i is much about Indian ways of commu- 
ion of which I must confess myself 
rant. 

toy were too curious to please Gist; but 
e were now in midwinter, and to pass 
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through n wilderness with tio trails, ' 
gaged, for w - o could do no Is-ttrr, an I 
ns guide nnd to curry my pack. Ui* 
tmuted him, urn! I soon shared his oj 

Wo loft at break of day, and aft< 
miles were in dnuht ns to our route, 
one foot chafed and the most tired 
was in niy life, on account of phi 
through drifts, where, on his snow 
the Indian was at ease. At this fi< 
would have carried my gun, lad 1 re 
When we said we would rump and r« 
declared the Ottawa* would see mu 
smoke and surprise us. Open this w« 
on, as he said, toward his ratlin. Or 
told (list he heard whoops, and then i 
and kept turning northward, to our d 
tout. 

Notwithstanding my fatigue, I four 
loneliness and silence of these woods 
taste, being ojten and free of umlergt 
X was startled at times by the sharp 
like a pistol-shot, of huge limbs hrei 
but there was no other sound. 
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A T last I declared that I must camp at 
- the first brook we met, and so kept on, 
stumbling, and ready to fall down with 
fatigue. At this time, being come some two 
miles farther into warm sunlight and an 
open glade, all the brighter for the white¬ 
ness of the snow, I came to a stand and 
said, “Here is our stream; let us camp.” 
At this time Gist and I were near together, 
and the Indian about twenty paces away. 
Of a sudden he turned and fired at us. I 
cried out to Gist if he was shot. He said 
no, and we ran in on the fellow before he 
could load, and seized him and took his 
gun. Gist was for killing him at once, but 
this I would not allow, and we contented 
ourselves with taking his gun, and made 
him walk on in front. Gist, who was much 
vexed, said if we did not shoot him, which 
was the better way, we must contrive to 
fool him. At last it was agreed to pretend 
iso 
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wo believed It ih excuses ns to tlio ?*hn 
lining an neoideut, ami to lot him go t 
cabin. Ho said la* know wo would i 
triiat him furtlior, and wm plen*t»*d 
told ho might go homo and get **omo j< 
venison ready, and that wo would < 
that night and follow* his track** in the 
at morning. Wo returned hi gun, hut 
all his powder. Wo gave him a oul 
broad, and (list followed him until in 
gono a milo. Aftor my companion 
Irnek to mo, wo tnovod on rapidly f» 
hour ami mado a hig fm*. and. us it 
night, took, hy tho light of tla* hi a 
course hy compass, mal hot out, loavin 
my rogrot, tin* groat warm tlaua* InOiitt 

It was now oloar and very i*old. All i 
long wt* jmshod on, now and thou mak 

light with flint and stool to *.*». tla.. 

and trying to ohsorvo tho *tnr*. Wt* 
wall assured that wo should ho put 1 
and on this aoommt novor halted tla* 
day, and hardly spoke a word unti 
evening, wo came upon tla* Allog 
River. 

There wo mado ramp, and wore u 
break of day. 

The ice lay out boiiio sixty foot (van 
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shores, and between were masses of 
afloat and a great flow of water. Hav- 
only one hatchet, and that not very 
3, we were all day contriving to build 
ft. At sundown we pushed it over the 
•e ice and got afloat. Midway we got 
?ht in the jam of ice-cakes, and as I 
led with my setting-pole, the swift cur- 
and a block of ice caught it, and I was 
into the deep water. I caught on to 
% of the raft, and Gist giving me a hand, 
awled on to the raft. I had lost my 
, and to go to either shore was not pos- 
s, and when we drifted on to an island 
is thankful enough, and the raft swept 
y in the flood. 

ery soon Gist had a great fire burning, 
by this I dried myself; but to keep 
cn was impossible, for the cold was the 
.test I have ever known, and so intense 
it that Gist would not allow me to sleep, 
made me walk about, although I was 
[y to drop, saying if we slept and the 
should die, so should we. By good for- 
s there was a large jam of drifted wood 
;he upper end of the island, and thus 
ind fuel sufficient. 

That with fatigue and the cold increas- 
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ing ax the night wont on, even < iint 
wuh of grout endurniu'e ami hnjieful 
concerned lest wo should have lw*ei 
lowed, itnd, ax the island afforded 
shelter, lx* shot from the shore. This 
bled me less tluut to keep wane, fro¬ 
wns not snow enough to build n hut. 
which there ix no lx*tter shelter. 

About ten oVloek that night we 
that the river wax rising, so that it < 
take little more to Hood ux. What I 
worst of all was the delay. I said t 
could hardly be worse, hut that the 
was such ns would freeze the river In 
light. He said that was true, and we 
back to the fire and shared n jmrt of n 
of brandy Ht. Fierro gave me. Fortin 
we had food enough, (list kept im 
himself awake with amassing stories < 
dians and French, and of great Wars, 
contrive as we eould, (list had his toes 
and had to have them rubbed with sn 
save them. I was well pleased nt last 
red in the sky to eastward, and win 
found the tee-eakes froze hard togoth 
made haste to cross to the shore. '1 
being out of shot and the sun wanner 
minute, we built another tint and ate l 
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and took, each, in turn, an hour’s 

3 we walked away, Gist said there was 
1 fear of Indians either in the darkness 
i groat cold, for they liked neither, and 
lought the cold had perhaps saved us 
t pursuit. 

lis was the case at Valley Forge in 
when, although my soldiers suffered 
tly, the snows and the cold were such 
i keep Sir William Howe in his lines, 
•om the top of a hill, as I looked hack 
he river, (list said: “You will never 
a, sir, he in a worse business than that, 
ever see the like again.” But this I 
when, on the night before Christmas, 
!76, I crossed the Delaware in a boat 
General Knox, amid as great peril of 
>n our way to heat up the Hessian quar- 
at Trenton. 

hile we were in danger, Gist had been 
t; but now that we were released from 
sty and on a clear trail, he talked all 
time, whether I made answer or not. 
member little of what he said, being 
ged in thinking how soon I should be 
to reach Williamsburg. I recall, how- 
his surprising me with a question as 
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to whothor I had i*vt*r U*fon* Itm 
all not lit jim*. I xaid ii»*vi*r, and ha 
mimi thux turned to th«* matter, I 
lx* at range that m great mi exeai** i 
nearnex* to «h*nth hail not more ii 
mi*. Hut, in fart, 1 hint no time 
before w«* rmight tlo* iiutti, mu! a; 
tht* groat iniaery of the oohl »»» it 
mt* that how to keep warm emjih 
mind, 


XXII 

W E were now on a good trail, and by 
nightfall came to the cabin of Fra¬ 
zier, a trader in furs; and this was where 
the Turtle Creek falls into the Mononga- 
hela. Here I wrote up my diary. 

As there was hope of paekhorses coming 
hither which might bo used on our return, 
I waited, pleased to he fed and warmed, 
but hearing bad news of massacres by the 
Ottawas. Near by I visited the Queen Ali- 
quippa, and made her presents of a match- 
coat and a bottle of rum I had of the trader, 
asking, too, her advice as to tho Indians, all 
of which pleased her mightily. 

I was surprised to find a woman with rule 
over Indians, but she was said to be wise 
in council. I never heard of a King Ali- 
quippa. The queen was old and fat and 
as wrinkled as a frosted persimmon. She 
smoked a pipe and had a tomahawk in 
her belt, and I did not think she would 
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lie n comfortable partner in the i 
state. 

At last, ns wo failed nt thin plat 
horses after n three days’ rest, w« 
font, January t, reaching Hist's 1 
the Monongaheia, a s»'d«“**Jt mile 
There I loft (lint, aiu), buying 
pushed on, passing pnekhornes 
stores for the now fort b*gu» at th 

I hiui no morn npjmtife for at! 
and was glad to reach Williams 
.January HI, 17JV4, whom I delivi 
scaled reply, and conveyed to the j 
tny views, anti remembrance t*f wh 
«w*n ami hoard, with mii|w I hat! u 
drawings of the fort*. 

Looking hank from the hilltop, 
oral Hamilton once Haiti to inn, mi 
surprise a man with knowledge of 
mndu by the way; hut considering t 
any from tlw summit of years, I 
havo done an wall an mo young a m« 

Van Braam, who oitmo in later, 
that tlio elder French ofRt*nrn woi 
nrmmod that a hoy should la* aei 
errand which might bring about a 
think it was their imprudent ind 
which left me free to observe all 
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to learn which might hear upon military 
action in the future. It npj»enred to mo that 
they felt ho nee tire of their own power aa to 
la* altogether earelcHH. 

I proponed to inyaelf on atarting to be 
an full of wileH hh the Indiana, and to Ixt 
very eareftd an to what I «aid to them and 
to the French. I pertrive to-day that my 
diapoaition to look tlown on the Indiana waa 
n miatake, and that 1 had lteen wiaer to have 
treated the Half King more aa an equal. 
My diapoaition to la* what ia called diplo- 
matie with the Freneh in <*omrnand waa 
need lean, for the commander waa very 
frank. I have learned, aa yearn went by, 
that in treating with men or nntiona the 
aimpleat way ia the lieat. 

The nnawer made to the governor waa 
plain enough. The Freneh men were there 
to oltey ordera, ami meant to hold the landa. 
They would, of eourae, aend our autnmona 
to Marquia Ihiqueane. The ehevalier aaid 
in hia deapateh polite word# of me, wliieh 
1 atill n*enll with aatiafaetion, for I have 
never t*een inaenaihle to the approbation of 
im»n, and the word* of the eourteoua Freneh 
ofB«*er wert* not loat upon me. 

The governor thought, and a© did hia 
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Ik* a eotnfortahln pnrtnor in tho marriago 
Htnto. 

At hint, no wo fnilod nt thin plnoo to got 
hornon nftor n throo day a' root, wo loft on 
foot, .Iitnunry I, ronohing (lint*« homo on 
tho Monongnhotn, n oi\toou milo trnm{i. 
Thorn ! loft (lint, ion), buying n homo, 
puahod cm, panning pnokborw* currying 
atnrox for tho now fort ttognn nt tho l’’**rk«. 

I hue) net tiutro nppntito for advonturo, 
nml who glut! to ronoh Willininnburg «»n 
January lt», I7f»l, whoro I tlolivoml my 
noniod roply, nml ocmvoyoil t>* tho govorttor 
my viowo, nml romombrnm , o of what I hint 
noon nml hoard, with map* i hml mndo mtd 
drnwingo of tho forto. 

Looking lrnok from tho hilltop, me (Ion 
oral llnmilton onoo an id to mo, muut ofton 
nurprmo n mnn with knowlodgo of mintakoM 
mndo by tho way; but oonxidoring thin jour 
noy from tho nmnmit of yonrn, I w<om to 
hnvo done* ns wnll tin no young it mnn might. 

Van Ilrnnm, who onmo in Intor, tohl mo 
that tho oldor Fronoh ofRoorn woro rnthor 
amused that a Itoy nhould In* sent on an 
errand whioh might bring nlmut n war. 1 
think it wan thoir imprudont indifference 
which loft mo frc*o to ohnorvo all I wished 
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to learn which might bear upon military 
action in the future. It appeared to me that 
they felt so secure of their own power as to 
be altogether careless. 

I proposed to myself on starting to be 
as full of wiles as the Indians, and to be 
very careful as to what I said to them and 
to the French. I perceive to-day that my 
disposition to look down on the Indians was 
a mistake, and that I had been wiser to have 
treated the Half-King more as an equal. 
My disposition to be what is called diplor 
matic with the French in command was 
needless, for the commander was very 
frank. I have learned, as years went by, 
that in treating with men or nations the 
simplest way is the best. 

The answer made to the governor was 
plain enough. The Frenchmen were there 
to obey orders, and meant to hold the lands. 
They would, of course, send our summons 
to Marquis Duquesne. The chevalier said 
in his despatch polite words of me, which 
I still recall with satisfaction, for I have 
never been insensible to the approbation of 
men, and the words of the courteous French 
officer were not lost upon me. 

The governor thought, and so did his 
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council, that tin* answer was evasivi 
was meant to gain time. It seemed 
remarkably straightforward, and I wa 
that in the spring they would descei! 
Ohio and take possession. ! had to pi 
my report hastily in two days, whirl 
printed and distributed through the 
men. It appears to me, as I read it 
to have lx*en well done for so young a 
with no time allowed to correct an 
prove the language. I am more surj 
as T now read it. that l should have hi 
good sense to sis*, as the French eng 
saw later, that where the Monouguhe! 
Alleghany join was the l»est plaee for i 
and a letter than where the Ohio (’on 
intended. 

It noeniH strange to me, as I look hi 
this time, to see what shun* l, hut a ; 
man, had in the historical events of th 
My report was not only read fhrou 
the colonies, hut in Knglaml and e\ 
France, so that at this time, mid agnii 
after, my name Itecnme known Isith n 
ourselves and on the other sidt* of the i 
although the matters in which I wi 
gaged were in themselves, to npjx*nrm 
little moment. To lie so widely spot 
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was not then unpleasant, and the less so 
because it was a source of gratification to 
my friends. 

I had been through the winter wilderness 
and delivered the hostile message of the 
King’s governor. It was seemingly no great 
matter. But as I reflect, I perceive that 
whatever I did then or later gave me such 
importance in the eyes of men as led on to 
my being considered for the greater tasks 
of life. Mr. ,T-, who much disliked Gen¬ 
eral H-, once wrote of him that he was 

like a pawn in the game of chess, and was 
pushed on by mere luck, until he suddenly 
found himself on the far line of the board 
with the powers of royalty. This was said 
with bitterness not long ago, when I in¬ 
sisted he should command under me, at the 
time we were threatened with a French war. 
I am not, however, of the opinion that good 
fortune alone presides over the destinies 
either of men or nations, for often in after 
days I have had cause to believe that an in¬ 
tending Providence was concerned in the 
events of the great war. 

As soon as I had made an end of my 
business with the governor, I visited my 
mother, and thence rode to Mount Vernon. 
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There T found Lord Fairfax, and 
pleased to be rented and to hear bin 
ship speak well of my conduct of a dit 
affair. When we were alone next dn 
horsebnek, he rode long in silence, an 
his way. When he spoke he said: "tie 
I have sent for eopies of vour repo 
send to my friends in Kngtand. It is 
done. T am pleased that you would me 
much of it last night to Colonel Willis 
Mr. Warner. The men who do not 
about themselves nre the most talked i 
by others. Bilenee often insures pra 
Indeed, even thus early and since, l 
been averse to speak of what I hnd 
I replied that T should rememlwr his 
ship’s advice, upon which he went < 
talk of the chances of war with From 
was not left long idle. 
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HE governor was now fully decided to 
resist the French aggressions, and 
ened the House of Burgesses after 
i delay. I was offered full command 
force of three hundred men in six 
rnnies, forming a regiment. I con- 
d his lordship and my lialf-brother Au- 
ne as to this, and not feeling secure of 
itness for so great a position, and they 
jing, I chose rather to serve as second 
r Colonel Frye. This being settled, I 
about the business of recruiting as 
inant-colonel. 

considering the new duty to which I 
lalled and what it led me to do, I have 
l myself whether I could have done 
tter, considering the want of supplies 
>f sufficiency of men. 

'. John Langdon at one time wrote to 
vhen commenting on the character of 
ral A-, that what he had been as 
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a very young man ho continued t<* is> ovor 
after, and that, although education and oj> 
portunity might give a man of strong char 
ae,ter the tools for his purposes, they would 
not seriously alter Ids nature; he would 
only bo more and more that which he had 
boon. 

As f sit in judgment upon the partieu 
lars which occasioned the affair at ({rent 
Meadows, and inter my disaster at Fort Me 
oossity, I am inclined to believe that 1 eould 
have done no letter at fifty than l did at 
twenty-two. I perceive also that the eon 
ditionn which at that time surrounded and 
omltarrassod me were on a lesser scale the 
same as those with which I had to struggle 
in the later and more important days, which 
made me old Indore my time. Hitch com 
parisons as those do not readily occur to 
me, as I am inclined to dwell most upon the 
needs of the present and upon the possihili 
ties which the future may have in store. 

On one occasion, during the march to 
Yorktown, when bivouacked at the head of 
the Elk, Colonel Hcammel and Lieutenant 
Colonel Hugh Wynne, both at that time of 
my military family, led me into expressing 
myself as to these earlier events, and one of 
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them, Lieutenant-Colonel Wynne, I think, 
remarked that I had then to encounter the 
same kind of obstacles as those which had 
perplexed me at the Valley Forge and Mor¬ 
ristown, and indeed throughout the War of 
Independency. I did not encourage such 
further discussion by these young officers as 
might readily lead on to the impropriety of 
criticisms upon Congress. But now, recall¬ 
ing what was then said, I am led to see how 
remarkably alike were the conditions I had 
to meet at two periods of my life. Nor can 
I fail to observe that what General Hamil¬ 
ton liked very often to call “the education 
of events” was valuable in teaching me 
moderation and such control of temper as 
I was to need on a larger field. 

While I went about my military prepara¬ 
tions, the governor and the House wrangled 
over the ten thousand pounds he asked for 
the fitting out of troops. I have observed 
that men engaged in agriculture as the mas¬ 
ters of slaves acquire a great independence 
of thought and are hard to move to a com¬ 
mon agreement even when, as at that time, 
there is an immediate need for united 
action. 

There was also much distrust of Gover- 
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nor Dinwiddio, nnd indeed wo rarely sob 
mitted with entire good will to any of tho 
royal governors. Ho got his grant at Inst, 
but a committee wan to confor with him as 
to how it was to Ik* nsod a measure not 
altogether unwise, hut whioh made him 
Bwoar we woro got ting to lie too rojmhlionn 
and, ho f<*nrod, would 1 h* moro and moro dif 
flioult to l>o brought to order. 

Ah to my rooruiting, tho letter men woro 
indisposed to join, and 1 got ohiotly a vaga 
bond crow of s1hh*1ohh, half dressed follows, 
but moHt of thorn huntors and good shots. 
T did hotter whon tho govorm*r offorod a 
bounty in land, whioh as yot wo had not, for 
it was to lx> about tho fluo bottoms at tho 
Forks of the Ohio, whioh woro in tin* hands 
of tho French and tho Indians. 

T made Van Brawn a captain, and there¬ 
after obtained more men ami lietter, for the 
old warrior promised, I fear, an easy time 
and all manner of agreeable rewards, with 
such accounts of the lands they were to 
have as much delighted the hard working 
farmers’ sons. 

On April 2 T left Alexandria, with orders 
to secure tools and build roads, for Colonel 
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* Frye to follow me with the artillery and a 
greater force. 

In what I was thus set to do I knew I 
was to have difficulty, and this it was hard 
to make Governor Dinwiddie understand, 
nor do I think he or our rulers in England 
could form any idea of the country to be 
traversed, even up to the Forks of the Ohio. 
From our outlying farms westward to the 
Mississippi was a great forest land with 
savannas, and beyond the Ohio vast mea¬ 
dows where buffalo grazed. Through our 
own hills there were old Indian trails, and 
as far as to the Ohio were horse-paths used 
by the traders and their men. There were 
also many crossing-trails made by horned 
game to reach water, and apt to mislead 
any but men accustomed to the woods. 
Very few knew this mighty wilderness, nor 
was it easy to make persons unused to the 
woods comprehend the obstacles and risks 
an army would find on traversing them with 
waggons and artillery. 

As I have said, I had long ago fixed upon 
the Forks of the Ohio as an excellent sta¬ 
tion for a fort. The French were also of 
this opinion, and in their hands it became 
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at last Fort Duquesne, ami in 175‘J was 
lightly given up by them to (leneral Forties. 
At this earlier date our governor, revolving 
to take my advice, nuule elioiee of Captain 
Trent to build a fort at the Fork#, whore we 
prepared to follow and support him, Huv 
ing failed on a former and easier errand, it 
waw fooliah to have exacted fitter things 
of thin mail in a more difficult matter. He 
was given only fifty men, as it was supposed 
he would not lie attacked. 

While I was on my way to Wills Creek 
from Winchester, fontreneur dropped 
down-stream from Venango with a great 
force and took the half finished fort. Cap 
tain Trent being absent at the time. I was 
near to Wills Creek when I learned of this 
disaster. Colonel Frve and other detaeh 
moots were to follow me, hut l saw that 
we were now in n way to lie devoured in 
hits by the larger French forces. Fvery 
thing I needed was lacking. I had ls*e» 
cursed along the border for mv taking of 
waggons, horses, ami food, and when l 
would have picks, shovels, and axes, it was 
worse. 

I heard while here from Mr. Fairfax, de¬ 
siring me not to neglect having divine scrv 
ice in the camps for the Iw-ncftt of the 
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Indians. I did on one occasion, but as 
Davidson told me they considered it some 
form of incantation, I did not repeat it. I 
had also a letter from my mother, meant 
to have found me earlier. It seemed 
strange amid anxieties like mine to be asked 
to send her a good Dutch servant and, if 
I remember correctly, four pounds of 
good Dutch butter. I had far other busi¬ 
ness. 

At the Ohio Company’s post at Wills 
Creek, nothing was ready; only Captain 
Trent, full of excuses for the failure of 
horses and boats, and much cast down at 
the news of the loss of the fort. I sent 
back for waggons and horses sixty miles to 
Winchester, and waited as patiently as I 
could. 

On April 23 came the men of Trent’s 
party, released by the French. The ensign, 
Mr. Ward, was the only officer with them, 
and to surrender was all he could do. He 
told me of hundreds of Chippewas and Ot- 
tawas coming to join Contrecoeur, and of 
another force descending the Ohio. To add 
to my troubles, Trent’s men were disor¬ 
derly, making my men uneasy by their 
stories. 

At this time I was decently housed in a 
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small log hut, and here, retiring by myxe 
T fell to thinking of wluit 1 had heard ni 
what I ought to do. The situation d 
manded «eriou« consideration, hut id 
speedy action. 
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[ HAD Ihh'H sent forward to built! bridges, 
tocorduroy swamps for the eannon, and 
to make roads. I wan not to bring on hos- 
tilitioH, !mt I was to assert the King's title 
anti, at not'd, to resist the French. The or¬ 
ders were well fitted to get me into trouble, 
hut the capture of Trent's fort and men 
somewhat aided my decision, for this was 
an act ttf ojien war. While thus occupied, 
a runner fetched me letters, and among 
them one from Lord Fairfax. 

As adjutant of the Northern Division 
since I was nineteen, I was prepared for 
much that his lordship's letter conveyed, 
hut it went in some resjieets Iteyond what 
I then knew or was prepared for, and, I may 
add also, much lieyond the views which 
hts lordship came later to entertain, when 
men were obliged to elect as between loy¬ 
alty to the King and disloyalty to human 
rights. 

m 
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This lettor now bofort? im* run* iw fol¬ 
lows: 

(Irmiiitif Vmrt, 

Mf DRAit OeoeciE: Yonm twriwd front Atm* 

andria, and thank you for the attention when 

yon were ho busily engaged, I inn always pletmcd 
to be acquainted with anything to your advtito 

tag©, and wan gratified at your Imng vtmmni to la* 

of the force, I desire you, however. fit under* 
stand that your worst enemies will not tm tin* 
French, or the firkin Indians, hut those in tli« 

rear. 

There in of lain yearn n great desire fur free¬ 
dom in all the colonies, and men are iliijw»««l 
to dispute the too royal sense of prerogative 
on the part of the governor**, Whenever* aa 
now, money in to la! voted, the houses in the 
several colonies an* apt to one the oceiodon to 
dispute it,ami to bargain for sinnathtng else mi 
reward for their grant of supplies, Tito with- 
holding of money haa Iteeti the chief menus of 
governing kings by our own Commotm, 1 blame 
it not Hut this present reluctance in without 
eauao—-foolish, ami nt m wrong season. As to 
the difficulty of disciplining our jwniph* you know 
enough, ami will know more; hut they will 
always fight, which may commie for cither de¬ 
fects, The want of an organised commissary 
you will fed of a surety, hut less than with r**gti" 
law, who do not know tug do our people how to 
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diet their English bellies, or how to forage at 
need on wood and river. Prepare, too, for de¬ 
sertion and drunkenness, which is the curse of 
the land. But I must forbear, lest I discourage 
you, although that I consider not to be easy. I 
would that you smoked a pipe. It confers great 
equanimity in times of doubt, and the Indians 
hold it to be helpful in council ,* for while a man 
smokes he cannot discourse, and thus mast needs 
obtain time for sober reflection, for which reason 
it would be well that women took to the pipe, 
a custom which would greatly conduce to com¬ 
fort in the condition of armed neutrality known 
as the married state. Charles Sedley once said 
in my company that the pipe was the bachelor's 
hearth, and I have found it a good one. Indeed, 
my dear George, when I reflect upon the many 
statues of worthless kings and the monuments to 
scoundrels in graveyards where the dead lie and 
the living lie about them, I am inclined to set up 
a fine memorial at Greenway Court to the un¬ 
known Indian who invented this blessing of the 
Pipe. He must have been a great genius. 

Wishing you the best of luck, and that I were 
young enough to be with you, I am, 

Tours, 
Fairfax . 

P. S. You will at some time have to serve 
with regulars or with colonial officers appointed 

by the crown. Your sense of justice and of what 
11 
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ioa 

is ihit' ti* n goat Innaa w ill, l nut iijisurod, rr\ 
thi> want itf jmrily m pay and at 1‘ih- r t int 
outrank gontlomon nf to*>l«into« Hrrvmg i 
militia. As to this I ntntwl lundoralmn nu 
duranro. Vttur first duty must !«• !*< th«* r 

It whs raining hoavily its I snt that i 
and <*on«idorod wind l should do. T» 
hack I had nu mind. I had lawn srt t 
Blow work of preparing roads, and 
nindo thorn up to tin* wrst brnnrh oi 
Youghioghony, nlKint four milus it day 
horn mount to mitko a hridgo. As I 
tho log oahin itlono, dooidiug what no 
do, onmo in Vim Brnam with a win 
from tho Half King, and, just nft» 
trador who had ls*on drivon out hy 
Fronoh and who told mo that a form 
from Duquoano was at loast right hut 
in numbor. This I was sun* oould m 
tho oaso, nn<I until I know nmro l omih 
dooido what to do. i askini to l*o nlono 
with a oandlo and a rudo map ooitsii 
tho Bituation, l oonolmlod that tho l*'i 
would mako no oonsidorahlo tmno for 
until thoy had mado sootm* tho oxn 
position thoy had taknn from Trout. I 
of opinion thoy would moatiwhilo arm 
small partioH to wout. 
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ter a council with my officers, we re¬ 
el to go on to fortify a post of the Ohio 
pany at Redstone Creek, near the 
ragahela, and after sending hack ur- 
letters we set out, doing the best we 
[ as to the road. On May 9, at Little 
lows, we were met by many traders, 
n in by the French, with tales which 
. discouraged my men—in all some two 
red; and still I pushed on to the 
;hiogheny, and there kept the men busy 
the bridging of it. Leaving them oc- 
d in this manner, I explored the 
;hiogheny for a better way by water 
over the hills, but found it impracti- 
, and so came back to do as best I 
. with the road over the mountains, 
at night I was again called on for a 
ion. I remember I walked to and fro, 
dering how it was but an outpost, with 
ng near in the way of succour, and he¬ 
me the French and the wilderness. 

Braam, whom I had sent out to 
, had before this appeared, bringing 
that, eighteen miles below, the French 
crossing by a ford, their number un- 
n; also that several of our men had 
ted and that there was much uneasi- 
in the camp. I was myself quite un- 
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easy enough, Mirny time* t have 

hecn in ns doubtful and pcrdous situations, 
where tin* fate of an «‘iitj»ir** was romt'ined, 
but tlton I have lmd with ini' ufiieers of dis¬ 
tinction. I was alo««*. hardly more thun n 
boy, and surrounded by tuoii who were W 
coming alarmed. 

1 said to Van Britain that we nun*! not i» 
caught Imre, but that l would not full back 
very far. The old tronjter hiniled, and l 
con fens to having Iteon pleased by this sign 
of approval. My mind was made up not to 
return to the settlements except U'forw an 
overwhelming force. 
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O N May 2.1, six more mon being gone 
away, I retreated to <Jrout Meadows, 
a wide, open apnea free of large trees, a 
eharming place for an encounter, and here 
i eleared the ground of bushes, l>egan a log 
fort, and prepared to remain until I heard 
further. This I did very soon, for (list, the 
trader, enuie in on the 25th of Mny with 
news of my old acquaintance, La Foree, 
having been at his eamp, at noon the day 
l«*fore, with some fifty men, and one, Do 
.Itimonville, in <’ommnnd. They were fool¬ 
ish enough not to hold (list, for he got off 
and warm'd me of their lasing not five miles 
from us. They had l»een sending runners 
baek to (-ontremnn, and what were their 
intentions (list did not know. That night I 
got news of my doubtful Half-King, who 
promised help if 1 would attack this party. 

Whatever indecision I have had in my life 
of warfare hits been due to a too great re- 
sjHH’t for the opinions of other officers, and 
too 
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very often I laid done luster to have gum* 
my own way. Ail day long I had boon in 
the melancholia atato of mint! whioh at 
timoH all my lift* lum troubh-d mo. I ro- 
member that tin* new* from that of thin 
prowling hand ho noar an tlvo miles, and 
the word sent hy tin* Half King, at otnv put 
to rout my lowness of mind. Funnily voimg 
officers go into tlmir tir«t hattlo undo)- morn 
experienced guidance, mid 1 now wonder 
at the confidence with widt h ! set out, for 
Homo of my officers won* oloar against it. 

1 felt Hurt* that lh* .1 umonvitlo wouhl at 
taok xrn* if 1 rotroatod, or, if 1 lot him ahum, 
would wait for furthor holpmui orders from 
Oontremmr before making an ond of my lit 
tlo party. That 1 wan to strike ojH-uly tin* 
fom*H of tho King of Franco did not din 
turb me, nftor thoir semire of tmr fort at 
tho Forks. 

Whon r told Van ft ream and (lint what I 
meant to do, tho former approvoti, hut (lint 
would have hud mo retreat to Wills (’rook. 
I said no; wo would surely be ambushed, 
and the men were deserting. 

Having given my orders, I tied an extra 
pair of moeemtinH to mv 1 m*U, and taking 
no gun myaelf, net out at 10 i*.m., leaving 
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behind me a baggage-guard. I took with 
me forty men, the best I had, and mostly 
good shots. The Half-King and a few war¬ 
riors in full war-paint met me at a spring 
some two miles away. 

His scouts had found the French in a 
rocky valley, where they had cleared a space 
and evidently meant to await orders or re¬ 
inforcements. 

The rain was pouring down in torrents, 
the worst that could be, when we met the 
Half-King. We halted in the darkness of 
the forest while my interpreter let me know 
the situation of De Jumonville, which 
seemed to me to be well chosen as a hid¬ 
ing-place, but ill contrived for defence. 
After this we pushed on, the Indian guides 
being ahead. Several times they lost their 
way. We stumbled on in the wet woods, 
falling against one another, so dark was 
the night, and crawling under or over the 
rotten trees of a windfall. I was both eager 
and anxious, and kept on in front, or at 
times fell back to silence my men. We were 
moving so slowly that my anxiety contin¬ 
ually increased, and I had constantly to 
warn my men to keep their flint-locks dry. 

At last, toward dawn of day, we came 
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where we could look down on the camp. 
The wind being in our faces, we had smelt 
the smoko of their fires a quarter of a mile 
away, and now and then, even at this dis¬ 
tant day, the smell of the smoke from wet 
wood smouldering in the rain recalls to 
my mind this night, a fact which appears to 
me singular. To my joy, the camp was si¬ 
lent and there were no sentinels. 1 halted 
the men, and my orders were whispered 
down the trail for them to scatter to the 
right while the Indians moved to the left. 
After giving time for this, I moved out 
alone from the shelter of the rocks and trees. 
As I did so, a man came from a hut and 
gave a great shout. At once the French 
were out with their arms and began to fins 
but had no cover. Home of my own men 
were practised Indian-fighters and kept to 
the shelter of the trees, moving from trunk 
to trunk and firing very dclilierntoly. I 
heard the enemy’s bullets whiz-/, around me, 
and felt at once and for the first time in 
war the strange exhilaration of danger. A 
man fell at my aide, and I called to those 
near me to keep to the trees, but did not 
myself fall back, feeling it well to encourage 
my men. 
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For a little while the firing was hot. It 
lasted, however, hut fifteen minutes. Then 
I saw an officer fall, and they gave up and 
cried for quarter as I ran down into their 
camp to stop the Indians from using their 
tomahawks and killing the wounded. 

Van Braam told me afterwards that I 
exposed myself needlessly, hut I thought 
this was necessary in order to give spirit 
and confidence to men who were many of 
them new to battle. 

Our loss was small and that of the French 
great, since De Jumonville, who was in 
command, and ten men were killed and 
twenty-two taken, with some others hurt. 

I remember to have written my brother 
Jack of this little fight, that the whistle of 
the bullets was pleasing to me; but I was 
then very young, and it was, after all, but 
a way of saying that the sense of danger, 
or risk, was agreeable. 

On our way back through the woods I 
talked to La Force, who was in no wise cast 
down and told me that I should pay dear 
for my success, and how innocent they were, 
and a fine string of lies. 

I was very well pleased to have caught 
this fellow, one of the most wily and trou- 
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blesome half-breeds cm the frontier, and n 
fine maker of mischief, an he haci Imhuj when 
I wan on my way to the* lake. 

After the fight we found, on the jierson 
of Do Jumonville and in his hut, papers 
amply proving his hostile intention, id 
though even without thin evidence his hid 
ing ko long in our neighbourhood, and 
sending out runners to Fort Dutjueane, suffi¬ 
ciently showed what my party had to ex 
jaset when the French would l»e reinforced. 

After the fight it was thought prudent 
to return as soon as possible, so, to my 
regret, 1 had to leave the dead, both our 
own and the French, without decent burial. 
This I believe they had Inter at the* hand 
of De Villiers. Although the fugitives were 
nearly all taken, one or two eseiijssl and 
took the news to t’ontreemir, at the Forks 
of the Ohio. T sent my prisoners to Wil 
liamalmrg under a strong guard, having 
previously supplied M. Drouillon, n young 
officer, and lai Foree with clothes of my 
own out of the very little I had, I remem 
ber that I was amused when Drouillon, a 
pert little fellow, complained that my shirt 
was too big for him. Indeed, it enme down 
near to his ankles. 
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I asked of the governor in a letter such 
roH|H>ot mid favour for these {lersons as 
was due to gentlemen placed in their unfor¬ 
tunate condition. Neither of them seemed 
to me to have lieen aware of the character 
of their commander’s orders. To my re¬ 
gret, the request I made to Governor Din- 
widdie received small consideration, as I 
may have to relate. I was of opinion, how¬ 
ever, that La Force should not lie set free 
too soon, lieenuHo of his power to influence 
the Indians. 
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T il 10 action with I>o .fumonville took 
place on May 2S and tho Half King, 
although disappointed an to scalps, wont 
away, promising to return with many war 
riors. Ho tohl mo his friends tho F.nglish 
had now at last begun in earnout, but that 
it wan no good war to keep prisoners. 

Ah I trusted him more than most of the 
Indians, I sent thirty men and some horses 
to assist in moving tho Indian families, for 
without them tho warriors would never re 
turn; and I did not neglect to send a runner 
back to hasten Maekay, who was in com 
mand of an indejjondont company from 
South Carolina. They were indeed quite 
independent, having neither good sense nor 
discipline, as I was soon to discover. My 
little skirmish with the French on May 2H 
added to my jierplexitieK the knowledge that 
as soon as the runners who esenj»ed should 
reach the fort at the Forks Contreeteur 
172 
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would undertake to avenge the loss of his 
officer. 

While 1 was impatiently waiting supplies 
from Crogltan at Wills ('reek, for now we 
were six (lavs without flour, eatue news that 
(’olouel Frye, my commander, was dead at 
that post. Colonel lanes of North Carolina, 
who was to succeed him in the whole com¬ 
mand. lay at Winchester with four hundred 
men; hut as he continued to lie there, nei¬ 
ther he nor his troops were of any use in the 
campaign. 

1 hiring the j«*riud which elapsed between 
my tight on May ‘JH and my lieing attacked 
on duty .1, lieing now n eolonel, and sure of 
soon lieing reinforced, I made haste to com¬ 
plete the fort at (5rent Meadows. 

There I had excellent help from Captain 
Stobo and Mr. Adam Stephen, whom I 
made captain, and who, long after, be¬ 
came a general ami served under me in the 
great war. 

It was only a log work we built, near to 
breast high, with no roof, one hundred 
feet square, with partitions, and surrounded 
at some distance by a too shallow ditch and 
pnlisadoes. Captain Stoho gave to this de¬ 
fence the name of Fort Necessity, and said 
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that the name was suggested by his empty 
belly, for indeed we were at this time half 
starved. 

Near about this time eame three hundml 
men from Wills (’reek, and, t« my satisfae 
tion, my friend Dr. t’raik, who was of a 
merry disposition, and kept us in good hu- 
mour, besides what aid he gave us as a phv- 
sieian, and I never had the service of a 
better. 

On the !Hh of .June arrived my old mill* 
tary teacher, Adjutant Muse, with other 
men, nine swivels, anil a very small sup 
ply of ammunition. He fetched with him 
a wampum lx»lt and presents and medals 
for the Indians, as I had desired of the 
governor. 

At this time, in order to secure the In 
dians, who are fickle and must always Is* 
bribed, we had a fine ceremony, and l de¬ 
livered a sjiaoeh sent from the governor. 

Dr. Ornik gave me, two years ago, the no 
count he wrote home of this occasion, and 
I leave it in this place for the time, si nee 
it serves to record matters of which l have 
no distinct remembrance, and is better wrote 
than it would have been by me. 
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My dear Anns: To-day, before we move on, I 
tiend you a letter by a runner who returns to 
hasten our supplies. We had a great ceremony 
to-day. A spare in the meadows near the fort 
was cleared, and all our men set around under 
arms in a great eirele. In the middle stood the 
Colonel, very tall and, like all of us, very lean 
for laek of diet, for we arc all shrunk like per¬ 
simmons in December. Before him were seated 
the Half-King and the son of Aliquippa, the 
Queen of one of the tribes. Last year our 
Colonel gave her a red mateh-eoat and a bottle 
of rum, and now she is his great friend and 
waiting fern more favours, especially rum. 

The warriors were painted to beat even a 
London lady, and no bird has more feathers or 
finer. The pipe of Conned was passed around, 
and all took a few whiffs. When it came to 
the turn of our Colonel, he sneezed and 
coughed and made a wry face, but none of the 
Indians so much m smiled, for they are a very 
solemn folk. 1 could not refrain to laugh, so 
hid my fare in the last handkerchief I possess. 
There an* holes in it, too. Then we had the 
Indian’s speech and that the Governor sent to 
l>e spoken. After this the Colonel hung around 
the necks of the Chiefs medals of silver sent 
from England. One had the British lion maul¬ 
ing the Gallic cock, and on tike other side the 
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King's efllgy. Then tin* drums were bent, mid 
thi! son of Aliquippn whs tnken into l\nmeil as 
a sachem, ami given, ns is the eustmu, a new 
mum*. I suppose it is a kinil <>f heathen {'hris- 
tening. lie was called Fairfax. 1 hope his 
Lordship will look after his (iodsou, or devil 
son, as he is more like to he. The Half King 
was made proud with the name of llmw tddic, 
and so we are friends until tomorrow, and 
allies I call them all fun. After this the 
Colonel read the morning service, which I hope 
pleased them. They believed he was making 
magic. 

This is a good account, mid I certainly 
did mako a face with the tobacco smoke, 
for, although at that time I raised the weed, 
1 cannot endure it. 

Captain Mttckay arrived on the 7th of 
dune, but it came about untowardly that 
the company which thus joined me was 
not Virginian, and gave me more trouble 
than help. I may Is* wrong concerning 
the date of Captain Mnckny’s arrival, hut 
he was with us when, mi the Kith of June, 
I moved out of our fort to prepare the 
road for the larger attempt proposed to 
take the defences at the Forks of the Ohio. 
I soon found that I was to have difficulty 
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with this officer. I found him a good sort 
of u gout Ionian, hut, as he had a distinct 
commission from the King, ho declined to 
receive my commands, and, 1 found, would 
rather impede the service than forward it. 
I have made it a rule, however, to do the 
host 1 can in regard to obstacles 1 cannot 
control, and so 1 kept my temper and was 
always civil to this gentleman, even when 
he would not permit his men, unless paid a 
shilling a day, to assist in the making of 
roads. 

As two masters are worse in an army 
than any when* else 1 , he agreed willingly 
enough to remain at Fort Necessity, while 
I went on toward Redstone Greek with my 
Virginians to better my road. It was a 
hard task, and at night the men were so 
tired that the scouts and sentries could 
hardly keep awake. The Indians came in 
daily, asking presents, and were mostly 
spies. 

At (list’s old camp, thirteen miles from 
Great Meadows, I learned that Fort T)u- 
qnesne had been reinforced and that I was 
to lie attacked by a large force. T sent back 
for Maekay, and at once called in all my 

hunters and scouting-parties. When Cap- 
12 
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tain M«<‘kny arrived we held a council and 
resolved that we had a better chance to de 
fond ourselves at Fort Necessity. Tin* of 
deers gave up their hom*H to carry tla* am 
munition, ami we began a rot rent with ail 
possible »jTin* wontlior was of tin* 
worst, very hot and raining, ami tla* Caro 
lina men, wlui oallod themselves king's sol 
diers, would give no assistance in dragging 
tin* swivels. What with liungor and toil, 
my rangers wore worn out when, on duly l, 
we were come bark to tin* fort. 1 wan of 
half a mind to push on and secure my re 
treat to Wills (’reek; but tin* men refused 
to go on witli the swivels, and tin* few 
horses we hud were mere hone I mgs, and 
some of them hardly lit to walk. 

I turned over tin* matter that night with 
Captains Maekay and Stephen, and re 
solved, for, ind<*ed, I eould do no 1 letter, 
to send for help and abide in the fort. 1 
was well aware that to retreat would turn 
every Indian on the frontier against us, and 
I was in good hojm to hold out. 

If, as I wrote the governor, the French 
behaved with no greater spirit than they 
did in the dumonviile affair, I might yet 
come off well enough if provisions reached 
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me in time, and T thought with proper re¬ 
inforcements we should have no great trou¬ 
ble in driving them to the devil and 
Montreal. 

On the evening of July 1 an Indian run¬ 
ner came in. He had l>een with He Villiers 
and a force from Duqneane. He told me 
that when that officer reached (list’s pali¬ 
sade he fired on it, hut, finding no one there, 
was of a mind to go back, thinking I had 
returned to the settlements. Unfortunately, 
some of our Indians, who were now leaving 
us in numbers, told him I meant to make a 
stand at Port, Necessity. 

Whether 1 should fall back farther or 
not was now a matter for little choice. If 
I retreated with tired, half-starved men and 
no rum for refreshment, He Villiers’s large, 
well fed fom* and quick-footed Indians 
would surely overtake us, and we should 
have to meet snperiour numbers without be¬ 
ing intrenched. If <’upturn Maekay and his 
men, in my absence, had done anything to 
complete mv fort, I should have fared bet¬ 
ter. Meanwhile we might be aided with men 
from Winchester, or, at least, be provi¬ 
sioned. 1 said nothing to the South Caro¬ 
lina oflhvr of his neglect, for that would 
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do no good, and I dew red when it cnmc to 
fighting la* should bo in a good hmnour. 

Nows seemed to fly through tin* forests ns 
if tlio birda carried it, and 1 was not aur 
prised to loam boforo l got to tho fort that 
the Half-King and nearly all his warriors 
had atolon away. Ho waa out of humour 
with tho offietTK I had loft in charge and 
aaid no one consulted him. I think ho de¬ 
sired to earnjto a su|*erionr force and to na¬ 
an re the safety of Ilia ai|uawa and papooses, 
whom I was not ill pleased to l>e rid of, but 
not of the warriora. 

After my men were fed. Captain Stela*, 
Adjutant Muse, Captain Stephen, and I 
took off our coats and went to work to help 
with axes. Hr. Craik very merry ami cheer 
ing thi' poor fellows, who wen* worn out 
with work. 

We raised the log shelter a log higher, 
and dug our diteh deejter, mid, had we had 
more time, had done 1 letter to have enlarged 
the fort, for it was quite too small for the 
force. 
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O N the evening of July 2,1 went over the 
place with Captain Htobo. We were in 
Ihe middle of a grassy meadow about two 
hundred and fifty yards wide, and no wood 
nearer than sixty yards. Stobo would have 
had uh cut, down the nearer trees, but the 
rangers could work no more. As to men, 
1 had enough, if I had been supplied with 
ammunition and food. 

The next day being the .'Id, this was tried 
1 mean the clearing away of trees; but 
about half past ten I heard a shot in the 
woods on that side where the ground rises, 
and at once all the men hurried in, as was 
beforehand agreed, and a sentry ran limp¬ 
ing out of the woods, wounded. Next came 
our scouts in haste to say the French and 
Indians, a great force, were a mile away, 
eight hundred it was thought. At eleven 
I saw them in the forest on the nearest rise 
of ground, well under cover. I left Captain 
1SI 
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Milfkay in tin* fori, ami set my rangers in 
Urn ditch, fairly covered hy the earth cant 
up in the digging <>f it, imping the enemy 
would make an assault. Hut they kept in the 
woods and fired incessantly. About 4 j*.m. 
it came on to rain very heavy, with thunder 
and lightning. Ho great was tin* downfall 
that tiie water flowing into the ditch half 
filled it, and the pans and primings of the 
muskets got wetted, and our fire fell off. 
Heeing this, I drew the men within the pair 
sadoes and tin* log fort, where they were 
favourably disposed to resist an attack, for 
which the enemy seemed tit have no atom 
nch. This was near about ft j\m., and soon, 
to my dismay, shots Itcgau to fall among us 
from the Indians, who elimlted the trees and 
thus had us at an advantage. 

Many men Itegan to drop, ami Do Dev 
ronney, a Huguenot captain, was badly 
wounded, while our own shooting, Iteennse 
of the torrent of rain, was much slackened, 
and at dusk our ammunition nearly nil used. 
Twelve men were killed and forty three 
wounded out of the three hundred rangers, 
but how many out of the Indejamdent com¬ 
pany I do not know, nor was the loss of the 
enemy ever ascertained. 
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About 7 c.m., seeing that we had almost 
censed to fire, the French called a parley, 
which 1 declined; but at eight, knowing our 
state and that we had scarce any provisions 
left, I answered their second flag that I 
would send an officer, and for this errand 
would have ordered Do Peyronney, who 
spoke the French tongue, but that he was 
hurt and in great pain. I had no one hut 
Van Braam who knew any French. He 
went, and returned with demands for a 
capitulation so dishonourable that I could 
not consider them. At last, however, we 
came to terms, which were to march out 
with all the honours of war, Van Braam and 
Faptain Stobo volunteering to go as hos¬ 
tages for the return of Drouillon and La 
Forets 

It wuh eleven o’clock at night and very 
dark when Van Braam translated the final 
terms of capitulation. We were to march 
away unmolested and to agree not to build 
forts or occupy the lands of his Most Chris¬ 
tian Majesty for a year; but to this vague 
stipulation 1 did not object. It was raining 
furiously, and we heard the terms read by 
the light of one candle, which was put out 
by the rain, over and over, as Van Braam, 
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with no grout o«w», lot mt* hour what, ho 
declared, was not down, I'nhappiiy, ho 
translated tho words whioh twioo mndo mo 
agree to 1st takon us tlio m.saxain of l>o Vil 
Hera's hrothor, .JumonviHo, so ns to romi 
that tho Kronoh had nmit' to revenge tho 
death of that gontlonimi, nnd understnmiing 
it, with Stephen ami Maekny, to moan this 
and no more, I signes! tho pnj*or and tints 
innocently subjected mysolf to a foul cal 
ninny. 

At dawn wo moved out with one swivel 
and drums 1 touting nnd velours flying. 'Phis 
was on July 4. I was reminded of it when, 
on July {), 177(>, l paraded the army tit an 
nmtnee that on July 4 the (‘engross had 
deelnred that we wort* no longer eolonies 
lmt frts* anti indojtendent States. 'Plum l 
remembered tho humiliation of tin* morn 
ing when we filed away Itefnre those who 
were to lteeome our friends and allies. 

I bade good-by to Van Brnam anti Stnbo, 
and we Itegan our homeware! tnareh, all on 
foot, because of our horses having {teen 
taken when we were fe treed to leave them 
outside of the* fort. We had gone searee n 
mile, carrying our wounded <m ruth* litters, 
when, against all the terms agreesl upon, 



Till'; YOUTH OF WASHINGTON 


185 


the Indiana followed and robbed the rear 
baggage, misusing many. Upon this, show¬ 
ing a bold front, I drove them off, and 
destroying all useless baggage, set out 
again. 

Some died on our way, others fell out 
and were no more heard of; and thus, half 
starved and weary, we made the seventy 
miles to Wills Creek. 

Having conducted my command to this 
point, whore was all they required in the 
way of clothing and supplies, 1 rode with 
Captain Mackay to Williamsburg. 

I felt for a time and with much sharpness 
the sense of defeat, and I heard later that 
Captain Mackay complained that I was dull 
company on the ride, which was no doubt 
true enough, for 1 felt that he and his com¬ 
mand were partly to l>e blamed. 

Indeed, I appeared to myself at this time 
tin* most unfortunate of men; but I have 
often been led to observe that we forget our 
calamities more easily than the pleasures 
of life, nor on the occasion here described 
could I so much reproach myself as those 
who had failed to supply me with the am¬ 
munition and provisions required for suc¬ 
cess. 
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Although it was near to itiiu' at night 
when we rode into Williamsburg anti put 
Tip at the Hnleigh Tavern, 1 wont at onee 
to the house ealh'il the governor's palaee, 
but much inferiour in size mat eonvenienee 
to the fine houses of Westover aial Bran 
don. The governor l>eing gone to supper 
elsewhere, I gave tla* sealed paekage eon 
tabling the capitulation, all in French, with 
the signatures of He Villiers and myself, 
to the governor’s aide. 

In the morning 1 ealled upon the gov 
ernor and was cordially received. He said 
that we could not go into the details of 
the capitulation until the articles of it were 
fairly Knglished. This would require n 
day. He made rather too light, 1 thought, 
of the surrender and of what seemed to 
me serious; for to my mind the French 
were come to stay. 

While the governor was assuring me that 
we should easily drive out the invaders, 
my kinsman. Colonel Willis of the council, 
joined us. He considered the situation on 
the frontier as very grave, and succeeded 
in alarming the governor, a man of ronfi 
dent and very sanguine disposition. At 
last Colonel Willis turned to me ami said: 
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“ floorge, T dare venture to engage that this 
little fire you have left blazing will set the 
world aflame. ** 

After further talk I left them. I had 
been before this in the capital of the colony, 
but always for a brief visit. Now, having 
time, T walked down the broad Duke of 
Gloucester stroet, and saw the famous 
William and Mary College. There were 
many fine houses and the handsome parish 
church of Bruton, said to have been planned 
by the great Sir Christopher Wren. 
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rilUK next morntttjuc about nine came Mr. 
»JL William Fairfax to tin* inn ami mud: 
4 *There is some trouble about tin* rnpituln 
lions, but 1 do not know what. You nro 
wanted at onee by tin* oounoil." 

Upon this I matin haste to reach tin* pal 
nee, wondering what could bo tin* umttor. 

In the council ehaudter wort* several gen 
tlemen standing, in silence Mr. Spoakt*r 
Robinson, Colonel Cary, and my Lord Fair 
fax, as I was pleased to soo, ho having ar 
rivod that morning to !*» a guest <»f Ciov 
ornor Uimviddie. Tla*ro wort* also othorw, 
all standing in groups, but who thoy wort* 
I fail now* to remember. All of thorn up 
pan red to 1 k» serious ns I went in, and there 
was, of a sudden, silenee, except that the 
governor, a bulky man, very red in the fata* 
and of eholerie temper, was walking about 
cursing in a most unseemly way. Lord 
Fairfax alone received tne pleasantly, com 
aw 
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ing forward to grout mo, but no one else did 
moro than bow. The governor eame toward 
me, and holding the capitulations in one 
hand, struck them with the other hand and 
cried out: “Explain, sir -explain how you, 
sir,an officer of the King,came to admit over 
your signature that you were an assassin, 
and twice, sir, twice. 1 consider you dis¬ 
graced.” 

Lord Fairfax laid a hand on my arm to 
stay me and said: 

“Your Excellency, it is not the manner 
among us to condemn a man unheard; nor, 
sir, to address a gentleman as you have per¬ 
mitted yourself to do.” 

Colonel Carv said: “That, sir, is also my 
own opinion.” For this 1 was grateful, 
because on a former occasion he had himself 
l>eon lacking in civility. 

Then my cousin Willis came across the 
room and said very low: “Keep yourself 
quiet, Ooorgo.” 

1 bowed and asked to Ik* shown the trans¬ 
lation. I rend it over with can*, while no 
one spoke. What had been said was cor¬ 
rect, For a moment 1 was too amazed to 
apeak. As 1 looked up, utterly confounded, 
Lord Fairfax said: "Well, colonel!” 
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Upon thin I related the facta of tho raw, 
and that Uaptaiim Markov m«l Stephen had 
hoard Van Hraam traimlate the articles, and 
that ho had novor lined tho word nssttstiina 
turn, hut, in place of it, tltutih; and that l 
eonmdorod it to have boon ignorance on bin 
part, and no worm*. 

I «aw also that, whilo ! had lanm given 
to underatand by Van Brnum thnt for a 
yoar wo worn pledged not to make any forts 
on tho lands of tho King of France, I had 
roally agm*d that wo woro not for thnt 
jK'riod to do ho Imyond tho mountains. 

Whoa I had thus ftdlv aooountod for 
my iniHapprohoiiHion, Lord Fairfax »nid 
at onoo: "Then, gontiotuon, thin unfor 
tnnato mistake and thin mduoky pledge 
woro duo to tho governor's oonnoil having 
failod to provido Colonel Washington with 
a oompotont Fronoh interpreter." I could 
hardly liolp Kiuiling at thin transfer of tho 
binmo to tho governor and bin adviser*. 
Colonel Byrd laughed outright, m tho gov¬ 
ernor, with a groat oath, cried out, "Non- 
aonao, my lord,” and to mo, "You Hhould 
ho broke, air; you are unfit to command.” 

Lord Fairfax said quietly, "Bo careful 
of your wordw, governor.” This stayed bin 
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speech, but amid entire silence be stood 
shaking with anger, ho that, although his 
wig wan covered with a net, the powder fell 
over his scarlet coat. 

Upon this l threw the capitulations on 
the table ami, with much effort controlling 
myself, said: “I have explained myself to 
the honourable council and have no more 
to say.” 

The governor said: “I presume, sir, we 
must, accept your statement.” I replied at 
once, looking about me: “If any gentleman 
here doubts it, I ” But on this Colonel 
Cary said: “1 do not. I think the matter 
cleared. Colonel Washington, mid T trust 
that bis lOxcellency will see that he has 
spoken in haste.” 

Lord Fairfax and Mr. Robinson also 
spoke to like effect, and with a degree of 
warmth which set me entirely at ease. The 
governor, much vexed to be thus taken to 
task, said in a surly way that he was satis¬ 
fied and that Van Braam was a traitor, 
which I declined to believe, also adding that 
Captain Stephen would be asked to see the 
governor and confirm my statement. 

After this, to my surprise, the governor 
desired my company at dinner, and seeing 
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Lord Fairfax nod to me, I accepted, lmt 
with no vary good will The matter ended 
with a voto of thanks from tin* House <if 
Burgesses, Vim Britain boing loft out, and 
also Adjutant M use, who was considered 
to have* shown cowardice. I was wall dono 
with a worry businoss. 

Indeed, but for tho rain, tho bad light, 
and that 1 had no roason to dislielievc what 
Van Braam road to ns, i should liuvu looked 
over tho paper, whoro tho word tissassin, 
being as niuolt Knglish as Fronoh, must 
have caught my oyo. What soomod to me 
most strango was that He Villiers sbotdd 
so oasily have lot go a man whom ho pro 
ftwHod to consider tho murderer of his 
brother. 

When wo surrendered the French officers 
wore very civil, and l saw no evidem*e of 
unusual enmity, but 1 do not think I met 
M. do Villiers. 

Van Braam was very much abused and 
called a traitor, which I neither then nor 
later believed him to have tieen. Some few 
in Virginia blamed me, but since then ! 
have lived through many worm* calumnies. 

As each nation was casting the blame of 
warliko action on the other, much was made 



THK YOUTH OF WAHIUNUTON 


103 


in France of the death of Do Jumonville 
and llu* surrender of Fort Necessity. 

I wan able Ion#? afterwards to wo the ac¬ 
count of thin capitulation at Fort Neces¬ 
sity an it wan given by the French com¬ 
mander, M. do Viltiers. It wan quite false, 
but lie could not have known all the facts 
as to Do .Jtunonvillo’s conduct nor how the 
Dutchman Van Branm as l believe, with¬ 
out intention misled me. That he was not 
brilied to do so is shown by the fact that, 
living held as a hostage, he was long kept in 
jail in Queliee. 

It is to 1 h* remarked as worthy of note 
that only a month ago l should have heard 
news of this old soldier of fortune. A let¬ 
ter came to me at Mount Vernon in which 
Van Hriuun related his wanderings and how 
at last lie had settled down in France, as it 
would seem, in n pros{ierouH way. Ho was 
very flattering to his old pupil, and, for my 
part, I wish him good luck and a bettor 
knowledge of the French tongue than ho 
had when we starved together at the Great 
Meadows. 

1 am also reminded as I write that Lieu¬ 
tenant (’olonel Wynne asked leave during 
the siege of Yorktown to present to me a 
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young French nohleninn, nn officer of the 
regiment Auvergne, whom' mum' now «>« 
oajH's nu*. Thin gentleman’* father had 
nerved in Fnnadn under Mnr«pii* Montcalm, 
and ht'fort' that on tin* frontier. Tin* non 
vernation f«*ll upon my early nervine on tin* 
Ohio. To tny great natouinh incut, the 
young gentleman tohl tm* that in 17f»‘.t a 
French writer, called, if I rememlier, 
Thomn«, puhl'ndied a long piece in verm* 
alwnit thin unfortunate lh* .?unionvilio in 
America, and how hi* murder w»w avenged. 
I never HUppomnl any mn> would writi* 
poetry concerning mo, nor do I ladieve it 
will over hupjxm again. 
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emm •mm JL jacW: 

I I' 1 INI) my diaries insufficient as to the 
events which preceded the battle on the 
Monongnhela, whore, in Braddoek ’a rout, 
1 lout almoat all my papera, with my plans 
and mapH, chiefly copies of those T had 
ffiven the general. Thin 1 now regret more 
than I did at tin* time when my memory 
served me better. Finding, as I have 
noted Ik* fore, that to write of events recalls 
particulars, I shall endeavour thus to re¬ 
vive my jH'rsonal remembrances, but not 
to record at length the entire history of the 
defeat of (leneral Braddoek. 

I do not suppose that any land was ever 
worse governed thnn Virginia was under 
Dinwiddie, and 11 s to military affairs worst 
of nil, but not worse than other colonies. 
The governors were ignorant of warfare 
and exjHH'ted too much from the half- 
trained militia and their careless officers. 
These conditions may have seemed to jus- 
m 
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tify the King's order that all officers holding 
militia appointments should he outranked 
hy all royal commissions, and even by the 
King’a officers on half pay. Thin was lutd 
enough, hut thorn won* also Indejamdeut 
companies raised in tlmo of nood; ami thoir 
officers, lK'ing <lirootly commissioned hy tho 
governors acting for tho King, haunted on 
thoir right to outrank gontlomon of the initi 
tin, and led the men in their commands to 
disobey such officers and to consider them 
selves of a class sujteriour to the militia. I 
had already had ho sail an experience of the 
difficulties which arose out of these eondi 
tions that I was unwilling to submit to (Jov 
ernor Dinwiddle's plan of making all the 
militia lndejs*ndent eontpanies ami with 
only captains in command. The object to 
bo attained by this awkward expedient was 
to put a stop to the constant disputes as to 
precedency and command. As this would 
reduce me from colonel to captain, I made 
it dear to the governor that it was not, in 
my opinion, n step to 1 m* advised, hut I 
would consider of it, which, indml, took me 
no long time. 

In Ndvemlmr I resigned my commission, 
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drill, whore my regiment then luy. I asked 
the officers to moot mo mul explained tho 
<•111180 of my being forood to resign. I was 
surprised to find that my msolution, which 
all admitt<“d to lie roaHonahlo, mot with tho 
moat, flattering opposition. Indeed, I re¬ 
ceived hooii after a letter from thcHO gentle¬ 
men in which, with much more, they said: 

Wo, your obedient and afTeetionato ofTle.erH, 
beg leave to exprens our great concern at tho 
markeil disagreeable news we have received of 
your determination to resign the command of 
the corps. Your steady adherence to impartial 
juatice, your ipiiek discernment and invariable 
regard to merit, enlivoneii otir natural emula¬ 
tion to excel. 


Ah thin letter lien Imforo mo and I think 
of tho emotion it emined mo, I still like to 
romoiulter that at tho close they spoke of 
me ns “one who taught them to despise 
danger and to think lightly of toil and hard¬ 
ships while led hy n man they know and 
loved.” 

I have lsN»n spoken of as wanting in sensi¬ 
bility. If it had been said I lacked means 
to show wlmt I feel, that were to put the 
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matter more correctly, Fven now the rccol 
lection of the praise thus given moves me 
deeply, and recalls the memory of my fare 
well to those who served with me in the 
War of Indejamdency. I was hut twenty 
three when 1 left the colonial service, 

T did so with much reluetnmx*, for my 
desire was not to leave the military line, as 
my inclinations were still strongly hent to 
arms, and of this I assured Colonel Fit/, 
hugh very plainly when lie would have had 
me submit to ret uni to sendee in the in 
foriour grade of captain. I preferred my 
farm to submitting to this degradation. 

Among the minor matters which, by de¬ 
gree*, discontented even the most loyal of 
the upper class of Virginia gentlemen, 
none was more ill borne than the imperti 
nence and insults to which this order of the 
King gave rise. 

Having thus, with much regret, resigned 
my commission, 1 retired to private life at 
Mount Vernon and to the care of my neg¬ 
lected plantations. 

Ah we had left two hostages. Van Britain 
and Slobo, in the hands of the French after 
my defeat at the Meadows, 1 was anxious 
that La Force and the French officers we 
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hold should lx* treated with decency and ex¬ 
changed for my two captains. 

In spite of my earnest remonstrances, 
Pronillon and two cadets were alone of¬ 
fered for exchange, and La Force held in 
prison, which, of course, the French re¬ 
fused to consider. My wishes were disre¬ 
garded in this matter in which I considered 
my honour was involved, and I was treated 
with the indifference the governor so often 
showed to the advice of colonial gentlemen 
of consideration. I was deeply mortified, 
and 1 41 Force was at least two years in 
jail, nor do 1 know what lieeame of him. 
In retaliation, Van Branm and Htobo were 
long detained in prison by the French at 
Quebec, but finally got away, I do not know 
how. Captain Stobo, a Hootch man, I be¬ 
lieve, was a solx*r, brave, and sensible man. 
That he was ingenious and little subject to 
fear npjx'nrs from the fact that, while im- 
priaonwl at Fort Puquesne, he contrived a 
plan of the fort, mid also to send it to the 
governor by an Indian. Had he been de¬ 
tected it must have cost his life. 

After the fall of Quebec in 1759, X was in¬ 
formed by an ofihvr that Captain Rtobo 
made his escape before that event, and had 
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been able to join bin Majesty's troops, and 
finally had guided General Wolfe on the 
path by which he succeeded to occupy the 
Plains of Abrahwn. I do not know what 
truth there was in the story. 

While time ran on and 1 was busy with 
the innocent pursuits of agriculture, Kng 
land and France were preparing for serious 
warfare, and ns 1 heard of the effort* to Is* 
made to recover the Ohio and the forts at 
the North, 1 l«»came troubled that I was 
to have no share in the business. Sir John 
St. Clair had route out in this year (17.V >) 
as deputy quartermaster general, and was 
at once much disgusted at colonial itiefft 
eiency, and expressed himself with such 
freedom as gave great offence. Five weeks 
later, In February, I believe, (letteral Brad 
dock reached Williamsburg, where I then 
chanced to lie on business concerning the 
purchase of bills on London. On this oeen 
sion I once more np] tattled to the nuthori 
ties concerning Ktolto nmi Van Brnnm; hut 
although T sftent some time in efforts to 
persuade Governor Dinwiddle that to Lu¬ 
ther hold La Force was to prevent the 
release of two brave and innocent men, 
he persistently refused. Upon this I went 
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away, declining to discuss other matters on 
which ho would have had tny opinion. 

While at Williamsburg, Colonel Peyton 
invited me to visit Sir .John St. Clair, to 
whom 1 was able to express my regret that 
the conditions of the King’s late order as 
to rank must deprive me and other colonial 
gentlemen of the pleasure of serving. Sir 
John said that he was surprised to en¬ 
counter so much sensitiveness among us. 
To this I made no reply, hut Colonel Byrd, 
who was present, said if Sir John would in 
his mind reverse our positions he would find 
the matter to explain itself. Sir John said 
that he could not imagine himself a pro¬ 
vincial captain of border farm-hands. 

Upon this Colonel Byrd rose and said 
there was also something which he could 
not imagine Sir John to be. Seeing a quar¬ 
rel close at hand, a thing very undesirable 
when already we were on edge owing to 
the affectation of auj>eriority on the part 
of some of Sir John’s aides, I was fortu¬ 
nate enough to say that Colonel Byrd no 
doubt misunderstood Sir John, and that I 
never had l>eeu able to put myself in an¬ 
other man’s plaee. Sir John, who had 
spoken hastily, was also of no mind to pro- 
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voko a gont Ionian of (’olonol Byrd’a inftu- 
oneo, and Haiti at mire that ho had no 
intention to ofTond, ami thua tho mnttor 
ended. 

It was, howovor, tit ih kind of thing whioh 
made ho much had hlootl in tho eoloniea 
ttnd waa ho deeply resented hy mon of alt 
olnawtH, 

In tho aftornoon l mot Colonel Byrd, 
who aaid I had apoiled n good <juarrol ami 
that ho eonaidered it would ho netvaanry 
to teach Homo of tho oftu-era a leaaon in 
matmorH. I aaid 1 hoj*od that at this oriaia 
it might ho avoided. I had quite forgot 
this inoidont, and am agrooahly aurpriaed, 
now that my momory ia failing, at wov 
oring hy nttontion ao many tliinga which 
seemed loat. 

On tho following morning Sir John onllod 
upon mo and nakod would l ditto with him 
that day, to moot (tenoral Bradtlook, whom, 
on his arrival, I ftiui woloomod in 11 lottor 
expressing my rogrot at being out of tho 
service. 

T wan glad to moot tho now commander, 
and at Sir .fohn’a request named several 
gontlomon who ahould havo tho aamo lion 
our, and who might ho of groat ttao in tho 
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campaign. On this occasion there was less 
lieavy drinking tlum usual, and I was very 
agreeably entertained and much questioned 
as to the bonier. I promised to send 
my maps to the general, who, upon my 
taking leave, ho|s*d some way might be 
found to seen re my sendees in the com¬ 
ing campaign. 

Indeed, I was more eager than the gen¬ 
eral, and, as occasion served, I was still 
more ojk*u with some of the younger mem- 
Iters of (lencral Braddock’s family concern¬ 
ing my continued desire to follow the mili¬ 
tary line. 

1 rode homeward a day or two later, 
taking Fredericksburg on the way, that I 
might see my mother. I found her in the 
garden of her house, engaged in putting 
wane plants in the ground. 

She said she was pleased to see me, but 
did hardly look tip from her work and went 
on talking of the family. T was of no mind 
to stop her, and, indeed, it was always best 
to let her have her say; nor did T now in¬ 
terrupt her, whielt out of respect I never 
inclined to do. 

My sister Betty I/ewis, having more de¬ 
sire to talk than I ever hud, eould never 
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hear my mother out, and thin I did not ap¬ 
prove, nor did it do any good. 

While 1 wan listening emne a servant 
with a letter inclosed in a rover with a 
flying mud of Captain Orme’s anna. The 
letter within earned the royal arms and 
“ On his Majesty’s service with speed," 
wrote large. It apjmared that when l had 
gone, the genernl’s aide, Captain Orrne, re 
quested Colonel 1’ey ton to forward to me 
this communication, and accordingly he had 
sent it after me as desired. I excused my¬ 
self and read it with pleasure. 

My mother, being curious ns to small 
things, and as to large ones too often in 
different, asked me what it was, ami was 
eager to know why it ho re the King's arms. 
I saw no better way than to let her rend it. 

Bhe gave it hack to me, saying, " ! sup 
pose my opinions about this business of 
war are never to ls» regarded," and more be¬ 
sides than 1 desire to recall. 1 replied that 
there was only one answer a man of hon¬ 
our and a loyal subject of the King could 
make, and that l should at once accept if 
time were given me to set in order my af 
fairs; and so, with this, after much advice 
on her part that my duty lay at home and 
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on my plantation, 1 got away, avoiding to 
Bay moro, my mind being fully made up. 
1 find the letter now among my papers, and 
reading it in my old age, renew the memory 
of the «atinfaction it gave me when young. 

Williamsburg, March 2 , 1755 . 

Hat : The (leneral, having been informed by 
friends that you expressed mane den ire to make 
the enmpaign, hut that you declined it upon 
Home diHrtgreenhlenesH that you thought might 
arise from the regulations of command, has or¬ 
dered me to acquaint you that he will he very 
glad of your company in hi« family, by which 
all inconveniences of that kind will be obvi¬ 
ated. 

I shall think myself very happy to form an 
acquaintance with n person so universally 
esteemed, and shall use every opportunity of 
assuring you how much 1 am 

Your obedient servant, 

liohvrt Orme, 

Aide-de-camp. 

I have no doubt that Colonel Peyton was 
the gentleman who, knowing my wishes, 
had suggested my appointment. 1 was con¬ 
sidered by Home to lmve lieen imprudent at 
Fort NeeeHHitv, and the governor, because 
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of the freedom of speech I used with him 
in the matter of Stobo and La Force, had 
for me no great regard, and was very un¬ 
likely to have favoured me with the general. 

Before leaving Williamsburg, Mr. C-, 

a cousin of Colonel Peyton, visited me and 
said he had been well advised to seek my 
friendship in a letter from the colonel, 
which he thought might please me and 
which I was free to read. As to my ap¬ 
pearance, wit, and judgment, the letter 
spoke in the most agreeable language, and 
added that I was destined to make no 
inconsiderable figure in our country. I 
confess to having felt, as I read it, both 
pleasure and doubt. 



YW 

I II AI) thus engaged as a volunteer, much 
against the winl»eH of my mother, who, 
iiH hIh* said, saw no good in war and en¬ 
treated me not again to ex pone myself to 
peril in the wilderness. If the French had 
lx‘on of her opinion as to war, 1 might have 
staved at homo. We had an unpleasant 
meeting, or rather parting, for she did little 
else hut lament; hut wlmt was there I could 
dof I loft her in tears. 

I have no intention to record here the 
full history of this expedition, but rather to 
revive for my own interest what T, person¬ 
ally, saw, and what is nowhere else fully 
set down. 

My appointment gave satisfaction to 
many friends, who felt more deeply than I 
myself that in the matter of commissions 
and as to the Villiers affair - for that was 
soon noised about I had been ill treated 
by the governor. The favourable senti- 
207 
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manta thus expressed could not, under the 
circumstances, Ik* other tlmn pleasing to a 
mind which had always walked a straight 
lino ami endeavoured, ax far ax human 
frankness and strong passions vvouhl alh»w, 
to discharge the relative duties to hix Maker 
and to Ilia follow countrymen without by 
indirect means seeking popularity. 

Ax I pause hen* liefore snaking the effort 
to recall stuns* of the incidents of the dis¬ 
astrous events in which l wax to have a 
share, I rememlser with pleasure the friends 
who felt that my honourable invitation from 
a veteran general was a thud answer to the 
censures of the King’s governor. 

Nor, in looking hack over the greater 
war and my life in office, have I hud reason 
to complain of want of nffeetiou from those 
whore esteem l desired to retain. Many 
times in my life 1 have, however, hast just 
eause to complain of things said of me by 
those who possessed my regard, hut 1 have 
in all such eases felt it letter not to sacri¬ 
fice a friendship on account of ill temjter 
or the indiscretion of the hour, and am 
made happy in the Itelief that I have thus 
Iteon able to keep what I would not willingly 
have lost. Where men have been needed in 
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tho service or in office, I have been still more 
desirous of forgiving words or actions 
which affected me alone, but which did not 
in the end destroy their usefulness. Nor 
have 1 myself been without need to be thus 
considered, for at times I am by nature ir¬ 
ritable and short of temper. Lawrence 
once said to me that he found it more easy 
to forgive his enemies than his friends; but 
this 1 did not clearly see, and, after all, if a 
man is resolved to keep himself from think¬ 
ing of what is said against him, the mem¬ 
ory of it soon becomes dulled and there is 
less need of forgiveness. 

Among the many evidences of esteem I 
had before tho Braddoek affair was a letter 
from Captain Poyronney, now recovered 
of his wound, but to die bravely on the 
Monongahela. He must have heard that 
1 had been ill spoken of by Major Muse and 
perhaps by others. He wrote very odd 
Hnglish, but I could hardly find fault with 
his meaning. 

But: I Shan’t make Bold to Describe the pro¬ 
ceedings of the House [of Burgesses], which no 
doute you have had already Borne hint of. I 
only will make use of these three expressions: 
u 
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furtim venrrunt; invane Hah runt t am! prriur* 
batv IMirrmt, 

But all that ta tiMtlrfr of ttidtffrmirr to thr 

wirginia Itrgimrnt (’olio. Waahtugtou will at ill 
Remain fitt the head of it, iiii* l I apeet with more 
r«plrndor than ever; for (m I Impel imtwith- 
fttanding wo will Ho mi the llrilkti atahiohuient, 
wr shall hi* nugmentrd to Hit timimlml fiiitl by 
those itteittia entitle you t«i the Name not only of 
protcator of ytmr Clttilry lint to that of tin* 
flower of the* wirginifuift, Hy flu 1 jwwiti you 11 
have in your hands to prove it Mu, 

Minty rinjitimi In me uhoiit Muttra Braverieti; 
poor Hotly I It 11 pity him hit hit hr had thr wrak 
m*H« to (1mfra his eonrdira him #r!f, mi«| the im 
pndener to tun* all lft«* rente of thr ofleter* with 
mid ejcrrplion of thr tut me iftiprrfret ton, for hr 
Haiti to many of (hr (1 maul nr* and Hurgntra that 
hr wan Had Hut tit* thr rrate wan iw Had an hr: 

To apeak framdy had 1 hmt in town at flint 
timr l run hit help 11 tit make oar of my home It 
whrnp for to vindieate thr injury of flint villtiitt, 
hr Contrived Ida in that several aak 

mi* if it wan trur that hr had challeng'd you to 
fight ; my atiawer was no othrr Hut that hr should 
ruthrr chum* to go to hrtl thatid lining of it, fur 
had hr had mmh tiling declar'd ; that was hta 
Sure Road— 

I havr iiiiitlr my particular lltitiftem to tray if 
any had mtm Bid intention against you here 
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Below: But thank God I meet allowais with a 
goad wish for you from evry mouth each one 
entertining such Caracter of you as I have the 
honnour to do my Self who am the Most humble 
And Obediant of your Servants 

Le Chevalier de Peyronney. 

I had much cause to feel grateful for 
such friends, and I may hero add that, as 
concerns Van Braam, I had his censure re¬ 
versed when I myself became a member of 
the House of Burgesses. 

As soon as possible after bringing my 
affairs into order, I set out, determined to 
lose no chance to perfect my military educa¬ 
tion. 

At Frederiektown T met the general, and 
on May 10 was announced in general orders 
as aide, with brevet rank of captain. I 
rode thence in advance to Winchester, 
where T had need to send a servant to bor¬ 
row fresh horses from my friend Lord Fair¬ 
fax, who himself came later from Greenway 
Court to meet me and rode with me about 
one hundred miles to Wills Creek, near to 
which was Fort Cumberland, so named for 
the captain-general. 

On the last day of our ride, as we rode on 
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over, f do believe, tin* most abominable 
roads in tin* world, l described to his lord 
ship the* array of well drilled men, sailors, 
artillery, ote., I had s**en at Alexandria, 
landed from Admiral Kepjsd’s lleet, and 
said, if l rememlatr, that it was a great ad 
vantage* to serve under a gentleman of den- 
oral Braddoek’s abilities and exjieriencc, 
and that as t<* any danger from the* enemy, I 
considered it ns trifling, for 1 Isdieved the 
French would la* oblige*! to exert their ut 
most strength to rejs>l the attaeks about to 
bo made on their forts at Niagara and 
Crown Point, 
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AS I talked, Lord Fairfax, who had seen 
X3L greater armies, heard me in silence, 
and indeed, when 1 ceased, remained for a 
time without making any comment. Then 
he reined up his horse, and, handing me 
two letters, said: “I have kept these for 
your private reading, George; I have them 
through the kindness of one of Admiral 
Keppel’s officers.” T road them as we rode 
on, well in the rear, to avoid the annoyance 
caused by the marching of the Forty-eighth 
Foot, which heat up a great dust. He said: 
“Hoad them again at your leisure.” I did 
as was desired, and, as they happened to be 
left in my buckskin-coat pocket and forgot, 
they were the only papers I chanced to save 
in the battle. They are now before me, and 
T read them anew with interest. Not for 
many years have T seen them. 

My dkar Lord : I take this occasion to write 
you. London is very gay, and the clubs and 
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tliinr wit* itmiwifig m«*rry ovrr tbo ttppfttiitjftmf 

of Edward Brnddook to oommnnd flu* foroo non! 
out to protect you from ttu* liuliiiiin, ( ii. H - — -y 

wait hvtv for diunor yoatorday, l to wttd tlonoml 
B, win a atrwigor both to four find oommoti nmm\ 
and that h m Imat lltn«« to fight Iiidtttiw win that 
hr wit« provitlontiitlly bidd. Lord (\ H« any* ho 
itw Anno Itollmny, tho not roan* whom tlio Hon- 
oral vmitod wltrtt on tin* point of iojtving London, 
8ho »ifl Mr. llntdthrk win mrlnnoholy, ami do- 
edit rod ho wan arnt with n handful of mm to 
ccmtjuor nation* and to out lit# way through ini 
unknown wtldortitm 

Ho ftidds U \\V nro amt Itko aim ri diva to tho 
altar* f ’ That ancient rum! any I, Ho told hor 
ahe would never at 1 ** him again. 

I wiftli yon Itiok of your m*w < tenoral. Ho in 
touchy, piiiirfilioiw, of a at iff mind, an«l hn* had 
forty yearn in tho Uunnk I do not flunk ho wa* 
eager to leave A mm Bellamy and the oltiha, for 
tho man ii a favourite; hut he ha* litlt# # money, 
and it will lm at Joint agrccahli' tn upend the 
king *a gnintm 

If you wort* it woman I ahonhl toll you tho now 
fnahiomt, Tito beaux mm carry thsdr watrltet 
in their muff*, and tho women nro taking, inoro 
anti more* to what Charle* S* * y calk undmttt 
uniform* an that anon Madame Kve mitt lie tho 
fashionable maker of go win ! hut l mint not 
nouriah yotir provSneial Umhrn, I#ord It, folia 
m« that your Oenernl is it and brute, for when 
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Ills sister—a pretty thing she was—spent all her 
money at cards and hanged herself, the man 
said: “Poor Fanny, I always thought she would 
play till she would be forced to tuck herself up.” 
Horace Walpole says, when she meant to die, 
she wrote with a diamond on the window-pane 
this out of Garth’s “Dispensary”: 

“ To die ir» landing on tome silent shore, 

Where billows never break nor tempests roar.” 

But why should the woman die when she had 
a diamond left to gamble with? 

However, the Duke of Cumberland is his pa¬ 
tron, and that is enough. F-x lost the other 

night at White’s, they say, £1000 and— 

I looked up and said: ‘ ‘ The rest does not 
seem to he of interest or to say more of the 
general.” 

‘ ‘ No, hut always look at the postscript of 
a lady’s letter. There is more about your 
general.” 

Tt was true, for I road: 

P.8. T meant not to tell you of Braddock’s 
affair with Colonel Gnmley, who was his friend, 
hut I may as well, even if you think it incred¬ 
ible. A letter is a fine way to talk, because you 
can never see the blush you may cause, and may 
fib without being vexed by contradiction until 
no long after that you have forgotten all about 
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it. But whiit ii pother I urn making about my 
harmless gossip! 

When Briuldoek quarrelled over enrds with 
hia friend, «ud swords were drawn. Uumley 
(you know, laird I’ulteney married his sister t 
cried out: “Brnddoek, you lire n penniless dog. 
If you kill me you have no money, und you will 
have to run away/' Ho with that In* town'd him 
his purse. Brnddoek wan in mteh a rage that 
(hrniley eaaily disarmed him, hut he would not 
ask his life. 

A« we rode on I said it seemed to me to 
show that our general was foolishly obsti¬ 
nate, and that l liked the other man lietter, 
but neither very mueh. 

Hts lordship said: 44 Yes, yes; it is a wild 
and a silly life. The woman is heartless, 
but what she says may serve to put you on 
your guard. These pimple think Loudon 
the only part of the world worth n thought. 
The other letter is of mure moment. It is 
from Colonel Conway. I have inked over 
these names; they do not matter. He is of 
another clay.” 

My brar Ismn: My nephew. Mr. Henry 
Wilton, parries this letter to yon, and any kind 
attention you may feel disposed to pay him will 
oblige me. 
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I think the choice of Braddoek unfortunate, 
lie is a brave, or rather a reckless, man, over¬ 
confident, arrogant, and sure to despise his en¬ 
emy, and goes out, as I am assured, with a bad 
opinion of the Colonials. Horace. Walpole, who 
knows, as we all do, the mad life Braddoek has 
led in London, says: “He is a very Iroquois in 
disposition, and so, I suppose, fit to fight his 
kind.” Horace is making himself merry over 
the appointment, and the Colonial helping he is 
to have. But it is the fashion here to laugh at 
Colonials, and not for the world would Horace 
be out of the fashion. I wish the General may 
have good fortune, hut I fear the matching of 
drill and pipe-clay against the wiles of the 
woods; as sensible would it he to set a fencing- 
master with a rapier to fight a tiger in a jungle. 
When I consider how vast is this increasing num¬ 
ber of English in a country where must be great 
prospects and a line sense of independency, I 
wonder how little they are regarded here. But 
it is our way to despise other nations, and even 
our own blood if it has had enterprise to cross 
the seas. Come hack and help us to learn better. 

Always your Lordship’s 

Ob’cB humte servt. 

Henry Conway . 


His lordship looked at me as I put away 
the letters. 1 said: 4 4 That seems to me good 
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aontw; but aland tho gonoral, I cmiimt cmlit 
it.” 

“You will judgo for yournolf," ho anid, 
“if thin lx? tho man to «*nd into tho wildor* 
iu‘H8. Keop tho lottorx, but do not lotto 
thorn; you may roturn thorn lator.” VVhioh 
I Hhould hnvo dono, only that tho rout on 
tho Monongahola put it out of my mind. 



XXXII 

I T was about noon when, as I have said, 
boing in the rear of the Forty-eighth 
Foot, we heard a noise l>ehind us. Wo drew 
up at the side within the wood to see what 
was coining. 

Amid a great dust came General Brad- 
dock, in a fine red chariot bought of Gov¬ 
ernor Kharpe, with an escort of light horse, 
all in great haste, and bumping over the 
worst road possible. Presently they flew 
by the troops, who saluted, the drums beat¬ 
ing the Grenadier’s March, a tune I was to 
hear again. 

“Iff were the general,” I said, “I should 
have preferred a horse to a coach.” 

“Not if you were he,” said his lordship. 
“But the man is not a fool,” I ventured 
to say. “Tie seemed to me not to want for 
intelligence.” 

“An intelligent fool, George, is the worst 
fool. His intelligence feeds his folly.” 
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Thin, likt* luurh el*e that hi* l**r<Intii|# said 
to me, wan not ho plain an it won hi ho now, 
and, aeeordingly, l made no reply. 

Aftor being ailent for a tiino, hi* lordxhip 
wont on to any that l xhnuld do wo!! to talk 
little, and <iuiotly to ohxerve things for my 
wlf; that ho himself know Cenernl Brad 
dock to ho a HjH*ndthrift, obstinate an a pig, 
and very wlf confident; and, finally, that l 
know what a lot of drilled regular* would 
be worth in the wood*. He feared ii!ho that 
the oflieer* wore quite unfit for the nervin'. 

Ah it wan the way of hi* lordxhip to mock 
at moat tiling*, it did not nfleet me an much 
uh what l *nw and heard later, for, unfor 
tmiatoly, ho wan not alone in hi* opinion 
concerning the general. 

By and hv, the general having prewded 
uh by an hour, we heard the salute of *<«v 
enteen gun*, fired a* he entered the ramp. 

We came in night of the tent* about Will* 
Creek early in the afternoon, and were 
walking our horses, very tired, man ami 
beaat, when a gentleman enme toward* n*. 
Ho wan mounted on a rather uneaxv animal, 
and T saw, a* he met u* and we howeel, that 
bin girth was loo*e and he in danger of a 
fall. I diamounted and, with an ajadogy, 
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set it right.. He thanked me and got off 
his horse, saying, as was plain to see, that 
he was no horseman and would walk, pre¬ 
ferring two certain legs to four uncertain 
ones. On this his lordship also dismounted, 
and, our servants taking the horses, we 
walked on together. But first his lordship 
said: “I am Lord Fairfax, and this is 
my friend, Oolonel George Washington. 
May we have the honour to know your 
name!” 

He replied, “I am Benjamin Franklin,” 
and asked if this were Oolonel Washington 
who had been in command in the Jumon- 
ville affair. I said I had had that good 
fortune, and after this he turned to his lord¬ 
ship, and, they conversing, T was able to ob¬ 
serve the looks and ways of Mr. Franklin, 
who was now the Postmaster-General and 
known throughout, the colonies as a learned 
man, and in affairs very competent. T was 
to be deeply engaged with him in the future. 

He was at this time a vigorous man of 
forty-nine years, with a great head and a 
kindly look, clad very simply in a gray suit 
When ho Iwgan to talk T envied him the 
case and exactness with which he expressed 
himself, and the prudence he showed in 
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speech, of which quality his lordship had 
little. 

When at last the Postmaster-General 
learned that I was to serve as a volunteer 
aide, he smiled and remarked that that was 
to manufacture glory for others and not 
even to get pay. To this I replied that I con¬ 
sidered my ends were clear enough to me, 
for that I was, as it were, an apprentice, 
and was bent to acquire experience in war 
under one who knew the business. He said 
he hoped I should not be disappointed, and 
at this I saw his lordship smile; and so no 
more of moment passed between us, for we 
met Captain Orme and Sir John St. Clair, 
and were soon in the camp. 

Here was our most western fort. It lay 
very well, what there was of it finished, 
just where Wills Creek falls into the Po¬ 
tomac. 

I went, with Captain Orme guiding me, 
to headquarters at the fort to report, pass¬ 
ing a few Indians and squads of ill-clad Vir¬ 
ginians whom an officer, one Ensign Allen, 
was cursing and trying to drill into reg¬ 
ulars. 

Everybody was out of temper for one 
reason or another. Sir John could get 
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neither waggons nor flour, and the Indian 
squaws were making mischief because of the 
unchecked license of the younger officers. 

I Taving reported, I was received very 
agreeably by the general and his aides, and 
ho would have me to dine with him that 
day. At four in the afternoon—for the 
general kept very fashionable hours—we 
sat down in a great room in the fort, and 
as he told us his cooks could make a good 
ragout out of old boots, we were served 
with a great variety of dishes, and in fine 
state. 

The general had Lord Fairfax on his 
right and Mr. Franklin on his left, and I 
was fortunate to find myself beside a very 
courteous gentleman just come to the fort, 
Mr. Richard Peters, secretary of Governor 
Morris of Pennsylvania. I engaged this 
gentleman in talk concerning the propri¬ 
etary government and the Quakers, and 
their unwillingness to be taxed for defence, 
until, the wine being freely used and then 
punch more than enough, men’s tongues 
were loosed. Then) were toasts to the King 
and the governor, and at last I heard the 
general’s voice raised. 

He said: “Your health, Mr. Peters, and 
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whoa do you sot out to out tluit road for my 
troops! Vou aro long about it.*’ Mr. 
Potors said quiotlv: *' Whoa, sir, I got 
guards against tin* Indians for tin* wood 
outturn; until thon it will not In* possihlo.” 

Tla* gonoral dam nod Ponnsylvnnia and 
tht* Quakors, and said: "'Hint oniony must 
find guards for thoir own wood unitors, and 
tut to tho Indians, his Majosty *s rogulnrs 
laugh at tho ith*n of dttngor from thorn,” 
Upon whioh, sovornl oflburs, not vary hoIht, 
oriod out, ** Hoar, hour!” 

Mr. IVtors, who had takon vory litth* 
wino, ropliotl that thoy won* not to Is* do 
spisod, moaning tla* savagos, hut that ovory 
stop of tin* maroh would Is* at risk of ambus 
undos. 

Thun, to my amaxomout, <h*n« , ral I trad 
tlook uriod out that la* dospisod such uotut 
sols and that tin* ooloniida won* liko old 
woman. 

On thin Mr, Uotors roao, and ono or two 
othor goutlomon, and I saw Mr. Franklin 
glanuu at him. As ho hositatod, t said so 
that ho alma* oould hoar: " Pardon mo, Mr. 
Potors, tho man is drunk, and you nro on 
tiruly right.” Thun l saw that his lord 
ship spoko quickly to tla* gonornl, who urii*d 
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y apologies, Mr. Peters, and a 
you. We have had too many 
xnsellors. You shall have your 
as indeed he did, hut not until 
id been very urgent, and also Mr. 

Mr. Peters, very grave, bowed 
>wn. When shortly his lordship 
, I made my own excuses and fol- 

; day I happened to he in his lord- 
rters and Mr. Franklin present, 
sral Braddock called to pay his 
► Lord Fairfax. We rose to go 
3 lordship detained us. The gen¬ 
ii high spirits. He said to Mr. 
‘ ‘ Only let the colonies keep their 
id all will he well.” 
s I was unprepared for the con- 
h which he assured Mr. Franklin 
ould take Duquesne and go on 
and Frontenac, and that the fort 
n affair of a day or two. 
r, ” said Mr. Franklin, “you must 
nigh a narrow road in pathless, 
sts, and your line will be some 
i long. You will, I hope, take 
but you will be, I fear, in eon- 
;er of being cut in two, for the 


y'Jfl TUB Yorrn OB WAHJIINDToN 

Fretieh him! Indian# are dextomu# in mn- 
bu#eade#, and to w*mi huek relief ijuiekly, 
if attueked, will 1h* nigh to impoH#ihh» with 
wood# nil nlnnit you. Ah to tin* waggon# 
we talked of, I will got von nil tin* waggon# 
you wnnt out of l‘enn#ylvunia, and *hnl) net 
out for latnemder nt niw," 

The general thanked him, hut #aid hi* 
mu#t remind Mr. Franklin tlmt hi* talked 
an a rivilinn, mul that, although them* #av 
ng(*H might l«* formidnhle to raw American 
militia, they would make no imprc##iou on 
diHeiplincd troop#, mul tnui'h mori* to Hki* 
effect. 

Mr. Franklin replied quietly : “ ! mu eon 
wimw, air, of tin* impropriety of arguing 
aui’h matter# with a military man, hut l 
alum Id like to a#k (’olonel Washington hi# 
opinion. He ha# had #ome experience in 
the irregular warfare of our wood#.” 

Hi# lord#hip, de*iron#, a# I learned later, 
that I #hould not eontradiet my KU|w*riour, 
wild: “ I la*g to an#wer for Mr, Wa#hingtnn 
that 1 am aura (Jenerid Hraddoek will, a# 
time nerve#, eon#ult such eolouial officer# a# 
have t«*en nerviix* on the frontier.” 

After other talk tin* general rose, and 
wiid he should lie mire to take hi# lord#hip'# 
advice. 
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W III'IN alone with us the Postmaster- 
General talked with even greater 
seriousness, saying that in Philadelphia, so 
seen re were they of the success of the cam¬ 
paign, that a gentleman, a Dr. Bond I think 
it was, proposed to raise money for an illu¬ 
mination to l>e ready when the news of vic¬ 
tory came. Mr. Franklin told us that he had 
begged him to take warning from a verse 
in tin* Old Testament as to before battle and 
after, and this much pleased his lordship, 
who laughed and said, “Well put, sir”; 
hut. when 1 asked what the verse was, they 
both laughed and hade me read my Bible, 
and, indeed, T am none the wiser up to this 
day. 

It was not alone the general who was dis¬ 
contented. On arriving at Wills Creek I 
found this letter from George Croghan, one 
of the most important traders on the fron¬ 
tier, and with a commission from Penn- 
227 
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sylvanm to make roads and secure wag 
luui Indian allies, 

1)KAK CouiNM.: If tl»«* r««t «><• Iik»* Sir 
Ht. Clair, I shall h* glad to be »hut of fh«* 
turn Hi* swore nt us f«r delay nod said 
soldier should handle an #*e, hut ttv !ir« 
Hvvortl tu* would fom* the inhabitant* to »i 
work; wi* should it** tmti«*«l m traitor*. ntti 
wlii'n tin* tieneod came in* would give u* t«* 
worth for mu* Unit in* had given " You 
know wi*ll hmv hnril it i» !«> stir ujt mil* h 
folks «ml what n 1«*»U t» K*« t fr«>iii farmer* 
spring their waggon* ntni horn-*, \V»* nr** 
our host. i have mint red Captain .lack tt 
hnril to beat. 

Tht*r<* whs more of it, and enough t 
ford serious thought. 

During ottr stay I heard nothing hut 
plaints of mtr want of efHeiettry, mi 
one seemed to see that it was silly to e 
to And everything nt hund in n Int 
new ns ours, Captain t trine nn«l H 
Allen eoni|ilnined on one occasion ti 
Mercer and me that ottr men were Ian 
spiritless, and unsoldier like. Dr. M< 
who was a hot headed Keotehtnnu, sn 
had mxm undtsetpltned llighlmulers j 
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rent regulars at Prestonpans and Falkirk, 
and that in the woods our men would beat 
.the best grenadiers in the King’s army. 
Orme grew angry and said Mercer was a 
damned rebel; but I succeeded in quieting 
them, although I insisted that Captain Orme 
would in time change his opinion, as indeed 
happened. Mercer was in a constant rage 
and told me over and over that the officers 
were insolent and that the general was ill 
with the disease (tailed damned foolishness. 
T thought him imprudent and begged him 
to l>e careful; but as he had served in ’45 
with the Pretender, and come over here 
after his flight, he was, on that account, in 
bad odour with the regular officers, and, I 
feared, also with the general, who had been 
with the Duke of Oumlxtrland upon the final 
bloody defeat of the rebels at Cullodcn. Dr. 
Mercer had just cause to complain, but I. 
thought him unwise to talk so freely. He 
was, nevertheless, a gallant gentleman, and 
died a general, falling gloriously at Prince¬ 
ton when rallying his men. 

I saw Mr. Franklin again but once before 
he went away. He was clearly not a man al¬ 
together to the liking of Lord Fairfax, but 
why, I never came to know. He seemed to 
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mo lit ttmt tiim* n coitwit'ittimm nmt intolli 
gout |n*m>n, vory nhlo I** got along with nit 
mannor of j*onj*to. f imixt admit that ho 
oonduotod mutton* of gra\ it* m if thoy 
nuitmod hint and wort* t«*»t noriotm, ii mothoti 
whioh novor idtogothor j*h*u*«*d no*. Whon 
I jtmtiftod tho gonorwl ‘m gi Miming ov* r hi« 
many difflonltio* «« to r» *H»h imd tnm*<)«ort 
nmt fot«{, ho xitol that hh dillioultiot won* 
of ttrithh making, and that had tho f<»r«*o 
lnmiott in l1iilm)ol|i|ii»i, hotwaggon*, 
nmt xtt|»jtfto« would J»»v** found in 

iilmmhutoo. To thh t ngrood, for t thought 
Uio plan of On* mnroh ill rh«» <»u. A ftor fhi« 
tin* ttootor ntmwod hinwlf with th«- imton 
mhmont tho tmlinn*i would hnvo whon Oiov 
got hold of tho wig* of On* ortio. r * a jost 
whii'h did not worn to no* ngr**oahh*. H»* 
npoko nho with touoh ft«*«*dotu of th«* got* 
oral, find nnid to iirgtto with hint wn* u-.oIohh 
and wh.h liko striking a t*illow or romoning 
with n wiht animal, who hod only it* own 
thought** amt oo*»ht not romprohoitd your*. 
I inado no n*j*ly, nmt ho foil to mo*t it* 
gonto«8 talk atwint tho tomj*ornturo of 
upringn and tho way* of «w)mmitig. Sot 
withutanding hi* d«*uh!», tho grout unit* of 
war kept mo aoniowhat oonfi«t«*nt mot >*hoor 
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ful until 1 hoard that nine hundred men of 
the French had passed Sandusky on their 
way to reinforce the French on the Ohio, 
so that I had to write Mr. Speaker Robin¬ 
son that I feared we should have more to 
do than merely to march up and down the 
hills, as the general had said would be all. 

It was May 19 when the general arrived 
at Fort Cumberland, and June 10 before 
he set out to cross the mountains, and after, 
as the general said, more expenditure of 
oaths in a month than he had needed in his 
whole Scotch campaign with the duke, of 
whom the general liked to speak. 

I sjK*nt much of my time while we lay at 
this post in learning the methods of drill 
and discipline, and in aiding to satisfy the 
Virginia recruits that it was necessary to 
imitate the methods of the regulars, al¬ 
though if it came to wood fighting T believed 
the English officers and men would more 
need to learn the ways of the rangers. Yet 
some who judged our people by their dis¬ 
like of strict drill were of opinion that the 
lowness and ignorance of their officers gave 
little hojx' of their future behaviour under 
fire. My task of helping to train the men 
was given up when the general ordered me 
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to go to Wdimuixhurg mot fetch hack four 
thouannd pound*, mi errand m*t much to 
niy liking. 

Unfortunately, tin* detail wax made with 
out tuy lutviiig tho opportunity of ehoiee, 
mu! proved very unlit, giving me much con 
corn nitti anxiety. I do not know why there 
whh delay in axxetnhling thin detail, hut 
eight diiyx panned after I got niv or*h*r 1m* 
fore t whh given the men. I believe they 
would not hllVe Im*oji eight xcrundx in dix 
) awing if we imd hwtt attacked, 

Captain llorntio (latex, «>f a New York 
rndejHUident company, advised not to take 
regain ra, who would oln*v only their own 
officerx; hut 1 had no choice, and no net out 
and whh gotie a fortnight. On my return 
I alept every night in the waggon, with my 
preeioux money about no* mol pixtnlx loaded. 
The men were drunken ami di«ol*edient mi 
til I promixed xtrnppndo **n our reaching 
<*amp, tmd indeed I wiih glad to lie rid of 
the money and the guard. 

I hi»w fluring thin ride and later that, an 
Orsne hud told me, the men of the Forty 
fourth and Forty eighth regiment* were 
drunken, mutuum*, ami dixorderly, ho that 
it wan not alone our own fnihirox to provide 
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which made difficult the task of our unfor¬ 
tunate commander. 

1 found the general much disgusted at 
the delays in supplying him, and, as I 
thought, most unwise, and only increased 
his trouble by abuse of the colonies, for the 
more men deserve abuse the less they like it, 
and get sullen and less than ever inclined to 
help. 

Just before wo sot out from Fort Cum¬ 
berland, the general being now in the sad¬ 
dle, Lord Fairfax presented me with a hand¬ 
some pair of pistols, and said: “I should 
have lx>en pleased to have had a son like 
you; but for that I must have had a wife, 
which is a calamity T have been spared. If 
occasion serves, I shall l>e glad to hear from 
you.” 

Lord Fairfax had informed me that Gen¬ 
eral Ilraddock would ask my opinion and 
advice as to the use to be made of Indians 
and our rangers, lie did consult me, but 
only, I Itelieved, because his lordship had 
desired him to do so. 

I never succeeded to make much impres¬ 
sion upon him, and it was as the wise Mr. 
Franklin had said. Many Indians joined 
us on the way with their squaws, but the 
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chiefs were too little considered or con¬ 
sulted. Their women were insulted or 
worse, and those that came to-day, receiv¬ 
ing no gifts, were gone to-morrow. 

On June 6, Sir John St. Clair was sent 
on in advance with some six hundred chop¬ 
pers to widen and better my old road. 
After him came Sir Peter Halket’s force. 
On June 10, if I remember aright, the gen¬ 
eral followed with his staff and the rest of 
the army. As soon as the march began, the 
lack of discipline became plain, and the 
officers were worse than the men and alto¬ 
gether too much drunkenness. 

Captain Croghan said to me: “I should 
like to give these fellows a wood drill and 
upset half the rum-kegs.” This was as we 
led our horses over the second mountain. 
“Why, sir,” he said, “here are hundreds 
of waggons and enough gimcracks and non¬ 
sense to fit out a town, and all the officers of 
foot on horseback.” 

I said that I had represented to the gen¬ 
eral and Colonel Dunbar the risk of this 
long train, and urged that we use our horses 
for packhorses and to carry only what we 
really needed. “That would be,” Captain 
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Croghan said, “for the men, blankets, an 
axe, a rifle, a knife, and ammunition.’’ 

He went on to tell us that he had urged 
this to be done again and again—that was, 
to Captains Ormo and Shirley, the military 
secretary of the commander, for he had been 
told plainly enough that ho was himself too 
small a person to converse with the general, 
and a d—d trader he had been called. He 
was sure the general would listen to no ad¬ 
vice except from the King’s officers. I had 
to admit that he listened to me at times, and 
had always said in a civil way that he would 
consider of what I advised, hut got no fur¬ 
ther. 
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( 1 KOCHI AN oamo tn mo tho day after lit 
J my hut (! utu i»*»t aura of this ditto), 
and with him was Mr. Ui«t and it tall man 
in huekakina, loggia*, mid umoowditH. I In 
onrriod u long ril!i* mid it Honlj*ing kttt f’»*. 

('njitnin l'rughnn «nid; "This, oolottol, in 
my friend, t'njitnin din k, of whom I wroto. 
{In hit* with fifty tVimnylvanin men 

to offer iih HootitH.** 

I had hoard oft< n of thin man and wa* 
)donat'd that we wore to havo his HorviooH, 
I math' hint woloome, hath’ him U> watt'd, 
and offered him rum, which ho refum-d to 
tnko, Haying ho drank n<» *t{dt its, Ho wan 
very ailont and tuado hriof unsworn to my 
<(UOHtiottH ronoorniitg tho ImtimiH and thoir 
inoliniitionH. Whon I would Imvo gono fur 
thor, ho row* mid wtid hi» mt'ii woro waiting 
to ontnji. Ho mu«t h»*o tho gonornl, and 
askod mo t» go with hint. Ah wo walked 
through tho nholtor* tho rnngorH had not tip, 
SSI 
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I saw many look at him with curiosity, 
which was not surprising, for he was not 
less than six feet three, but a gaunt, thin 
man, of melancholic aspect. He never spoke 
a word, but presently we met a certain 
Major Moore, a rough, hard-drinking of¬ 
ficer of the grenadiers. As he stopped us, 

I saw that he was under liquor, as was too 
common. He said, “Whom have you got 
there! Make a fine grenadier.” I said, 
“This is Captain Jack, a famous Pennsyl¬ 
vania scout,” and so would have passed on, 
when the major said rudely to Captain Jack, 
“Who the deuce made you a captain!” 
The scout tapped his rifle and said, “That,” 
and walked on, without saying more than 
his gesture seemed to imply. I could not 
avoid remarking, “You are well answered, 
major,” for I have always had a liking for ' 
men who do not talk much. I contented my¬ 
self with saying to the scout that, as usual, 
the major was in liquor. 

I sent in my name to General Braddock, 
and we were desired to enter his tent. Here 
I introduced Captain Jack as an experi¬ 
enced ranger and said he had fifty good 
scouts. The general asked me to he seated, 
but as he did not invite the scout to sit down, 
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f room turd Himnhug. Vi fur tin* mjitaitt, 
hi* hii it} nut *u uiui h ifi a word, hut wniti*d, 
looking Mrndih ut th«* who n**krd 

tin* a »|««*?.ti»*n 1*1 nifig th«’ inmK ami 

thi'ii Haiti tu tm*» "lrf t tin* limn wait ; l will 
m* altnut trim in a day i»r two," Thru hr 
aikrti what |*n> thrt wiiiiS«**i, t*> whirh t'llj* 
tain dark mini, “No j*n>, nothing." 

! trird to iimlk*' th«* grnnnl nii<h>r<’t»nil 
till* grriif sriviiv Wr might r\jn*rt in tin* 
Wood* from Httrh jnm, hilt hr irjilirtl 1111 
patirntly that th****r mm rouid nut t*r di tiled, 
unit that hr hu«i r%j»rt ienerd fton 
whom iir rouhl rely for unv wrvire hr 
might reijuire. iir was going «m to give 
orders iim to whrr«* tin* torn should rainjt, 
whrn < 'njttnin .lark turnrti ami w**nt out 
witimut furt hr r word**, Tltr general 
liiiinnrti him rottmliv for an ill bred mr, ami 
I miiiir iiftrr iiim in haste. Whrn I hail 
ovrrtilkra liiltt, In* said very quietly : "thmil 
by, t’ohmri Washington; whrn you have it 
w*|Mirntr rommami wend for tnl•. ,, I mmlr 
a vain effort to imlurr hint to rrumiti. In 
half an hour hr ralinl hi*i mm togrthrr, ami 
tln*y want a wav into tin* wood* Indian 
fashion, mu* afti*r tin* othrr, and wr saw 
him n« intirr. Captain Croghnn told mo 
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that this man had had his whole family 
massacred by the Indians, and had spent 
years in revenging himself, sometimes 
alone, and sometimes with a party, for he 
was both esteemed and trusted on the bor¬ 
der-lands of Pennsylvania. Both Croghan 
and I were much disappointed. 

Amid the difficulties caused by European 
need of useless luxuries and by the absence 
in officers and men of what Mr. Franklin 
called “pliability in the hands of new cir¬ 
cumstances,” I was getting useful lessons 
and was made to see that when a com¬ 
mander cannot get what he wants he must 
make the most of what little he has. In¬ 
deed, the delay in getting waggons he could 
have done without was, in the end, a calam¬ 
ity to the general. 

The army, over two thousand strong, fol¬ 
lowed routes over and through the Alle- 
ghanies which I had used in 1754, and which 
could easily have been bettered by free use 
of trained scouts and our own axe-men sent 
on ahead. 

There was much sickness, and the regu¬ 
lars suffered in many ways by reason of 
ignorance and want of knowing how bet¬ 
ter to take care of themselves. They com- 



W*4» 


THE ill or tt %nu;\n ro\ 


Jilllilini hfttorh of fh*’ Murk flii*i t 

IIlid llinlgt'it, fill*! ItuiK w*» Miiith III jimutlgu* 

lliiil € IrttH* wnui llir win* »k«* ai* I it ill l!tt* 

tirnulili^ hint, with or im trnuhln, 

Tfturp wiiii, tft«tw4» iiiiiiif^ ri*ii*in!iiilii^ i’huw 
fur wtiijiIiiiHt h\ mm ii!iiit«’ii to |}$#* uuMitu, 
Wi 1 lintel twin* flip iinMit fJmintrr mul light 
ntttfC 1 tnw mm, Tr**u» unr h!nii*k» hut 
i!« twin, tinr vxvt u* in *h»> iwiHnlh, llimi 
lilrll iliwt iif Ihv fittr i 4 i uHl«'«tftnkm v hilt frw 
iwiijhh! lliu little foi# *4 Ing’t mil***! link#, 
wlijrli I in it* i lit * * flip lA'in uml li*n %0 mmm 
iitiil grunt itrli for ii**i I**, Otar rungur* tin 
tirmmni rvury nigh! nii*| jurki*4 «* If thmn 
Jftl'gtf*, Tilt* Utilltiuf'# Ift'Uf'U foil hi/) *»r flilt 
lint know mntigh, mul miitiy won* lift mutt 
nr titiwuit for %4Titit m 4 mvh mtr«\ 

Kvuti twfnrn irr mirin'* I tufflo Mmitluwii 
ivrtiitii offirvr* wiw tin* iliuigrr of mir thin 
linn; niiiru tliim fm$r inilm of it ntrvUAwtl 
out iturcmn utmifftii mul ijmr*ht'» in tlmp 
wittwlft, Hiii! Iliu Prm«*h Writ in form wn 
liici mrtiiinly tn*m fumimr niiihii%liri|, Kvmi 
Win mm Itpriiiitf* mmmy tm nr nttrml tin* 
white* |iivu* wowIm huyontl limit Stivngr 
Mountain. iturn llir tirtpjt nf tin* fori*at wn#t 
like twilight mul thr Im*** of grout hignmoE 

When tint ranger* tiilii the m»Utier* Unit 
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( dark woods were called the “Shades 
eath,”—but why I do not know,—they 
more alarmed, and were glad about 
8 th to be out of the forest and descend- 
he shaggy slopes of the Meadow Moun- 
to Little Meadows, where was more 
and room to camp, 
was a wonder to us frugal woodsmen 
all this host, cumbered as it was, did at 
s?et over the hills and reach the Little 
lows, this being about June 18. 

. the evening of our arrival the general 
ed me to remain after the other aides 
received orders and gone away. He 
opened his mind to me with great free- 
about the tardiness of the march and 
lesire to know what was my opinion 
srning the matter in hand. When he 
nado an end of speaking, I said that he 
more men than were needed, but that 
ish on in haste was desirable and to 
only the light division, leaving the 
7 troops and most of the baggage, 
egged leave to add that Duquesne was 
t weakly garrisoned, and the long dry 
ler would keep the rivers low, and hard 
ivigate by reinforcements from Ye- 
o and the lake, so that if we could dis- 
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mount officers, take to paekhorses, and push 
on without encumbrance, we could he sure 
of an easy victory. 

A council of all the field-officers was 
called soon after I left the tent; hut my 
rank not entitling me to be present, I was 
pleased to hear from Captain Orme that 
the general had stated my views and that 
a more rapid march was decided. I was 
much disappointed to learn that we were 
still to be overburdened with artillery and 
waggons. I gave up one of my horses for 
a packhorse and saw it no more. Out of two 
hundred and twelve horses allowed to of¬ 
ficers, only twelve were thus offered. Why 
the general did not order them taken I do 
not know. 

The force selected was in all about twelve 
hundred men and their artillery; but in 
place of pushing on with vigour, they must 
needs stop to bridge every brook and level 
every mole-hill. In four days we marched 
only twelve miles. 

St. Clair and Colonel Cage were sent on 
ahead to clear the way with four hundred 
men, and the general followed with eight 
hundred. We still moved so slowly that 
we were constantly halted because of over- 
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taking our pioneers. It was np hill and 
down, where cannon and waggons had to 
be lowered by ropes. There were deep 
morasses and constant scares from outlying 
parties of Indians. 



XXXV 


O N tho 2Jut wo ontorod tho oniony of 
I Vim, Mint on tho ,'litth Juno dmpjiod 
down from ll»* hill* io Stownt t V {'rnaaing 
on tho Yonghioghony. lion* St. (Muir, wont 
on in mlvniut', hint olonrod tho ground f«»r 

it 

VVo had hoot* all of ton day* in marohing 
twonty four tuilo*. buy uftor day, m 
Croghim ami I utiomdly hung about tho 
finitka iiii't tin* roar, mc miw tin* loin* lino 
of rod oontod, ctmdiorod men, nutating in 
hoavy uniform*, with waggon* and oauuou, 
alowly moving through tho *ilot»t wood*, «» 
full, to our mind*. of j*oril. 

I had Ih*i*ii ill for *omo day*, hut at tin* 
Yonghioghony Uivor ! fell worn* of a *ud 
dan with a favor mid pain it* tho hand. 
M’ho gonoral wan moat kind and at Inal or 
dorod mo to rotuttin, lonving mo it guard 
und my donr br. Critik. ( ’oionol bunhnrV 
diviaion hiul tioon loft Uddiut, to hi* groat 
indignation, ttud wiih to follow alow ly with 
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■ain. I was in the utmost 
Intention, being in a way re- 
the new movement. The 
y ill luck, laid up while a bat- 
place much disturbed me. I 
her Jack I would not miss it 
sd pounds. 

in bed most impatient, the 
sat on, and soon after I had 
n Christopher Gist, who was 

3k • 

« 

a: We are moving along as sol¬ 
uble, one day two miles, which 
e might compass. The pickets 
[ men sleep with their arms, for, 
a branch cracks they give an 
poor devil strays there is a scalp 
step of onr march is watched, 
there are no big parties out, for 
n advance and been within half 
rt, and came nigh to losing my 
ecent good fortune we have the 
be easier with a few hundred of 
n the advance and on our skirts, 
pt in the rear, the Lord knows 

ne also wrote to me of fre- 
Larxns, and of the general’s 
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confidence at l**i»g now hut thirty mi lea 
from tin* fort. Here two itnyn* hnlt wna 
made to nwjiit freah aupplica from Ihinhnr. 

On .July 4, bring atmngcr, 1 atartini in 
the rear of n party of one hundred turn 
juat emne up from Colonel Ihuibnr with 
proviaiona. 1 win* act upon going with 
them, hut wna too weak to riti** n horn* and 
muat nmiit uae n waggon. Ah tin* road waa 
tnueh out up, my honea won* nlmoat jolted 
through the amntt oover loft on them. On 
the Bth 1 ronohoil the oamp, now but thirteen 
miles* from Ihujueatte. 

My journey took mo through the (Iront 
Meiulown, near whore wiw my littlo tight, 
nmt pant tin* ruined p*diMi«h*ea of l**«»rt No- 
inanity. 1 naw thorn with groat intereat, 
and folt Homo aonae of gratification that now 
l might pay up my noon* ngnimd thorn* who 
had both humhted and insulted my King 
and myself. 

On****, an my waggon nppronehed the rear 
guard, we tame upon a dozen or nmre at Hig¬ 
glers. Homo had fallen out tired, nmt atone 
wer** loitering to gather berries. I cried out 
to warn them of the danger they wore in, 
and, in fact, iibout a ijunrter of an hour later 
they ran after tw, erying," Indiana!” 't’hey 
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t have had cause, but all the strange 
;es of the woods alarmed them, and this 
j the rangers said it was a wildcat, 
he sound of distant martial music from 
camps which we were come near to 
ned to revive my mind, and I was able 
;ast off the feeling of gloom and con- 
se with Captain Shirley, the military sec- 
ry, who had ridden back with an order, 
said to me that we had been a month 
marching less than a hundred miles, 
'tain Morris, who was with him, said it 
true, but all was well that ended well, 
we had the fort at our mercy and would 
ck next day. I advised my friends, as 
id before done, that it would be well if 
fficers could be dressed in wood colours, 
our scouts; but Captain Shirley replied 
; the general would never allow of it, 

, indeed, when next day I got rid of my 
■red coat and put on a fringed buckskin 
t, I was no little jeered at, and Colonel 
;e made some comments, which, I trust, 
lame later to regret. I am of opinion 
; the absence of a gaudy red coat saved 
from many balls and enabled me to be of 
when the other aides were wounded. I 
much of Mr. Franklin’s opinion that if 
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fine feathers make line birds, they also make 
them an easier prey f*»r the fowler. 

Indeed, the learned Postmaster (leneral 
made himself very merry over the queues 
and the stiff stocks and the bright war let 
uniforuiH. lie thought the officers only 
mauled corsets, which I wits told they did 
often who at home. 

When, in the afternoon, very tired ami 
weak, I reaehed the tent made ready for me 
by the kindness of my brother aides, I lay 
down to rent, and, a* Captain Morris was 
now on duty, I asked him to tell me what 
was to be our mode of approach to the fort. 
I was able easily to reealt the general fea 
ttires of the eountry, for the camp was now 
net about twelve miles from Frazier's 
former trading station, where I stopped on 
my return front my mission to the Freneh. 
We lay some ten miles to the east of the 
Mommgahela Uiver, and, as was said, thir 
teen from Puquesne as the erow Hies. 

As I restful and we talked, eame also Cap 
tain Shirley and Captain dates of the 
Twenty eighth Kogiment, with Stephens, 
Hamilton, and Stewart of the Virginians. 
Of all of them I was the only man not 
killed or wounded in the ne\t day’s battle. 
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■J well entertain my brother August’s 
f that the conspicuous hand of Provi- 
2 was over me, and he must be worse 
an infidel who lacks faith in it. 

> thought of to-morrow troubled our 
eil of war, and we discussed with spirit 
our superiours meant to do. I drew 
piece of birch bark a rude sketch of 
ountry. The fort lay on a high bluff 
e angle made by the Ohio and Monon- 
la rivers. We were, as I said, some 
dies to the east of the latter stream and 
te same side as the fort. Between us 
t lay the deep, rugged ravines of Turtle 
i and the brooks which run into it. 
country beyond it was densely wooded 
vithout any road. To cross the creek 
ut a road to the fort would be the most 
t way; otherwise we must march to and 
the Monongahela, a fordable river, 
ifterwards move along bluffs three or 
hundred feet high, and follow the 
n for five miles. We should then de- 
to the water and arrive at a second 
having crossed it, we should be again 
e same side as the fort. Then there 
l be before us a slope, and, some two 
distant, hid in the woods, the bastions 
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of I)u(|U('Hiie, Having made clear In my fol¬ 
low aides the localities, w considered the 
two routes, with some difference". nf opinion 
in regard to which was the l**tt**r, until they 
won* called nvvii), and l whim loft alone. 

Soon after runic Sir John St, < 'Inir, sent 
by the general with a Kind menage, I then 
learned that Home effort had l»*» u made to 
erotts 'rnrth* t‘jerk, hut that it had Iron 
found impossible to get the m tiller) over 
and that the engineer!* pr«mourned it im 
practicable. Ipoti thi* the general had 
given orders to change tin* mute, km that wr 
tihmtld follow the trader'*' hoiu* trad, on 
which wr had mini** ottr r«*iid, ami should 
march to tin* river. There we were to ford 
the stream ai t have *»jmh move mi the far 
thor Itftnk muiii* mile*, an*l ivrro»,« t*> the 
second ford to the e«-4 Hide again, when- the 
lay of the land allowed, ir. wan hiippnned, 
of an cany approach to tin* fort, 

I wart atilt weak, hilt although I eoidd 
have desired more re*4, 1 walked at dank 
through the great denting made For the 
camp, to report myself at one#* to tin* gen 
oral’s headquarter*, l had l#*en sorry for 
his nlmtimiey atal tin* nuh oe*« he 'domed 
in laughing at our wit) of tightiug, hut I 
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had Wn told by Sir Peter Ilalket that he 
had «aid that Mr. Franklin and Colonel 
Washington were the only trustworthy peo¬ 
ple he had met. in the eoloniea. T thought 
thin foolish »« showing poor judgment; 
hut he had Ikmui inowt kind to me, and now, 
in Kpite of all his hlunderH and our own 
failures to supply him promptly, which 
were with some justice to l>e complained of, 
we were, as it seemed, on the point of kuc- 

COSH, 

When I presented myself, the general 
asked most pleasantly concerning my 
health, and if I was well enough to serve 
as aide. I assured him i was, hut T was 
really at the time feeble enough. When I 
ventured to make him my compliments on 
the near prospect of success Indore him, he 
laughed and asked where had been the need 
for our rangers and the tribes of Indians, 
and then made me a very fine speech, which 
l must admit to having been pleased at. 

I ventured to ask leave to go on in the ad- 
vnnee with the Virginia wood-rangert, so 
ns to secure the pioneers and road-makers 
from an ambuscade. He replied shortly: 
“Ob, damn your half-drilled rangers! I 
shall keep them as a rear-guard.” I rose 
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and Hpolugizfd, furling that I had hoon too 
forward and hud l**th*r hnv»* hold my 
tonguo. liuiwd, l t*x«*mu*d inywlf au wtdl 
ax 1 could, and upon thix hix fn>*»* clt-uml, 
and lit* aaid: “Colonel tinge in to hnvt< the 
advance, and wind would ho *a> to tin* bext 
regiment of tin* King being protected by a 
moil of xijnntterx ami border funner*. St>, 
air; I dexire ytm an my uide," I xaid no 
mort*, and returned to my fold. 

I haw never found that the coming tif 
dceixive event* kept im* awake when i wax 
myxeif tin* jH'rwin mho hud tin* duty of do 
eixion; hut thix night, whether from groat 
fatigtu* or not, for that dor** k***-j» a man 
from xieep, or that I wan xtill fevered, I 
lay awake long, tumble t«» fn*o my mind 
from anvioim thought-*, 

I regretted that i laid imt naked Mr. 
Franklin why at night we heard bo many 
xouudx in tin* wood* which art* md heard 
Itv day. Ntt doubt in* wntdd have found an 
explanation. l,ong after tin* camp man at 
rout I rt*maim*d xlcepleww, hearing tin* quick 
wnterx of tin* creek and tin* nojxex of tin* 
wood, with tin* hoot ow l \ cry ami tin* chip 
irnmkx gamboling over tin* ennvn* of my 
font, and Hitch xtir of tin* camp ax n»*v**r 
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quite ceased. The way wo were to march 
troubled mo and others, especially Hir looter 
Ilalket, who had forebodings, concerning 
which Dr. Mercer had some superstitious 
ideas, such as my mother often had, but 
which I never entertained, or if as to any, 
it is in the way of dreams. 

I had reason for my fears, for the two 
fords we wen* to cross could be easily dis¬ 
puted by a small party. 1 concluded that 
to leave all baggage and artillery to come 
later by the fords, and to make a quick and 
direct march over the creek and along a 
ridge leading to the fort, would be the bet¬ 
ter way. 

Having settled my mind ns to what I 
would have done had I l»s*n in command, I 
disposed myself for sh*ep, but with no good 
result until so late that I heard no reveille 
sounded, and was waked by my orderly. 
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I DO not protond, t*vt*ti now, to la* ac- 
tpininti'd with nit tin* rommiM which iu- 
fluonml tho gnnt*rnl; hut having miuln up 
Ihh mind, wo hroki* camp on tin* Hth nud 
marched HMithwont along n litth* utroain tin* 
woutrt culled Lom? Unn, mol ««> iihmit eight 
milea toward* tin* riv»<r Mojiongahela, Iming 
thtut at hint two luih'M from tin* ford In* 
meant to prtiiw tin* next day. 

Will'll, in tin* afternoon iihmit nit u’clock, 
1 wan rideimed from duty, l walki'd through 
tin* camp* with Sir Peter Ilnlket. Tin* moil 
were cleaning their giuw mid hrtndiiiig their 
clothe# ntid Hooping iptcMi*# mid pit*** flay 
ing, all iw if for pitriidi* mid vary need lean. 

Sir l‘i*ti*r, it man of ovn'lh'iit part** mid 
n good twldier, had expressed hintmdf in tin* 
I'omti’il an averm* to tin* plan of marrh. 
Wlu*n In* naked after my health and if t 
had again regained my utrength, I replied 
that I wan fit for duty, hut had l**«*n I letter 
if I had l«*en nhh* to aleep. He anid witli 
SM 
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gravity that many would sleep soundly to¬ 
morrow and that he was sure he himself 
would he killed. This seemed strange to me, 
and 1 eould only reply that l did not think 
I should Ik; killed, but that we might both 
be wrong; and yet both of us wore right, 
for these matters are in the hands of the 
great Disposer of Hvents, and have never 
troubled me on going into battle. One of 
my aides in the Revolutionary War, Colonel 
Scnmmol, to whom 1 was much attached, 
did always Itelieve he would bo killed, as 
indeed happened, at last, to my sorrow, at 
Yorktown. 

Dr. Craik was with me that evening and 
found me ehilled and full of aches; but not¬ 
withstanding a potion he gave me, I slept ill 
again, and was aroused in the morning by 
my good doctor, lie advised a glass of rum, 
for which I felt the 1 tetter, and when I had 
eaten ami was in the saddle t repaired to 
where was (Jeneral Brnddoek, a short dis¬ 
tance from tin* shore. He was in a gay hu¬ 
mour and very kittd, asking if T felt well 
and would drink with him to the King that 
evening in the French fort. I could do no 
more than reply that to do so would give 
me great pleasure. 1 was presently sent 
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down to tin* niton* with a moMKuge, ami there 
«aw Colonel Unge crowdug tin' him!low ford 
to norm* ojien tm*i»low land* on tin* farther 
aide. Ho wan to neeure the two forda }»y 
which the whole font* following him wan to 
erowt and then rccrow*, ho »« to In* again 
on the witiio aide of the river iih l*‘ort Hit 
queiine. After him, nhmit four o'clock, 
canto Hir John Ht, flair, with mrjtentorti 

or, an we ahottld way, a Yemen ami en¬ 
gineer**, Home thm* hundred in nil, 

I lingered a few momenta and w»w the 
hint of the advance, an they marched uj» 
front the farther hank of the river mid their 
red eontu diwi|»jN»nmI into the forest In* 
yond the ford, which wan, l thought, well 
ehown and Hhalhnv, 

Before ! w*ent hnek, flint, the trader, anti 
Captain Croghnn came to H|M*ak to me. I 
remarked that we had done well to eome 
ao far without more trouble from the lit 
diutiM. (lint laughed and wtid : "They have 
never left ua ainre we dropj*ed you at the 
Youghiogheny." Then froghan cried out, 
“There they are,’* and there wan a Hound 
of ntiwketry lN*yond the river. It proved 
to he n Htuail Iwaty of anvngea, eimth die 
(tented hy Huge, U hvilig then about at* 
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o’clock a.m., the signal to fall in, which we 
call the “general,” was beat, and the main 
body fell in with fresh cartridges. 

The officers were in full uniform, and so, 
with fixed bayonets and colours flying and 
the drums beating the Grenadier’s March, 
they waded the stream. 

I sat in the saddle with the two aides, 
Captains Orme and Morris, and with the in¬ 
terest of a young soldier watched this fine 
body of men fall in with perfect discipline 
on the further side and disappear in their 
turn. This being the main body, the staff 
followed with the general, and I was sent 
back to hasten up the rangers, who had the 
rear. I found them about two hundred and 
thirty strong, moving slowly, most in hunt¬ 
ing-shirts and fur caps and moccasins. A 
part were thrown out far to right and left 
in the woods. Ensign Allen and an officer 
whose name I forget appeared to be in com¬ 
mand, and were vainly endeavouring to 
keep up some of the military order they had 
been teaching. I thought them wanting in 
sense and wished I had the rangers at the 
front. I gave my message and left them. 
Then I made haste to ride back to the ford, 
which was still held by a small guard. Here 

17 
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l undid, ii‘i l ttir* ordomd I * * «l<i, to aoo tho 
ioar woll and into lit*' «•»««!>*, Aftor 

otosaing tho ford I found that a rough runt! 
had c'lrtu *d hv tin* Fmnoh along tho 
ahoro, mid hurrn*d through tho woods bo- 
aide tin* moving oohunn to report. 

It was ttoon Is-foio wo got to tho seeond 
fold, alnuo whole Tuttlo t‘ro«*K empties 
into tho rivor; and. aftor mu*h dolnv with 
tin* nrtillory, wo got ou*r, I think n littlo af- 
tor oia* o’otook, ii” lino a * ight an ovor i saw, 
Hi'i'o, lioforo 11”, won* *ouio oji«*n meadows 
nhtmt a ijuarlor unlo wide, and, twenty fwt 
nhovo tho ford, a fair road 1*.tiling ujiward 
ovor a littlo at roam oaU«*d l*‘» aider *s Hun, 
and into tho wooda. Vory tpiiekly, tho aides 
carrying messages at need, tho itton woro 
got into mnrohing orders. b‘*»r n full tjuar- 
tor uf i» milo thoro woro bottom lands in two 
easy rises, and Iwyond those tho ground rose 
amici long grass,very dry, and thiok hushes, 
groat rooks.and trunks of fallon trees, whioh 
tho garrison must havo folh*d for find. 

Long afterwards l rode ovor this field 
and Httw liottor tho trap into which we foil. 
On both aides of tho road, whioh was broad 
and mttoh used. tho ground rose, and horo, 
whom tho wood was tuoro dense, amid tliiok 



5 YOUTH OF WAHHINUTON 


259 


, wort* ravines, some very deep 
only five or nix feet. These gul- 
<*»K great trees, pines and gum, 
1«* of grape-vines, brambles, and 
ns. One long imd dee} ter ravine 
of n little rreek, and on the right 
'1 the ground rose quite steep. 
, its I saw at the time, for the ad- 
slow, I observed that the woods 
show a series of low hills, and 
tn no greater rise of land to the 
was hid some seven miles away, 
tion of the rivers; nor did we 
ight of it. 

le we of the main body, halting 
en, marched slowly up from the 
Is the deeper woods, losing sight 
nee as it entered the forest, and 
ant of Uni ravines, or of an en- 
were they in the underbrush, 
t t«»dy halted in the mid-space, 
tattle was later engaged, so that 
the time just on the second bot- 
tiia time Colonel Oage was far 
h guttles and engineers, engag- 
voods, and Hir John fit. Clair, 
king party of pioneers, axemen, 
ers, followed, All was very or- 
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dorly, with flanking jinrtio* thrown out on 
both anil'#, but not, to mv mind, far onough. 
Ormo wroto mo aftorwardn, whon ho hn<l 
lonrnod Ivottor, "It vow all as if for n flno 
review in Bt. .Jiunea'a l*urL‘* 
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thin time, as I mud, I was with Gen- 
rnl Brnddoek on the upper bottom. I 
ered that iietween the place where the 
nmdred men of the advance were en¬ 
tile thicker woods, and the ford, 
have Ihhui about six hundred perches, 
out my watch and saw that it was ten 
■h to two, the rear lieing yet crossing 
the river. As I turned to look for- 
heavy firing broke out far away in 
ods and among the rocks and bushes, 
too well the Indian yells. Very soon 
l see men falling and others dropping 
Orme rode forward to get some ac¬ 
tor the general. In a few minutes he 
i*d, badly wounded in the left arm. 
iltn still advaneing, the general or- 
['olonel Burton, of the main van, for- 
vith eight liundred men. There was 
iiek smoke about the advance on the 
t the deejier wood,and amid yells and 
10 whole of what was left of the pio- 
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neers and their guard fell hark nut of tin* 
woods, nt first n few, and thru many, and 
down tilt* upj*er «ioj*e, somewhat disorder* 
ing Sir John's supporting party. 

Sir 1‘eter Italkrt was told t»> rrtuain with 
four hutulmi nirn ns a baggngr guard, and 
the grnrral rode forward himself with Colo¬ 
nel Burton's right hand rial turn, ordering 
u bayonet ehargr of a party up the hill on 
our right, whotter mute an hot a fire front 
unseen enemies that tin* other t * were at onee 
killed, and the men fell haek nt a run. 

For wane time Sir John’** foree liehnvod 
with great eottrage and let the broken pin 
neers pans through their hues, hut rould 
never lie got to go fart Iter, amt stood stu 
pidly firing into the wttod. At Inst, as the 
officers fell, the advitnee liernme more 
broken and ltegnn to retreat slowly, but at 
last running, until they were mixed up with 
Colonel Burton's reinforeemeut. 

t never saw in my later warfare worse 
eon fusion m»r it hotter fire, nor men tsdter 
hid, for the savages and Fremdt lay in the 
ravines among the brush amt picked off the 
mounted ofileers, or fired into the masses 
of men with in* need to take aeeurnte aim. 

More und more the rear was furred for* 
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to support the retreating troops; but 
ue of them could see any enemy and 
falling every moment from the fire, a 
al panic took place among the men, 
which no exertion on the part of the 
rs could recover them. In the early 
>f the action some of the irregulars, as 
were called, without directions, ad- 
d to the right, in loose order, to at- 
hut this, unhappily, from the unusual 
iranee of the movement, being mis- 
for cowardice and a running away, 
JiHcountenanml. 

is my opinion that even then if the 
al had remained on the cleared ground 
■ and there rallied the men, whore was 
span* and on the sides little cover, the 
night have Iteen saved, as the small 
*h and Indian force would never have 
ie woods. He, however, pushed on in 
n, urging an advance, and sent Cap- 
Morris to order up Kir Peter Halket 
he rear guard. We were now caught 
>th sides among -avines, great rocks, 
rees, where on our front and on both 
i the enemy spread out in the woods, 
no re of our force came up from the 
the easier was the slaughter. At this 
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time, when it was riot yet too into, amid 
the ecmfusion which licciiitic inorc and more 
general, I made mi offer to hcml the pro 
vinrial* mid engage the enemy in their own 
wny; hut the general would not listen or 
{terhnps did not hear, for the noise was 
great. At all events, the propriety of it wax 
not seen until it was too late for evocation. 
Whether he heard me or not, I euunot say. 
Wlrnt w ith our regulars shooting at random, 
the replies from the ravines and woods, the 
orders of oflieers, the veils of the Indians, 
and the eries of the wounded, there was a 
eonfusednesH fit to turn any man’s head. 
When the soldiers tried to takewood shelter, 
as was proj>er and reasonable, the general 
and their oftleers eursed them for cowards 
and struek them with the flat of their 
swords. The poor dogs tried t.» ob«>v their 
fenders, and again and again formed into 
platoons, faring to left or right, tints mak¬ 
ing them only the easier to kill, I saw* C ‘np 
tain Ortne of the artillery fail dead as they 
rode up with the eannntt, and the engineer, 
Captain Henry tlurdon, dropj*ed wounded, 
hut got up and did, I Isdieve, succeed to 
reach the ford. 

The men with Urn swivels stood to it well 
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in giving some shots, and then gave way, 
most of tlmm tumbling almost in heaps. 
Seeing this, 1 dismounted with two other 
officers, nnd made a man hold my horse, 
and aided to fire into the ravine on the 
right; hut the few men left who should have 
helped to servo tin* piece soon dropped, hurt 
or dead,nnd seeing 1 eould no further assist, 
I mounted again and turned out of the 
broken ranks to encourage the Virginia 
rangers, who were running up without or¬ 
ders and spreading out to right and left,tak¬ 
ing shelter wherever was a tree or rook, all 
most gallant and well done. Although the 
turmoil was such as 1 cannot describe, there 
wore many brave efforts to rally and to 
carry the high ground above our right. All 
this lasted fully an hour or more, for at 
times, discipline prevailing, orders were 
given to storm the flanking slopes, and con¬ 
stantly failed to Ik* effectual, for, as the 
oflieers wen* picked off, the men ran back 
to the main body. 

The smoke was by this time so thick as 
somewhat to obscure all things at a distance, 
but a sudden wind, arising, cleared it away, 
and 1 saw that we were giving way more 
and more, the whole body of the force mov- 
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ing slowly down the sIojh*. Ah I looked 
about me it» despair, my horse foil am! rolled 
over done!. By good fortune I hat! learned 
in fox-hunting how to full elenr. in n mo¬ 
ment I wuh up, amt hjiw that tin* troops worn 
seatksred in detachment* ami tiring at ran¬ 
dom, or vainly trying in groups to follow 
thoir officers, who won* shot down merci 
lessly. I saw Captain Shirley, the general's 
secretary, fall dead. Ho wan quite close 
to me, ami amidst all this tumult his horse 
stood still, and, to my aimwement, Iwgan to 
oat the* gruHH. I oaught tho lieast and 
uiountod. I hardly know what to do. Tho 
Virginians woro tH'iug shot h> tho regulars, 
who know no moro than to fire whorovor 
they saw smoko from Iwhind a troo or hush. 
Ah to orders, thoro woro at this time nono, 
and, indeed, until just above tho rivor, no 
sufficient space to movo in without taking to 
the woods. 

I tried to help tho general and tho fow 

loft of tho officers in thoir efforts to effect 
an orderly retreat, l have hoard that five 
horse* wort* shot undor him. This l was told 
hy Captain Morris, and it is no doubt true, 
for tho horso is a largo object and easy 
to hit. Fow officer* wore left alive, and 
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those who wore unhurt could not get the 
regulars to oliey n comnmnd. What was left 
of twelve hundred men were huddled to¬ 
gether in groups in and out of the woods, 
as 1 have seen sheep in a storm. 

Tin* general showed great courage, and 
made many efforts in person to rally the 
men or get them to retreat in an orderly 
way. He was earned down the slope with 
the rout, hut remained as obstinate as ever 
as to tin* way of fighting, insisting on the 
men re forming. Sir Peter Halket, Morris, 
and 1 vainly entreated him to order the 
Holdiers to take shelter as the rangers did. 
As Sir Peter spoke, he dropped dead. His 
son, the captain, dismounted to help him, 
and fell dead on his father's body. 

I have never seen a man who could de¬ 
scribe what took place in the midst of a 
buttle, nor can I pretend to greater accuracy. 
1 rememlier that after two hours or more 1 
tieenme suddenly sure that all was lost. The 
whole disordered mass now broke and ran 
ns sheep before hounds, leaving artillery, 
provisions, baggage, and the wounded and 
living in short, everything. When finally 
a dozen gallant officers threw themselves in 
front, they were knocked down and tram- 



U»H THK Yut’Ttl OK WAHliiNUToN 

plod cm, Wt* lti»d »M UttU* atieoeaa aa if wo 
luul attempted to atoji tin* wild lautra of tho 
mmmtnina, or torrenta, with our foot. It 
wit* quite tiaoloaa. 

Atihia time (lenernl ltrmhlook wait under 
a great onk nour to whoro wo loft the wag- 
gone. I wna la*a»de him and h**ard him ory 
out,"They hnvo got mo.'* t 'ajitaiti Stewart, 
of tin* Virginia light guard,eaiight him na ho 
reeled in tho anddlo, ahot through tho right 
arm and lung, Tho mon run jumt na, reftia 
iilg to helji; hut mmthor ofh«a*r aiding, wo 
aomehow got him on to a amalt oovorotl on rt, 
and ho wita oarriotl along in what wan now 
a mad flight to got to tho ford. 1 hoard him 
ory out: "Lot mo nlono. l<et mo dio horo." 

Tho wnggonera in our roar noar tho ford 
out loom' tin* traooH mid mounted thoir 
horaoa and flod. In apito «»f tho groat emir 
ago ahown hy tho ofhoora, who in onmj» worn 
drnnkon or aoemod to la* effeminate or 
laxy, all who wore of mind to reaiat wore 
awojit away hy a more m«»h of pnnientruok 
mon. Mon onught on to my atirrujia, mnl 
ovoii tho harm* ’a mane, hut aomehow ! got 
froo and out again to one aide. Instantly 
my aocHind Imrae daggered and went down. 
1 Haw Dr, CJraik, near hy, with tlio utmoat 
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devotion, although himself wounded, help¬ 
ing a disabled oflieer to walk away. I was 
now afoot, and, as 1 saw how complete was 
the nmt, 1 began to fear that our brave Vir¬ 
ginians would none of them escape. They 
held the fringe of the woods with wonder¬ 
ful courage, using their rifles, and keeping 
hack the French and Indians. Nothing else 
saved the troops of his Majesty from com¬ 
plete massacre. 

As I stood still a moment I heard Cro- 
glian call loudly to me to take to cover. I 
took his advice, and God alone knows how 
I escaped death. I had four balls through 
my clothes. 

The lenders of the rangers now saw how 
great, was their jHirii. The regulars were by 
this time near the ford,in the river,or across 
ami far beyond it. A few brave men in 
groups wen* retreating slowly,firing useless 
shots. The enemy, yelling in triumph, were 
crawling or leaping nearer from time to time. 
Nowand then a painted savage ran out from 
cover and tied hack, shaking a bloody scalp. 

The rangers had lost heavily, but those 
who were left slipped from one shelter to 
another, and at last, when there was little 
cover left, ran down to the river, and I with 
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them. Few would have got away except 
for the deem* of the Indian# to plunder the 
(loud and the baggage and to *•<»! !»><>{ acidpa, 
and that the French worn too few in mini- 
her to venture on purauit. 

1 got over the ford in hnate, and atiutd 
ing atill on the rim* of ground l**yond tin* 
river, looked at my watch, 1 rould hardly 
Ixdieve it to la*, na 1 aaw. five o'clock. Moat 
of thorn* who were unhurt won* now aafe, and 
with Captain Croghnn 1 Wguti to gather tin* 
wreck of our poor ranger**. One company 
wan nhnoHt all gone; another had every <*fli 
cor and many men. A« to the regular#, 
aaven hundred,nearly half of the foreo.were 
dead or woumled. A part of what wa* left 
of thia fine army wna aoon wattered lieyond 
tlu* two ford#, and later wan starved in tin* 
wood* or got at Inat into the camp*. 

About a hundred men were gathered by 
the officer# a quarter of n mile Iteyond our 
find ford. Lieutenant Colonel Burton ral¬ 
lied aotne hundred# of men, and later about 
eighty, under Colonel (Inge, joined them. 
To my relief, and greatly to my aurpriae, 
there wua no pursuit. We pnahed on with 
tlie wounded general, and at hud, aa night 
fell, emnjml in much diwomfort. 
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I AT night the parties and sentinels 
thrown out deserted in an hour. Al¬ 
ii very weak, I sat up lvoside the gon- 
ii night. 1 >r. ('raik, win* had cared for 
ouiid in the lung, assn ml mo that he 
i certainly die liefore dawn; hut he 
longer than was expected. I never re- 
■er having lieen jnore disturbed in 
than during that night, 
all sat up, armed, in or about the 
•shelter which held (lenoral Braddook, 
dked in whispers sadly of the battle, 
in Montresor and also Captain Gor- 
f the engineers, who gave the first 
. and who was severely wounded, de- 
to me that so complete were the shel- 
mt la* never saw so much as a half- 
of the enemy. We could only lament 
te of the wounded left on the field, 

• 1‘Yeneh made later no return of pris- 
Kvery moment I expected to hear 
11s of the Indians. 
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At break of day we rigged a kind of litter 
mui got away, bung mmui joined, to my re¬ 
lief, by ('olotu'i (iago. who wax neverely 
rout awci, ami hi* eighty men. ! caught hero 
a at ray waggon 'borne ami rode him, with a 
rojte bridle ami no waddle but u blanket. 

A* wi* ptt/died on through the wood*, t 'olo- 
tM'i tinge talked with me at length of the 
di*a*tcr. lie made many e\e»w* for the 
aohiiera, a* that they had bun worn out by 
labour on the way, had no mm, ami were 
dbheartened by tiie tales our ranger* hatl 
tohl them of tiie Indian*. 

Imieeti, I fear it was true that the Vir 
giniatw aimiwtl t!i« ui**elvfs with talk about 
legion* of ratth**nnke*, bairn, ami scalping, 
('roghitn nnid the regular* were hnb»* in 
the wood* ami quite a * helplc**, I math* 
nnawer to the eointn*) that hut for our rang 
era few t»f hi* Majesty’* men would have 
wen their lanne*, and that the mddier* itini 
behaved like poltroon*. If#* *nid tliai wit* 
true, ami after thi* we walketi «»nr borne* 
on througli the wottd* in Mtlenet*, tiie ranger* 
ahead. 

I met tin* officer again in t77»i, when, 
iteing *» general, he wan entertained at din 
»er by the eitiwm of Sew York. At thin 
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tho freedom of the <*it.y of Now York 
•resented to him in a gold box having 
tho arms of that city, and below, those 
* King. 1 Our final intercourse was by 
, when he was lies'iegcd in Boston and 
it needful to remonstrate upon his 
neat of prisoners. 

many officers wen* wounded that,early 
e day after the battle, although very 
it fell to me, having at last been better 
d, to carry orders to the force we had 
orty miles in our rear, 
th a half dozen horse 1 rode on all 
in a drizzle of rain, and so all the next 
very melancholy and ready to drop 
fatigue. Indeed, I fell down as I die¬ 
ted when 1 rode in to Colonel Dun- 
camp, and was only revived by a little 
s and a good meal, 
i' whole force which we had left here 
more scared, I believe, than those who 
ls*en in the battle; for the runaway 
oners told terrible stories, and it was 
it rent difficulty that this division of the 
was kept, from flying, 
i* shocking scenes which presented 
-elves in this march to Dunbar’s camp 
Now In th«* at Lord Rosebery. 
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uft 1 lint to t*o ilo«iM'it*o<t: tin* dead, ttio «ly - 
ing, tho gronnn, tho lamentation* and eriox 
for hot|t of tho wounded along the road (for 
tlmao who worn hurt endeavoured, from 
tho flrnt oonuneueement of tho notion, or 
rnthor tho ronfunion, to ej*ou|te l»» tho we 
otid division), won* enough to pierce it 
hoiirt of udauuint. t htr trouhlo wan not 
it littto iticronocd hy tho iitiftcrvioux «lnrk 
noun ooonHiotHHt hy tho tltiok woudx, whioh 
rendered it ahuont imponidhle for tin* guide* 
to know whoit thoy worn in nr ottt of tin* 
tntok except hy groping on tho ground 
with thoir hand* to find tho way It wax 
happy for tho wrook of tho foivuioMt «ti 
viaion that thoy loft ouch it quantity of 
vithtithlo nmt enticing baggage on tho hold 
an to oeciunon it Hornmhlo and oontontion 
in tho noi/.nre mid diatrihutiou of it among 
tho onomy j for if a pursuit had taken plnoo 
hy ptnouttg dirootly aero*** tho deep dollies 
of Turtlo frock, whioli t!on<*r«l Brnddoek 
had avoided, thoy would havo got into our 
roar, and thon tho whole, except a few 
woodsmen, w*»uld havo fid Ion victim* to 
tho mereileN* savages, 

Tho provision* and waggon needed for 
tho gonornt won* made toady during tho 



the youth of Washington 


276 


t, and at break of day, with two corn¬ 
ea of grenadiers, I rode hack again, 
liy knowing if I should drop on the 
I. I met the genera! at (list’s cabin, 

* thirteen miles away. On our return 
ailed half a day at Dunbar’s camp, and 

hurried on with his force to Great 
down, where we camped on the 13th of 
. There were, as Home of us believed, 
men enough, if fitly handled, to return 
surprise the French; but, as Gist said, 

* men wen* already defeated, and no 
of those in command meant to try it 
n. Indeed, Dunbar intended for Phila- 
ihia and to wait there for reinforce- 
ts. Mveii Governor Dinwiddie would 

* had him make a new campaign; but 
had all of them had, as Dr. Oraik said, 

g dose of Indian medicine, and a council 
ded with the colonel. The governor 
much troubled when he heard of this 
stun, and, as he told me later, wrote to 
d Halifax that he would have now not 
, to guard the bonier, but to protect the 
uties from combinations of negro 
es, who had lieeoine, Governor Dinwid- 
ileelared, audacious since General Brad- 
Si ’* defeat, Us-ause Urn poor creatures be- 
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liovod tho Fronoh would givo th**in tboir 
froodom. My woundod gottornl’* proud 
it;itrit gnvo way whon h»* hoard of I'olonol 
Ihmhnr’a intontion. Ht* livod four daya 
aftor the hnttlo, having l**on brought itt 
tnuoh pain, and atill moro diatroaa t*f mind, 
to tho omnp at tlroiit Moadowa. 

For tin* moat part It** waa ailont itmi only 
now tint! than lot tt groan. !>r. t'raik to|*l 
nit* tlmt ho oriod out ovor and ovor; “ Who 
wouht hnvo Wliovod it poaaiblol” Onoo ho 
aa5d to Captain Stowart: “Wo ahull know 
hottor nost timo; hut what will tlto duko 
any f 1 Tlmt watt hi** <5two of t 'nmliorland. j 
What will ho any T" On tin* morning «'f 
tho l.'tth Or. Crnik wit*! tin* gouornl had 
ttimio hi** will mnl doaitvd to aoo mo. Wlu»n 
ho watt iiwaro of my coming into hit* hut, 
ho {ml out hi* loft hmu!, m\ ing, “That i* 
tho only hand which *« loft,*’ for tin* ttnll 
had gout* through hit* right arm. Ho wan 
aiiid t*» la* a groat wit, hut that a man almnt 
to dio stimuli! havo spirit to u«o hi* dying 
hroath in a joat tmtoh n*toni**hod mo. 

Ho aaitl: “l want you to tako my horao 
ttnd my man. BWrnp. t lmvo told Ht. 
Flair.” Thou ho aaitl; “ 1 ahouhl havo tnkon 
your udvioo. Too hitoj too Into.” Aftor 
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In* closed his eves, and again, after a 
\ opened (lu*m and said feebly: “If I 
i 1 should never wish to Bee a red coat 
n. My eoinjtlimentH to the governor.” 
Hpoke no more, only, “How they will 
ie me!” and I went out. In fact, I was 
weak to endure the deadly sorrow with 
•h this brave man ’h miserable end af- 
•d me, to whom he had been so kind a 
(id. 

endeavoured to distract my mind by ex- 
ding the remains of the fort I had here 
e. To my amazement, I saw, as I moved 
it, that there was little discipline, and I 
rved that where there is too much drill 
meehanieal order a defeat does away 
it entirely. The colonials it was hard 
lstruet; but as every man was used to 
on himself at any minute, and not to 
all the time for orders, they suffered 
during disaster, and on a retreat knew 
to care for themselves. Now the few 
were left looked on with wonder at the 
id destruction of waggons, provisions, 
even artillery. Many of the officers 
* disgusted, and protested against these 
raceful proceedings, 
nt Colonel Dunbar meant to move on 


37H Tit U VOl’TII OF WAH1UNOTON 

to Philadelphia, ns ho said, for winter <pmr> 
torn, and yot now it was only July, utul ho 
had moil enough loft to guard tho frontier 
or to return and take the fort. 

1 felt Htek nmi worn out, and soon went 
to my ahelter among the Virginiaua. i 
tlirew myself down mid foil into a deep 
hI«h‘p, mid indeed never Mitred until <’up 
tnin Walter Htewart hat) to shake me to 
wake me up. i uniat have dreamed, for he 
told me I had railed out ** Indiana" twice. 

When l wan well awakened, he said : ** We 
are to move at onee, Kvery frog that eronka 
nmi every serein'll owl is an Indian for them* 
whip|*ed eura. The general died at twelve 
o'olork. lie ia to he httried in the roadway, 
ho that the red devila may not dig up hia 
Heidp. ('ohmel Ihinltar aaka that you will 
will the nervine,' ’ 

I thought the request at range until he re 
minded me, na indeed l knew, that the chap 
lain, Mr. Hamilton, who had t*ehnved with 
good aenae and courage in the action, wna 
badly wounded, and that the colonel, who 
wan the proja»r peraon for thia and huaiueaa, 
waa occupied in arranging for the march 
and in deatroying what hud boon gathered 
at Much great coat. 
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It whs just Imfore break of day I went 
out after Stewart, feeling a kind of satis¬ 
faction that the coward in command was 
not to commit to the grave my poor gen¬ 
eral, whom, being dead, every one would 
abuse. 
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I F l had Uti* j*on of a good writer ! should 
inolino to what I mow. Thorn 

worn gm»t IIr*«H Imtniug, ami alt munm*r 
of bnggngo and ntnrvH thrown on thorn. Thu 
rogulnr* won* chopping up ti*»* artillery 
waggon* ami oanting ammunition into n 
(wk. 

Atnmt a hundred \nrdH away from my 
hut, in tin* middle of the road, a deep grave 
wiih dug. A few oflioorn amt im>n won* gath 
amt about it. amt on th«* ground tay the 
general ’a body, wrapt in a flunk, hut no 
eofltn. I took«*d ntanit mo, not knowing how 
to eondurt tin* matter. Then an orderly 
handed me tin* ehnplnin 'n prayer tamk, with 
a marker at tin* funeral nervine. 

Am I wn« aland to begin, Lieutenant Polo 
not Burton etirne forward with it flag amt 
laid it decently over the d«*ad man. Then In* 
placed on it hi* aword, and foil hii**k» nnd all 
uncovered. After thin t road alnwly, for the 
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wan yet dim, Hu- sendee of the church. 
l "’*ng ‘>ver, the men lowered the body 
the grave and filled it up with earth, 
east Htonea and bushes over it. No 
d was o rile red, and no volley fired, lest, 
ns said, il might he hoard by the enemy, 
h upfH'ured to me foolish, for there was 
• enough, ami at any minute one hun- 
men in the woods would have routed 
vhole <’amp. 

ms died a man whose good and bad 
ities were intimately blended. He was 
e even to a fault and in regular service 
id have done honour to the. army. His 
•hments were warm, his enmities were 
ig, and. having no disguise about him, 
appeared in full foree. He was gen- 
s and disinterested, hut plain and blunt 
is manner, even to rudeness, 
unbar made baste to get away,and I was 
less pleased to lx? out of an ill-oontrived 
ness. 

iis affair was a serious blow to the be¬ 
lli the colonies as to the high value of 
King *s soldiers, it became like a prov- 
in Virginia to say a man “ran like a 
ilar.'* 

r. Franklin said to me long afterwards 
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that thi# dmandrr Kaivo n# tin* find atnipit’inn 
that tittr r\alt»ul idm* of th«* <» «»f Brit 

i*h trim tar | *> had not !»•'«'«» writ 

founded, and indit'd 1 am atwairod that wht*n 
Lord Borov'« and t'tdon* 1 1 V'-nmi'- for or 
warn jtiit It* ilittht lit ithr olditr 
farnirr* on our own frontirra, whm thry 
know what had t*i*n dour, wi*rr t***# amn*«| 
than this nntnit»Mti*m of Man**ae!iuaptta. 

Wr rrartod \S ilK »'t«*4 on tin* iwth, a# 
Morri* mud, thr worn! Wntrn army that 
had not tirrit in hull!**. i\don*d Ihinhnr did 
not minin’ my aid, and my gmirwl Long 
dratd, tuv arrviw tin at volunUvr warn at an 
t’lid, 

Th« ttinridi to tin* artttrmrnt** warn moat 
diagriiii’ful at! in rowtatdh haiatr to grt 
mil of ttn« vritdrrnr##. I aim mttUrtrd that 
no troop# nrr «» givrn to piUngr a# a r»* 
tmiting army, and rrrtainty nonr wn# rvrr 
worm* rondnrtrd hy thr ufllorra or mon* 
diaordnrty than thdontd Ihtnlatr’# forr**. 
Thr anttlnra ami outlying fat on* nrar Fort 
t'nmtatrtand anlTrrrd innrh; torn and 
woman worn mi«n#»*d, ami rhirkm* and rat 
it** atnlrn. 1 hoard nftrrward# that in ttmir 
timridi through iVniiMylvanin I *tit»l»nr m**n 
t»l«ndi*ml and itwtaltrd tin* fatrntura atilt 
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iiml riimigli, Mi, Franklin 

ti jiiil w* out of ill! j»iilirtiw wiili mtvh 

lorn. 

ih* gout} by l«i flip fthlwt of tho gtiiiffal* 
milil hnvo hint Ilnur unit Mcirrin go 
with too In ho rum| for hy I til (Yuik» 
«y j*ro for roil ti# go mi In l*htlit«li*|phiii. 

worn imp'll *t >'- 1 'ii dril* hut Initl only 
|»rar.«* for Vnginm rutigi«rit. 1 

ii«i Suitor litiiiimtf, iirni foil, m 1 riwit* 

I till! II r Itrfm mi thr r«igo i»f mi ^|W fill 

fm Ih*- hm rmifiltmt, Tim favour ^ 

ntiitirtil^ Su JoN§ St t Imr mill tVtlm 

iff ttft %%i f i<* jtlrmrii to 

H OM’irl i?o! hilt I*' ylnmiitfC; lint tin* 
nil of mu nlfiiin# %iiih s to my itiiti«!» ho 
i im t« * |oil ii?r iiit»i nftP of my iiioliifi 

111 l if; it Iff II f M | 1 m M ilkr IMP fVrh fill I llftilfl 

flip g t rfitr t wiir, 11 nit # what with wiifit 
nritmill 1 * 11*1 Uf k of nj 4 Tit t liflly tllflt 
humr ni wtimtt I itfivr nlwnyn tru*ti*l 

mtty Uli fhlmilgh i| gtrrt! jirflh 

ii hi mi i oh* ftm into it liltlfi! 

il utitto of iniIi*I 

V fm 4 <ht* lit \X nmhrIII II Jittfff 
, ho fo if,,, gmimiil^ man* 

i T!$rf» , fo im oomfurt, lUtfi! 
ii, who Ini*! t!$o to hr it!# Willi 
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Ihih ft guud limrw, »In*■ t! 1 viti« the l«‘U«*r 
{•li'ftiM'tt tn httt t* !«• *';m -*• w hit lw*cinn«’ «>f 
tin* linn*** tin* gi*nrtnl wnuhl him* hml nw* 
h(i\ ** l (Min t»»* Vi* V llMt> t«» Ill’ll 1 It » • lul it'4lij* 
thill I r»*Hi .(! • iinmv u\ t’mut until 
l \n*iin iu«»r«* At t«» tiiiM’l l hinl iii'ii* ninny 
Inltnrtt ; «»n»* Mini that l wm* giv«*n uj» for 
killwl, «»*! tin'll' w*u* riinw* n lung utory 
iilmnt my dying nj»i*r«*h, M \ nn»thi*r win* in 
n dft>l k»mi ill**»ut ini', amt wfn-n nW n- 
i'*«iv«’il my li*tl«*r runlrnijniing my tlctiUt, 
umt that I hint ni*v**r •‘nm|»i»w , il uni living 
djHi'i’h, dlu* ilivlftint I Wi»» itlttiiyt making 
h»*r juivimid »»n«t hint m» t »ght t*» *1» *ft *•>**• hnr 
t»y tilling thing** that gnvi’ h«*r nri’iiditm tu 
think l wild ih-sul. Ii*t l**nl«bij» ovi*irajm* 
niv nhjw’titinn, nml l n»miin»«'«l with him 
at thu I’inirt di'Vi'i at ihiv «, wrll |ti<*»Mut tu t** 
«t rnut. 

Whnn uh>iH* w ilh l«ur*l Fnii fnt, In* 
dhuwut) me tin* nflWtmit nml I'umvrn whirh, 
Itkf mym’tf, In* win* tivt*r«*» t«» ilidj*lt»ying in 
roinjuiny. Aftnr f hml Ihi-u mm In tu givn 
him ii full awmint »»f tin* miin-h nml th«* hut 
tin, hi* diiiit: " Vun will lw win** tu writ** iiiul 
tn my litth* «»f whnt took jilini*, nml tu h*t 
othorH d«y whnt th«*y will, Tin* nmn who, 
hiving done nuawthiiig worthy of jirniim, 
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line to speak of it, are sure to be 
oken of by others.” 
s muck as in any case I inclined 
that until now I have nowhere 
s matter at length, and, as to the 
on our march, the Trench had it, 
d only two or three letters, 
is lordship wrote of this disas- 
ness and of me to his friends in 
do not know, but I was soon 
. both in England and in the colo- 
3 more praised than I deserved 

, a second British force, under 
rant, was defeated in like man- 
iddock had been, but this was at 
rks of Fort Duquesne. In JSTo- 
that same year I served under 
orbes and saw once more this dis- 
ighbourhood. The hillside where 
d such disgraceful and needless 
a miserable sight, for there were 
;red bits of red uniform and the 
men and horses bleached in the 

time the garrison had fled, after 
; in part to burn the fort, but no 
Lage done. I myself raised the 
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flag of Ms Majesty over the ruins which 
had cost the lives of so many brave men. 

I lingered longer at Greenway Court than 
was needful to repair my broken health, 
for what his lordship had to say of men 
and of passing events I found instructive, 
and the counsels he gave to agree with my 
own disposition. 

I received here a letter from my mother, 
entreating me not to engage further in the 
military line, hut giving no good reasons, 
so that I had to reply that she should more 
consider my honour and what duty I owed 
to my country than to grieve over what 
might not result in misfortune, or if it did, 
was to he accepted as better for me than to 
have failed to he worthy of the esteem of 
just men. When I spoke of tMs letter to 
Lord Fairfax, he said I had answered with 
entire propriety. 

I reached Mount Vernon, as my diary 
shows, on July 26, at 4 p.m., a poorer man 
for my campaigning, and, I feared, with a 
good constitution much impaired. 

Soon after I returned I received several 
letters congratulating me on my escape un¬ 
hurt, and expressing a general satisfaction 
that amidst so much cowardice and ill man- 
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mm Mi II* iijiiiniii Friiii'lliii, Ii*mi4»*§* 
i« fiitiinl 111 l«i miy pf iiip # wvt& r#rlaiii 
ittim wfiMi* nl Ihr' ua %$% 

if inti iii%" itipl»inil4»iii f« Inwfe f«*rwnf ; 4 
m Iip tint IliPii* «}«*#« ii# ill! i«m#t 

liiwppfll lit*-* |ifrm*fii wlitil I)*** 

1 filttiip riiii *tir*4v 
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to understand the affair in hand, or to com¬ 
prehend any better what is desired to he 
conveyed. 


Philadelphia . 

To Colonel George Washington. 

Respected Sir: I am the richer for having 
had the opportunity of making your acquain¬ 
tance, and I ought not to conceal from you the 
pleasure I have had in learning of late that your 
conduct in the humiliating defeat of General 
Braddoek was such as to he a matter of just 
pride to the colonies. 

Affairs with us, and indeed with all the colo¬ 
nies, are in a condition greatly to be deplored. 
We are, as it appears to me, much in the same 
state as a man I knew who, having married four 
times, had as a consequence four mothers-in-law, 
all of whom were of opinion that they had the 
right to meddle in his family affairs. These are, 
for us, the King, the Parliament, the Lords of 
Trade, and the Governors. For all of them we 
are a family of bad little boys. We, on the other 
hand, entertain the belief that we are grown-up 
Englishmen, who believe that we inherit certain 
rights. Soon or late mischief will come of it. 
The eggs of trouble are slow to hatch, but they 
do surely hateh soon or late and are never 
addled. 

It would be worse than folly to conceal from 
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:ears as to the future. There are limi- 
3 what men like our colonists, accus- 
a large measure of individual freedom, 
re. We seem to me to have gone back 
and to be at the commencement of just 
■uggle with the crown as then occurred, 
nterested in what you said of the great 
if a spring at Mount Yernon. I will, 
ortunity serves, send you a good ther- 
when I think you will find that your 
near about what is the average heat 
‘ for the entire year, 
to hear from you at your convenience, 
e me, I shall feel myself honoured by 
mark of your attention, and that I am, 
ect, 

Your ob’d’t humble servant, 

Benjamin Franklin . 

venture to enclose one of my almanacs. 

B. F. 

this almanac and the letter to be 
my Lord Fairfax. He returned 
dng that what was said of the way 
ling the colonies was true, hut that 
nklin overstated what was to be 
the future; and as to the almanac, 
man’s little maxims! They smelt 
England. 


r I'MIIS rrnnt *4 *, i \ \ f Kti«» i**t 

1 i$,r |4» m * ! |'v4 a \*% It *$ % k %%* |*<fV$J 
lili mf $ m h* c!u*f I* .(♦ *****1 . il k I 1*4 

1 ill w f ilill^ fi^ltl^llilifillii 1 *#* 

llml 1 tlliYtt* ftsllilfi ]«)***l*ttft* III fWJtlilflft 

tunny tiniill r : ifrtiift#inii*'v# *ln«"|i t liml f«,n 
§ft»f i; t *4* *' * A »4 I \ i *%\ i '14 I f t** 4 1 & nit* II 

u*r% bltu lull Irttor % 1 H f K i’ liftltil 

i»f writing it% if i % * *,« > \lmn my 

tmm | yt$ * v«<4« tn< ut «n my 

| 4 irl; Imt iLn * «|«* n» |$.iif «i # wnfijc llml 

nil fin# Ini# |»M'4i Hi*t itiilr in «if«§pf llinl 

I tuny fW my « 4 wtt •nli#fiii , 6 ; ii«*fi r«*n#uli»r im 

ill t:ili| iiiUfi wK*! ri4gti4ii! I pmm mt 

ttiV nrf a nn it ^tiling *>ttP 

Am 1 fi tin It rviiilii f«r n ntr f if I Imv«* 

writ tun, I ti#«ifp llml, in rji» nf iii^'iflpfil 
In 11114 ||$ii*«f jMtjftfii ii«! f*»f it litiig liiii«i 

1 >U sllfiWfiJ iri i% 4 ii# l«J ttif fftmirffil *.*y*r Ttl«* 
tatter* taft ifisiniif them taut**** 1 ittteftit I« 

r«»iliifp in ilitnr |iffi|»r flit**. 



' " «'< * " U , • 


t - JIM,-,. , !, , , uM ... 

f *1 ! 4 »*’ I *. I . i rt •,!. j , J } „ , 

!<>•.< (i 

• 4 '* h ' !< - " ' » > '• • 1 ! [ A ' < - * ,f 

■><"'< 1 ■ ■ r . . t 


fr-ft;. 

rt „ 

I <4 {, 

a i 

1 Iht 

< 

mi U* # tc -f 

Aim n 

4lirt' 

fluwi j. 5l 

i" ! f Jb'liJ fill 

riltrr^t, 

? 1 , 

1 

’ « *' f 

mil 

II J * 

* * 

> .’At 



-rnnm-4 tutu 

> i < -s 

, fi A 


ifc ' ’• ' ' : ' ■ • > i . !t 4 

»i< s i rs i r |.. #.. .. „ «a . -j 

I- ■•'•*>* «hat S5,»s %*ni 

' .< ‘ i > ' . « , , , . , , , V 

I t , , V < , 

' ■' - ■'! A 4 '"'I 1 4 Sl ? 

1 <|i#f ‘ ‘ ' v . «« f 

m%4 1 ft!,jlil t m , niilr^J | rs 

1 ^ » j i 5 > * : . * * , * j ^ 

1 * ' ‘ 1 ; ^ ; iMn'* 


f 4ii -r f tu ti§| 11 % #S|4 <*,# 

^ 5 * ' * ,j * 8 * *4 4 < t ijw 

*«"*<*« ti n .irfl’t-fi f r'i-’i-f «• ,..•# y.. m 

4 1 J . < 

• * * * - V 4 > * , M , \4 J 

:tA - 4 . * 

' 

■ 1 ' * ' *" ’ * ^ '.-)■' * >*; • 



XL 

T HIS account of my youth I have for 
the present put aside to be considered 
later, whether to destroy it or not. 

I discover in writing these remembrances 
that I have found pleasure in recalling 
many small circumstances which I had for¬ 
got. I also observe that, as I have written 
very little but letters in my life, the habit 
of writing as if for another’s eyes than my 
own has prevailed, without intention on my 
part; but this can do no harm, seeing that 
all this has been set down only in order that 
I may for my own satisfaction consider as 
an old man what judgment I should pass on 
my acts as a young one. 

As I shall retain for a season what I have 
written, I desire that, in case of accident 
to me, these pages should not for a long time 
be allowed to come to the general eye. The 
letters left among these leaves I intend to 
restore to their proper files. 
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DIARY—DEGEMBEE 7,1799 

Rainy morning; mercury at 37. Afternoon 
clear and pleasant. Dined with Lord Fair¬ 
fax at Belvoir. 

In the evening felt somewhat a lowness of 
mind, and am reminded, as I write, that I 
have never had the inclination to set down 
in my diary other than practical matters. 
To distract my thoughts, I began to run 
over what was wrote last year and to con¬ 
sider of what has passed since I wrote, and 
of what must be done with what was writ¬ 
ten. My late brother Charles dying in Sep¬ 
tember, I am the only male left of the 
second marriage. We are no long-lived 
people, and when I shall be called to follow 
them is known only to the Giver of Life. 
When the summons comes, I shall endea¬ 
vour to obey it with a good grace. 

I have had much anxiety during the past 
two years concerning my country, and es¬ 
pecially as to the indignities inflicted on us 
by the French, and a certain relief not to be 
again called, at my age, into the field. I 
may have been too anxious, but a bystander 
sees more of the game than they who are 
playing, and I believe I have had cause to 
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IW1 uitfJiMj. Uut tim Ship it!' Stull' in ulUmt, 
or vita marly mi, ami, rini>ni|iTUJK my h*-I f 
hm *i }»a«M'»i«i*r only, I '•hull tint I j, t Il.-jurti 
nntl tlir mat uiitw, w Iiom- iluty it in to mUht 
tin into a Mtl’i* jtnrt of ihjmo amt |iriw|»Ttty. 

JT1»« K»'»i»rn! iHtnl tm ttmvml*T four 
tiHMith nf thin ywir, aovotitwtt lntmlrwf ami 
nttwiy tttiw. J 




